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Oman: Israeli policies block normalisation 


MUSCAT (R) OnuiA siid on Mondav Israel’s cur* 
rent policies damuged previous rapprochemcni between 
(he two states and ruled out normal tics wjih Arab coun- 
nifis. “If Israel continues with its current policies w hich 
contradict ;^reeinenis with the Palestinians and deviate 
from the peace process...Ii will necessarilv have a big 
impact on all past achievement; between Oman and 
Isiw," Omani Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
Yousef Ben Alawi said. Oman and Qautr have gone 
further than all other Gulf Arab states to establish* ties 
^vj(h Israel, which has set up trade offices in both coun- 
tries. But Oman said in early December that it had 
fro^ tics with Israel. Qatar pul its contacts with Israel 
on ice in September. 'TsTacl cannot have normal rela- 
tions with us or with other .Arabs a.s lone as n contin- 
ues its occupation and scnJemeni of Arab tern lorv, Mr. 
Ben Alawi told reporters. 





An independent Arati potmcaJ daily put^Sd^1>y the Jsedan Press Foundation 
ijajjii Z ^ j.r~ 


Mubarak; Peace process problems creating fear 


Cairo t.AFPi"- Egspiian President Hosni Mubarak 
said on Monday that the stalemate in the .Middle East 
peace process was creating fear in the region and that 
any changes to the Israeli-Pulesiinian accords would 
be dangerous. “The current situation is sad. There's a 
deadlock and that is creating fear,*' .Mr. Mubarak said 
during a visit to an industrial region north of Cairo. 
‘'Israel must prove its ilexihiliiy. il'm not saying that) 
to defend the Palestinians but to defend stability and 
peace in the region because peace is in everyone's 
interest — Egvpi. Jordan. Palestine. Israel. Syria and 
all the countries of the reflion."he said. 
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Israeli businessmen 
to meet 

Paiestinian official 


tel AVIV I R) — A^oupuf 
Israeli business executives will 
on Tuesday eet the Palestinian 
industry and trade minister. 
Maner Ai .Masri. the Federa- 
tion nf Israeli Chambers of 
Cuinineicc i aid on Monday, 
ir s jeaiiy the lirsi meeting iif 
its land since the elections, and 
It IS nccumng despite the 
events ot last week and the 
closure of die lemiories,” Fed- 
eratinn Qutirman Danny 
Gillennaa told Reuters. Tues- 
day's meeting will take place 
at the ministry in the West 
Bank town of Ramalbh. The 
two sides have held talks from 
nme to time, but this will be 
their first meeting lunce the 
electiun of the right-wing uuv- 
emmeai headed by Pnme 
N'liniHer Benyamin Neta- 
nyahu. 

7 children die in 


Egypt h<Hise collapse 


CAIRO (R| — A bouse owner 
lost all his seven children, 
aged between 14 and rive, plus 
his mother when their house 
collapsed in south Egypt on 
.Monday, security sources said. 
The owner, Abdul Hamid 
Hussein Abdul Ghariar, was 
unhurt but his wife was .seri- 
ously injured, the sources said. 
The two-storey house col- 
i^Tsed after a wall from the 
adjacent building fell un it in a 
town in the province of Ben 
Suef, some 100 kilometres 
south of Cairo, they added. 
Cairo ha.s been plagued with 
buildings collapsing either 
because of age or technical 
faulis. The authorities recently 
started campaigns against vio- 
lators in the cunstruedun sec- 
tor in an attempt to save lives. 


Israeli dies 2 


years after blast 


HAIFA (AFP) — A 20-year- 
old Israeli soldier died Mon- 
day as a result of wounds suf- 
fer nearly two years ago in a 
double suicide bombing by the 
Islamic Jihad movement, the 
army announced. Coiporal 
Assaf Ben-Or bad been in a 
coma at Haifa's Horev Hospi- 
tal ai£e the Jan. 22, 1995. 
anack by two Palestinian mil- 
itants near an army barracks 
north of Tel Aviv. His death 
brought the number killed in 
the attack to 22 21 of them 
soldiers. 


Cbristopher opens 
meeting on Lebanon 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Secieuuy of State Warren 
Qmsiophcr on Monday 
opened a meeting of the 
Friends of Lebanon by calling 
for the country to reruni to its 
“traditional role as a dynamic 
trading centre for the entire 
regiuo.'' Speaking a.v the meet- 
ing began, Mr. Chrisiopber 
.said a lasting peace would nm 
come to the region unless 
“Lebanrvt and its neighbours 
make economic f»Y)gress .. in 
peaceful cunditions.“ About 
30 countries as well as several 
intemaliurui financia] nrgoni- 
satinns are taking port in the 
meeting here. 


Foa quits as 
UJ^. spokeswoman 


UNITED N.ATIONS (AFP) 
— Sylvona Fita, the lough- 
taiking spokeswoman of UjN. 
Secretary-General Bouuos 
Ghali, announced Monday 
that she was stepping down 
foUown'ng the selectjon of 
Kori Annan os the next U.N. 
chief. Ms. Foa. who hud been 
on a one-year secondment 
from the U JM. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees until the 
end of this year, told a news 
briefing here that she planned 
to lake 12 months' unpaid 
leave from Jan. 1 , Her suc- 
cessor as U.N. ^kesperson 
has not been confirmed, hut 
the name of Fred Eckhord. a 
fotmer spokesnun for 
intemadonal meUiatOTs for the 
former Yugoslavia Lord Owen 
Md Cyrus Mince, is circulat- 
ing hm as a possible replace- 
menL 


Jordan hosts unprecedented conference of Arab political parties 

King: Democracy, respect for human 


rights only alternative to frustration, 


oppression and chaos in Arab World 


HM urges political parties to make programmes and policies compatible with needs of era 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


dcnuicraiic experience as a 
model for others in the 


HIS .M.AJESTY King Hus- 
sein on Monday culled for 
democracy and respect for 
human rights in the Arab 
World as the only ultema- 
live to Misiration, oppres- 
sion and chaos where 
everyone will be the loser. 

The King, addressing an 
unprecedented meeting of 
political panics in the Arab 
W'orld, also called on Arab 
panics to reassess their pro- 
grammes and policies so us 
to raise their levels to be 
compatible with the 
requirements of change in 
the region and the 
iniemuiional scene. 

“There is no uliemutive to 
^democracy in our socieries 
ax this crucial time in our 
history," the King said. The 
only alternatives to democ- 
racy are frustradon, 
oppression and chaos, 
wtuch would lead to civil 
wars in which all are 
losers." 

“If some .Arab parties suc- 
ceeded at first in mobilising 
the masses for indepen- 
dence ... they failed after- 
ward to mmmain their pop- 
ularity because they took 
away their members' free- 
dom," he said. 

“These parties forgot that 
no authority in the world 
can ignore human rights 
today. Instead, they should 
draw their inspiration from 
it." he said. 

The King cited Jordan's 


region. 

'Die King culled on the 
parties paniciputing in the 
conference to adapt their 
agendas to political 
changes ahead, including 
un imminent peace settle- 
ment between the Arabs 
and I.srael. 

“It may be high lime for 
the Arab panics, singly or 
collectively, to review their 
progress, programmes, 
plans and methods to make 
them compatible with the 
new phase of our nation's 
histo^.'* the King said. 

Following is the full text 
of the King’s addre.s.s; 

1 AM extremely happy to 
extend to you the warmest 
welcome, in this Arab biu- 
lion, which was, and will 
stay, God willing, a haven 
for the free and the iniellec- 
ntals of our nation, and a 
secure and dignified refuge 
to whoever among them 
seeks shelter in this coun- 
try, that will always be 
frdthful to its Arab identity 
regardless of the cost, 
secure in the purity of its 
principles and the nobility 
of its objeaives, always 
striving for the freedom of 
the nation, its unity, and for 
a better life for its son.s. 
Today you converge on Jor- 
dan from oil countries of 


our great nanon, to repre- 
sent all political tendencies 
in it, and to convene the 
first conference of Arab 
political panics. You are ail 


welcome, in your country-, 
Jordan, brothers within 
your frimily and honoured 
guests wonhy of the great- 
est hospitality and consid- 
eration. 

Holding this conference 
on this b]es.sed land is un 
indication of the noble feel- 
ings that you bear in your 
righteous and alen con- 
science towards this coun- 
try. It manife.M.s, your con- 
viction in its true commit- 
ment to its nation, and your 
appreciation of its democ- 
ratic proce.ss, which opens 
new horizons for freedom, 
pluroliiy, and respect for 
human rights. This will per- 
mit you. God willing, to 
discuss the items on your 
agenda in complete clarity, 
and freedom, that befits 
your vinuous objectives, 
and the noble ambitions 
that you hope to realise, 
chief among them. Arab 
solidarity and common 
popular action. 

’The experience of politi- 
cal ponies in all countries 
of the great Arab nation 
was subjected to severe 
tests, and underwent many 
reversals and much fraisira- 
tion. If this limes, this 
caused panies, to lose the 
clarity of their vision, and a 
large pan of their credibili- 
ty and value, in the eyes of 
the Arab masses, that hud 
pinned great hopes on these 
panies, and that had seen in 
them the wav for salvation 


Amman forum seen as opportunity to advance efforts for 
Arab solidarity and interaction among political activists 


By Christina SchlegJ 
Special lo the Jordan Times 


(Continued on page 7) 


AMMAN — Representa- 
tives of dozens of Arab 
political panies, in and out 
of power, opened an 
unprecedented conference 
here on Mon±iy vowing to 
make their meeting a major 
step towards restoring Arab 
solidarity otkI unity of pur- 
pose. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein opened the three-day 
conference stressing the 
need to enhance collective 
Arab action as well as 
democracy, pluralism and 
human, ri^is in Arab coun- 
tries (see separate story). 

Suleiman Arar, secretary- 
general of the Jordanian Al 
Musiaqbal pany which 
organised the conference, 
thanked the King for host- 
ing the gathering and 
expressed hopes that con- 
ferees will succeed in 
achieving a unified formula 
for future Arab action. 

Mr. Arar, a former deputy 
prime minister, regretted 
that the situation in some 
Arab countries was dis- 
nessing while others in the 
world had made their plans 
and secured the future of 
their peoples for the next 
century. 

Only legal and licensed 
parlies, 40 from Arab coun- 
tries and 20 parties from 



His Majesty King Hussein on Monday greets delegates attending a conference of Arab 
political parties in Amman (Photo by Yousef Allan) 


Jordan, were invited to the 
gathering being held at 
Philadelphia Hotel. Illegal 
parties were not invited to 
avoid friction, organisers 
said. 

It is likely that the issue 
of freedoms and human 
rights spark beared discus- 
sions among conferees but 
the King warned in his 
inaugural speech against 
apptdling consequences if 
the same conditions of 
despotism and suppression 
continue to dominate the 
Arab atmosphere. 


The King, who had per- 
sonally approved the hold- 
ing of the conference in 
Amman, stressed Jordan's 
consistent pursuit of and 
believe in collective Arab 


action. 


Participants agreed that 
convening a meeting of 
political panies from oil 
Arab countries for the first 
time was a much-needed 
development. 

Delegates said it wu.s 
high lime for Arab states 
to have a unified stand, 
especially vis-a-vis the 


Arab-Israeli peace process. 

Tliey called for intensi- 
fied pressure on Israel to 
fulfil] the agreements that it 
has signed with the .Arabs 
in the six-year old peace 
process. 

■’ll is now ‘peace for 
peace' instead of 'peace for 
land'. The peace process is 
in danger, and we have the 
right to defend the Arab 
Nation," Secretary General 
of the Islamic Action Front 
(lAF) Ishaq Ahmad Al 


I Continued on page 7) 


King, Tunisian premier (discuss Arab 


issues, peace process and bilateral ties 


Jordanian-Tunisian committee opens meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Monday reviewed with 
Tunisian Prime Minister 
Harriid Al Koroui, the latest 
de%'elopmems of the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
Jordan's efforts to remove 
all obstacles in ihe way to a 
comprehensive and just 
peace in the region. 

Mr. Karoui voiced 
Tunisia's appreciation of 


King Hussein's efforts to 
establi.sh a just and durable 
peace in the region. 

King Hussein and the 
Tunisian premier also 
reviewed Pan-Arab affairs, 
and efforts to bolster Jor- 
danian-Tunisian relations 
and cooperation in all 
fields. 

Dr. Kuroui conveyed to 
the King greetings from the 
Tunisian president and peo- 


ple expressing hope for 
strengthened relations 
between the two countries. 

Attending the meeting 
were Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kaborili and Royal 
Coun Chief Awn Kha- 
sawneh. Ilis Royal High- 
ness Prince Hamzch, Min- 
ister of Slate for Foreign 
Affairs Khuled Madadluih 
and Jordan's ombusxudor to 
Tunisia Haidsu* Mahmoud. 


On the Tunisian side the 
meeting was attended by 
the official delegation 
accompanying Mr. Koroui 
on his visit to Jordan to 
attend a meeting of the 
Joint Jordonian-Tunisian 
Higher Committee. 

Tbe committee, co- 
chaired by the prime minis- 
ters of the two countries. 


(Continued on page 7) 


Israel-PLO talks back on track despite 


tension after Netanyahu- Arafat contacts 


OCCUPIED JERUS.ALEM 
(.Agencies) — Urael ;md 
the Palestinians have decid- 
ed (0 resume peace talks 
despite tensions over 
lirad's decision to pump 
large sums of money into 
Jewi>h .seiilemenis in the 
West Bank, Palestinian 
leader Ya.sscr Arafat said 
Monday. 

Mr. .Arafat’s statement 
came after he spoke by tele- 
phone to l.sracii Prime Min- 
ister Beny;unin Netanyahu 
on Sunday night and met 
with a .Netanyahu adviser at 
his Gaza City headquarters. 

Mr. Arafat's conciliatory 
tone suggested that the two 
sides wet's moving back 
from a confrontation that 


appeared inevitable after 
the Israeli cabinet voted 
Friday to grant benefits 
worth tens, if not hundreds 
of millions of dollars, to 
Jewi.sh selllcmeiiis in the 
West Bank. 

The subsidies will lure 
more Israelis to the occu- 
pied lands where ihe Pales- 
tinians hope to .set up an 
independent .stale. .Some 
!4.S.0(K) selllers now live 
amid two million Palestini- 
ans in I he West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Arafat’s cabinet 
denounced Israel's decision 
as a declaration of war on 
the peace procc.ss and 


(Continued on page 7) 


THE WHITE HOUSE had sharp words Monday for 
Israel’s decision to offer financial incentives to encour- 
age Jewish settlements in Palestinian territories, sug- 
gesting a ^ew" U.S. position on the issue. 

“We believe the settlements are a complicating factor 
in the negotiations. We also believe that it is troubling 
to see the sides bringing up issues that are under dis- 
cussion by taking positions,''* spokesman Ntidutel 
McCurry said. 

Mr. McCurry dedined to say whether the United 
States believes the settlements are iilegaly but pointed- 
ly noted that his remarks reiterated comments from 
Uie State Department Friday and signalled a "new” 
message in a highly **nuanced matter.*' 

He saki President BitI Clinton had not called Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu nor had any 
other high-level contacts on the matter but was M- 
lowing the situation closely. 

*^Ve believe that the parlies should continue diligent- 
ly to address their differences. We believe they are 
very close to an agreement on Hebron," he said. 


Netanyahu informs King 


on status of negotiations 

David Levy expected here on Thursday 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Sta ff Reporter 


AMMAN — His .Majesty 
King Hussein on Monday- 
had a telephone conversa- 
tion with Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
on the latest developments 
in the IsraeU-Palesiinian 
track of negotiations ahead 
of a visit by the Israeli for- 
eign minister. 

The Jordunian-Isnieli 
contact came amid serious 
differences betw'een the 
two countries over the 
snags facing the .Middle 
East peace process ibllow- 
ing the emergence to power 
of the Neianyhuu-led right- 
wing in Israel in .May elec- 
tions. 

The problems have main- 
ly stemmed from actions 
and Statements from Mr. 
Netanyahu ruling out a 
land-for-peace settlement 
with the .Arabs and indicat- 
ing .serious deviations from 
the agreemenis signed by 
the previous Labour gov- 
ernment in Israel. 

Jordan hus sirongls crin- 
cised the hardline policies 
of the .Netanyahu govern- 
ment and demanded that it 
remain committed to and 
fulfill the agreements its 
predece.ssor signed with the 
Palestinians. 

The Jordan .News Agency. 


Petra, said that during the 
telephone conversation, ini- 
tiated by Mr. Netanyahu, 
the Ung reiterated Jordan's 
“keen interest in continued 
efforts to give impetus to 
the Middle East peace 
process." 

“There is a need for -all 
panies to exert oil possible 
effons for the resumption 
of negotiations us soon os 
possible." Petra quoted the 
King as telling Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

Both Peu-a and Israeli 
media said Mr. Neianyoliu 
sought to reas.sure the King 
of his country's desire to 
pursue the peace process 
and briefed the Monarch on 
his latest contacts with 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
.Arafat (see separate story). 

“Israel is continuing its 
effons in order lo advance 
the peace process with the 
Palestinians and 

(Netanyahu) hopes that the 
effons will bear fruit," a 
statement issued by (he 
Israeli prime ministry quot- 
ed .Mr. Neian>::hu as telling 
(he Kins. 

The head of (he Jordanian 
represenijlive office in the 
Gaza Strip. Ziad .A! .Majali, 
met with Mr. Arafat on 
Sunday and briefed him on 
the outcome of Information 
.Minister .Marwan Muash- 
er's talks w-ith Israeli lead- 


ers on the peace process 
lost w eek. Peiru said. 

Mr. .Arafat also briefed 
Mr. .Majuli on the contacts 
between himself and .Mr. 
Netanyahu and the subjects 
he discussed wirh iw'o 
envoys sent by the Israeli 
prime minister. Petra 
added. 

.Mr. .Netanyahu's tele- 
phone call to Ihe King come 
three days ahead of a visit 
to Jordan by Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy in 
response to an invitation 
extended by Dr. Muasher 
during his visit to Israel lust 
week. 

Israeli embassy- 

spokesman Shalom Toureg- 
mun ,><aid .^1^. Levy will dis- 
cuss "all bilateral issues 
with the Jordanian leader- 
ship." and explain his coun- 
try's policy on Jewish set- 
tlement in the occupied ter- 
ritories and the Middle East 
peace process in general. 

Jordan ha.s severely criii- 
ci.scd the policy, describing 
il ;iN posing a threat not 
only to the Middle East 
peace process and Palestin- 
ian rights but also to the 
security :md stability of the 
Kingdom. 

Dr. Muasher delivered a 
"strong" me.ssage to Mr. 
Netanyahu in this regard 


(Continued on page 7) 
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& Middle East News 


1,000 Palestinian students 
protest closure of Islamic 
University in Hebron 


HEBRON (Agencies) — 
Some 1.000 Palestinian 
students marched in 
downtown Hebron on 
Monday, demanding that 
the Israeli army lift its 10- 
month closure of the city's 
Islamic University. 

Students chanted "Lefs 
free our books from the 
siege." and '*Allahu 
akbar." Israeli troops kept 
theirdistance. and the pro- 
lesiersi also avoided con- 
frontation by stayingaway 
from heavily guarded 
Jewish settler enclaves. 

The Islamic University 
and several other West 
Bunk colleges were closed 
by the Israeli military after 
the bombings in February' 
and March. Under the clo- 
sure order, studies at the 
Islamic University are to 
resume in March 1997. 

Last week, about 200 
students held a sit-in last 
week at the Islamic Uni- 
versity. Students said the 
protest ended after the 


array agreed to open the 
Hebron polytechnic and to 
hold talks on reopening 
the Islamic University. 
The army denied there 
was any deal. 

Two buildings of the 
Hebron polytechnic were 
opened Sunday, and the 
restiotl.the. campus will be 
opened in stages, the 
I.sraeli army said. 

The students, who have 
been holding daily sit-ins 
ouLside the university 
cumpus for the past week, 
took their movement to 
the streets Monday by 
marching to the city cen- 
tre accompanied by a 
heavy Israeli army pres- 
ence. 

The marchers carried 
banners proclaiming 
“Restore academic free- 
dom*' and “the closure 
should be for Bar-Ilan." a 
reference to the Israeli 
university where the right- 
wing Jewish extremist 
Yiaal Amir studied until 


he murdered Israeli Prime 
Mini.ster Yitzhak Rabin a 
year ago. 

Lost week hundreds of 
students broke into the 
Hebron .University cam- 
pus and a tense standoff 
with Israeli soldiers only 
ended after the Palestini- 
ans said they had received 
a promise that the school 
and a polytechnic institute 
would be reopened. 

Army ofiTicials subse- 
quently denied making 
any promises, but Israel 
on Sunday announced that 
classes were being 
allowed to resume in two 
polytechnic buildings. But 
there has been no decision 
announced concerning 
Hebron Universitv', which 
has .some 1.700 smdents. 

Hebron is considered a 
stronghold of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) which carried 
out three of the bombings. 



DEMAND FOR PRISONER RELEASE: A group of PalesHnians, holding portraits of .their sons, chant 
during a protest in tfie self-nile Gaza Strip on Monday demanding the release of their sons who are held 
as political prisoners. There are more than 7,000 Palestinian political prisoners In Israeli jails (Reuters 
photo) 


Albright faces rumours, 
uuease iu Arab World 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The rumour races through 
the streets of the Arab 
World; Madeleine Albright 
is Jewish. It is accepted 
regardless of the fact that 
President Bill Climoo's 
choice for secretary' of state 
WU.S bom a Catholic and is 
now an episcopalian. 

The religion rumour is 
one more sign of what lies 
ahead as Ms. Albright takes 
up the task of trying to 
breathe new life into the 
East peitce. process. 
.At the same ti’i^.'.autfibri- 
ti^s/t-io the regipn do not 
think she will have difficul- 
ty because of who she is. 

ca's- pf the 
rumour, who she is not. 

"Any secretary of state 
would have a hard time 
simplv becau.<ie of the 
issues."' said Richard 
Haass. who wa.<i director of 
. . ciL-it affairs on the 
.ut'.ioiuil security council 
during the Bush administra- 
tion. “The peace process is 
in real danger of unraveling 
and our policies both 
toward Iron and Iraq .are 
coming under pre.ssure." 

Edward Djerejian. who 
served as U.S. ambassador 
to Syria and later to Israel, 
stiid the rumours reflect the 
fact the Middle East peace 
process is at a standstill. 

“T erefore. worst-case 
scenarios and conspiracy 
theories are coming to the 
fore." he said. 

“What I tliink you're see- 
ing is simply an expres.sion 
of Arab frustration over 
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U.S. Middle east policy," 
said Mr. Haass. 

Ms. AJbrighit was never 
seen as a friend of the .Arab 
cause and it was only a 
shon step for extremists in 
the Middle East to take up 
the cry that she was not 
only a supporter of Israel 
but Jewish as well. 

As ambassador to the 
United Nations, Ms. 

Albright blocked Arab 

efforts to push the Security 
Council to condemn Israel 
for the , shelling of. a U-N- 
b'ase in Sbuth'Lebwbn'tKat 
killed at least 1()2 civilians. 
She also vetoed a'resolutibn 
declaring invalid Israel's 
exnrnpriation of Arab- 
owned land in East 

Jerusalem. 

'The appointment of 
.Albright will virtually 
make Tel Aviv the capital of 
the United States, and not 
W;:shington.‘‘ columnist 
Moustafu Amin wrote in 
the Egyptian newspaper A1 
Sharq Al Awssal. 

Fuelling the unease was 
the fact that the same day 
President Bill Clinton 
named Ms. .Albright to be 
secretary of stale, he 
announced that Senator 
William Cohen was his 
choice for Defence' Secre- 
tary'- Mr. Cohen’.s father 
was Jewish, but the senator 
w'as raised a Unitarian. 

"Wliai is of high concern 
for us is that the new 
appointees are people who 
ore well-known for their 
allegiance and connections 
with the Zionist lobbv." 


said a commentary in the 
Islamic-orieoted Cairo 
newspaper Al Shaab. 

Given the perception of 
Ms. Albright as pro-Israel, 
what sort of reception is .she 
likely to receive when she 
travels to Damascus as sec- 
retary of .state to meet with 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad? 

“I think Assad will 
receive her officially and 
well." said Mr. Djerejian. 
who recently met with Mr. 
Assad during'^ trip to' the 
Middle '€a.st. ‘'The Syrians 
are very professional*' in 
this. They deal with the 
people in power," 

Djerejian. who 
directs the James A. Baker 
111 Institute for Public Poli- 
cy at Rice University, also 
met separately with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyomin 
Neianyuiiu and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat on the 
some trip. 

Neither Mr. Djerejian nor 
Mr. Haoss thought the fact 
that Ms. Albright is a 
woman would be a problem 
for her in Middle East 
diplomacy. 

“You have to remember 
that in the Islamic World 
there have been people like 
Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto of Pakistan, and. of 
course, they have dealt w'ith 
American officials who are 
women in other capacities," 
said Mr. Djerejian. “So ( 
don't think it should be 
overblown." 


Israel to 
close 10 
embassies 

TEL AVIV (AFPl — Israel 
plans to shut down 10 of its 
diplomatic missions abroad 
next year in a ci»4-cuittng 
drive, with candidates tor clo- 
sure including consulate in 
China and the United States 
and embassies in Asia and 
Latin .America, officials said 
Monday. 

“Our ministry mu.st save 
SI52> million, or five per i^nt 
of ic.s budget, and this will be 
done notably by cuning costs in . 
infomuition and cultural abtivt- 
ties and closing 10 emtxLssk^ 
or diplonuUc m(Ssion.s.** said 
Ylgal Palmor. a foreign nun- 
isuy spokesman. 

Mr. Palmvx would not com- 
ment on which mis.sion$ might 
get the chop, but a .senior min- 
istry official .said privately that 
a .shortli.si of 16 offices had 
been drawn up includinc 
entba.vsics in Angola. Belarus. 
Bolivia. Burma, the Dominican 
republic. Georgia, Nepal. New 
Z^land. Panama and Parag- 
uay. 

Possible consular taigeL> for 
closure were in the U.S. cities 
nf San Francisco and Philadel- 
phia and in Shanghai, (he olfi- 
dal said. 

The officjaf> did not say 
when they expected a fin^ 
decision on the closurc.s. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has >uhmi(lcd a 
draft 19*^7 budget calling fix 
52.1 billion in savings com- 
pared to 1996 and la.s( week 
ordered his ministries to come 
up with specific eoM-<uning 
propo.sais. 


Qadhafi accuses U.S. of hegemony 
aimed at controlling world markets 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — Liby- 
an leader Muammar Qad- 
hafi has criticised the Unit- 
ed States for its “hegemo- 
ny** over the world follow- 
ing the hail of the Soviet 
Union, stating that the U.S. 
had become ^e “policeman 
of the World" in its attempt 
to impose American prod- 
ucts on world markets. 

In a direct challenge to 
the United States. Colonel 
Qadhaft called for an 
“intellectual debate" 
between the “capitaUst the- 
ory based on exploitation" 
and the Jamahlryia theory 
based on the rule of the 
p«>ple by the people: he 
o^ered this as an alterna- 
tive to embargoes and 
force, asserting that the 
future would favour the 
“tniemationuJ theory." 

In two exclusive live 
interviews given to Orbit 
TV on Saturday and Sun- 
day. Col. Qadhafi spoke at 
great lengfi) on a number of 
Issues affecting the Arab 
WcNid and the imemaiional 
community as a whole. 

Tliese .special editions of 
Ala Al Hawa. hosted by 
Imadeddine Adeeb. were 
broadcu.st live from Tripoli 
exclasively on the Orbit 
nciwotk. 

During the interviews. 
Col. Qadhafi shared his 
thoughts with viewers and 
callers on his “imemuiionul 
Jamahin'ia theory-*' the 
Anib-lsraeli conflict, the 
Palestinian refugees on the 
Libyan/Egypilan border, 
the failure of auempis at 
Arab unity, and the United 
Nations embargo imposed 


on Libya following the 
bombing of the Pan Am 
flight over Lockerbie. Scot- 
land. 

With regard to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict Col. Qad- 
hafi stated that “Zionist 
plans" had not changed and 
Israel wa.*( seeking to create 
a Zionist homeland extend- 
ing from the Euphrate.s to 
the Nile, and is not truly 
interested In peace. The 
colonel also criticised Arab 
submission to Israel follow- 
ing the death of Jamal 
Abdul Na.sser, and called 
upon them to uphold their 
rights, despite (heir weak- 
ness. 

In response to queries pUt 
forward by seveill viewers 
regarding the deportation of 
Pdestiniuns to the border 
between Libya and Egypt. 
Col. Qadhafi staled that the 
objective of this action had 
been to draw the world's 
attention to the unre.solved 
problem of the Palestini'ons. 

Asked what the .solution 
to the Palestinian question 
might be. he called for u 
democratic election and the 
creation of a single democ- 
ratic state in the territories 
of Israel and Palestine. 

While lamenting the Arab 
World's failure to achieve 
any real unity to date. Col. 
Qadhafi expressed his 
belief that such unity was 
“feasible." He called for 
the formation of a council 
compo.sed of the heads of 
all Arab stales with a rotat- 
ing presidency, e.xplaining 
that such a move would 
enable the Arab World to 
oblige the U.S. and the 
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Bahrain 
vows to 
defend 
'national' 
territory 

BAHRAIN fAaencies) — 
The emir, in an apparent refer- 
ence to the bitter territorial 
dispute with Qatar, vowed 
Monday to defend Bahrain's 
borders. 

Sheikh Isa Ben Salman Al 
Khalifa was addressing his 
small country' 25th 

national day. 

■‘No pan of the country will 
be given away, or be up for 
barsaining." die emir said. He 
vowed that “Bahrain will con- 
tinue to defend the unity of its 
national soil ... by all legiti- 
mate means." 

Bahrain and Qatar, both 
members of the Gulf Coopt- 
ation Council iGCC), claim 
sovereignly over a chain of 
islands and the Zubara strip of 
land in Qatar that has histori- 
cal significance for Bahrain s 
ruling family. 

The dispute dates to the late 
1930s. Qatar has asked the 
International Court-of Justice 
Ui rule, but Bahrain wants a 
solution brokered by the 

GCC. a political alliance that 

^ _ gre»ups the two countries with 

[>t ll02ClllOnV Saudi 'Arabia. Kuwait, the 

® United Arab Emirates and 

^orld markets The row has escalated this 

month when Bahrain boy- . 

the international community to coned a GCCsummit hosted 
Am choose between Israel and by Qatar, and put two Qatari 

Scot- the Arab World. He also citizens on trial for spying. 

later as.serted that he would Sheikh Isa called on die 
trab- not be di.smayed if one GCC to "activate its role and. 

Qad- Arab country were to take dear up relations between iis 

onist over the whole of the Arab sisterly members. 

1 and World — for the sake of Sheikh Lsa al.so said his 
reate unitv." country “will pursue coopera- 

;end- Col. Qadhafi warned of with other members of 

R 10 Israel's plans to strike at the Gulf CooperaUon Council 

truly Syria and Egypt, claiming achieve the hopes of our 

The these two countries were and safeguard the 

the real target of the block- region s staWiity. 
low- ade imposed on Libya, 

ama Sudan and Iraq. The Sheikh l^aiifa Ben Ahmad 

colonel reinforced his point Kl'uhfa satd ihursday that 
vvith the use 6f coloured 
maps brought with him to 

, the interview. He stated the • 

embargo not only harmed ^^'^formauon Mimsier 

Y'ers Libya'1 interests but also Mohammad Ibrahim AJ 

thos4 of other countries a.s ^utawa said T^t^ay ^at 

well as U.S. and European was deiernim^ to 

‘^P^* coniDunies e.scalanon with Qatar 

Col. Qadhali assorted he 

”30 k.. ♦«, travel advisory for Bahrain. 

ihr» In an Unprecedented appeal, 

individuals accused in ^ ^ citizens last 

w .'-K "" to lake precaution.^ 

ition ^mbmg m Libya or ^ 3 ^^ 

elsewhere, but that he 
would not hand them ove^ 

1 the ti the U.K. or the U.S. charges. Manama on Dec. 2 

noc- Dunng the course of the announced the arrests of Fahd 
)ries interviews, thousands Abdullah Al Bakker, alleged 

of calls fa.xes were 5 ^ a Qatari intellige^e 
\rab recei^d with que.stion.s for officer, and Salwa Jassim 

ieve Col. Qadhafi. who respond- Mahmud Fakhri. :i woman he 

Col. ^d without hesitation in this niiccediv recruited as a spv 

his unprecedented opportunity p^khri allegedly visited’ the 
was fc»r tnc Arab . World to Hawar islands to spy on mili- 

for speak with one of Its most [ary installations there. Qatar 

incll renowned figures. denies all charaes. 

s of Col. Qadhafi ended the The emir of Qatar. Sheikh 
Jiul- inten iew e.xpre.ssing his Hamad Ben Khalifa Al Thani 

ling gratitude to Orbit and slat- sent congratulations to Sheikh 

3uld ing his hope that he had Isa on Bahrain's national day, 

i to “clarified the truth for the according to Qatar’s official 

the Arab Nation. news asenev. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Masazine — Extra Lorse 

19:50 


19:55 


20:00 . 

...Magazine — ^ro One 

21:10 Doc. — LbsiCirilization 

22:00 . 

News in English 

22:25 . 



25:15 Mission Impossible 

25:59 ...Are You Being Served? 

PRATER TIMES 

05:01 Fajr 

06:24 - I Sunrise! Duha 

11:51 Dhuhr 

14:15 -.Asr 

16:58 Maghreb 

I8d)l ‘kha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh. Tel. 8 1 U740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 6327S5. 


SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
6617.57. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tcl. 652826. 
.Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 

771.131. 

Annenian Orthodox Chui^ 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amoian International Church 
Tel. 652526 

EvangeDcal Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824.328. 

Gennan-speakiiig Evangelical 
Congr^tionTe!. 8454S7 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. S i 1 295 

En^sh«peaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

6(4190. 

WEATHER 

Bullerin supplied In the Depart- 
ment of Meteor\.»hgy 
Scatte^ .showers are expected 
in the nonhem and central ports 
of the Kingdom in panicular 
with skies cloudy to portly 


cloudy. On Wednesday, leinpcr- 
acures are expected lo rise, w inds 
becoming suulheosierly muder- 
ate and skies ponJy cloudy 10 
sunny. In .Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and .seas 
calm. 

Amman 08/13 

.Aqaba 11/23 

O^rfs ...._ 07/16 

Jordan Valley 1 2/20 

'^’csienljy's high temperanires: 
Amman L5. Aqaba 25 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 75 per cent 
Aqaba 34 per cent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT Dirn' 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ghaleb Zavakfeh 7.36011 

Dr. BilalAJSayyid S902SO 

Dr. Hishani Kaii'an ...>.......700286 

Dr. KhaldounAsfour-..666S7.3 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

.Al .Asema pharmacy ....637055 

.Al Salam pharroacy .....636730 

Yacoub pharmacy ......6J4945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ....62.3672 

Nojib pharmaev 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. GhaaTa'anmefa....25008u 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 


Dr. Aknun Haddad ...^5550 

Khalifeh pharmacy .<>85417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...6371 1 1 
Ci>il Defence Dept ....„.661 1 1 1 
Cixfi Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 6,50341 

Chll Defence Emergency ..199 
Rescue Police 192. 621IIL 
6,37777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank 775J2I 

Highwav Pdice J143402 

Trafflc Police ..896390 

iHiblic Securib' ' Departmeut 

6.W2I 

Hotei Complaints „..6(Ki800 

Price Complaints „.66l 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints S97467 

Amman Mumciptdity Ctmi- 

plaints .787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 0102.30 

Cenunl Anunan Telephone 

Reparis 625101 

.Ab^li Teiephoue Repairs 
661101 

.Iordan Telvriaon „.773l 1 \ 

Radio Jordan >77411 1 

Water .Authority 680100 

Jordan i^ectridty Authofhv 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
656581 

RI Flight Loformalion 
0S53200 


Queen Alia bilL Airport 08- 
55200 

HOSPITALS 

.AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
.813813/32 

KhaJidi Maternity 644281/6 

Akflch Maternj^ 642441/2 

Jabol Amnuui Maternity 

642362 

Malhas. J. Anunan .636140 

Palestine. Sluncisani ....607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 6691 3 1 

Unh'ersity Hosphal 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic. Ab^li 666 1 26/37 

Ai-Ahli.Abdoli .664164/6 

Italian, Ai-Muhaireen 777101^ 

Ai-Bashir .77511.1/26 

Army, Marita 391611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

.Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Spedai Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zania CovL Hospital (09)083523 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(0019(XJ560 

Jbn Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
AJ Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 


Ibn .Al Nafevs Hospital 
(02)247lfK) 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEENALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flints 

07:00 ...; Jcddiih (add) iRJ) 

07:15 Sanaa rRJ) 

07:25 Dantascas i RJ) 

09:25 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 Bcinii iRJ) 

10:15 Duhu. Baliiain ( RJ 1 

15:55 London iRJ) 

16:2U Cairo 'iRJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

16:35 J^ninkliin ( RJ ) 

17:15 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 

20:20 Jakana t add ) i RJ ) 

00:45 Kuala Lumpur (add) (RJ) 
05:00 Jeddah (add H RJ ) 

Other Flights 


07:50 l.onJun (KJ) 

07:55..Oama.scus. London (BA) 

U-JO 


15:00 


15:45 


17:40 ..... 


19:15 


22:50 

Tel Awvrt Vj 

00:40 ..BciruL Amsterdam (KL) 

fli-nn 


01:5.5 


07:45 



Royal \Wnffi ( RW) FlighLs 


09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

12:00 .A(iiba iKW) 

18:55 Tel .Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal .loiilanian (Rf) Flights 

06:20 Bei)ui(RJ) 

08:30 .AnMctdam.NewYoTlc(RJ) 
09:00 .Abu Dhabi. Singapore 
(addi(RJ) 

11:05 .Amsterdam, Mcnitreal. 
Toronto (RJ) 

11:15 Mcnna, Bravsels<RJi 

12:00 Genevx Madrid (RJj 

12:10 ParLsfRJ) 

12:15 London (RJp 

12;lr Cairo iRJj 

12:3(1 FrankJun(RJ) 

20:20 Larnaca(RJ) 

20^30 - Jeddah ( RJ I 

2lk40 Damascas (RJ) 

21K10 ....Abu Dhab). Dabal 1 RJ) 
22:00 Kuala Lumpur. Sin^jpofB(RJ) 

*3:00 Jeddah iaddi (RJ) 

05KH) Jeddah ijdd)iRJ) 

Other Flights 

**5:05 London (KJ) 

10^ Cairo (MS) 

1^-50 Kiev i6U) 

Munich (YP) 

10:30 Rome i.AZl 

18:15 Dubai. Damascus(EK) 

Beirut (ME) 

21:40 TelAvivtLY) 

Anistcrdiim (KL) 

Aden (lY) 

*1*hs5 -...Bucharest (ROi 


Royal Wings (RW) Fl^ts 

09:50 Aqaba (RW^) 

17:15 Tel Aviv (RW) 

30:20 Aqaba (RW) 

HUAZ railway TRAIN 
Dep. .Amman 8:00 ajn. every 
Monday 

.Arr. Damascus 5:00 p.m. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7:50 a m 
every Sunday 

Ait. .Amman 5:00 pan. every 
Suoday 1 

MARKET PRTrP-<5 

l-'Ptvr/loM-er pricf in fits per kg. 

Apple 700/500 

•banana 550/550 

Banana limpiMtcd) 850/600 

7WS0 

JOO/150 

Caulifloww. ISO/VJO 

Cucumber (laige) 120/80 

Cucumber (small) 280/180 

^S8plant 





G(ape fruit 150/100 

Lemon 580/250 

Mairow (latge) 80/40 

MaiT(3w (.small) ....- 160/100 

Onion (green) 180/120 

170/80 

580/400 

Pepper (hot) 280/160 

Pepper I sweet) 280/KS0 

^10 

130/90 

String Bean 4 OQ/ 3 OO 

160/120 
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HRH Princess Basina Monday receives a delegation representing the Women's Cxec> 
utive Committee of the Islamic Action Front (Petra photo) 

Princess receives lAF 
women’s delegation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH 
Princess Basma yesterday 
received a delegation repre- 
sendng the Women's Execu- 
tive Comminee of the Islam- 
ic Action Front tlAF). 
according to a statement 
released by the Queen Alia 
Fund for Social Develop- 
meoL 

During the meeting, the 
Princess emphasised the 
ioiponance of cooperation 
between all groups con- 
cerned with women's issues 
in order to boost the status of 
women in Jordan, while 
afTirming that the role of 
women is essential both in 
the society and in family 
preservation. 

She also asserted the 
importance of cooperation 
between tbe Jordanian 
National Committee for 
Women (JNCW) and the 
Women's Executive Com- 
mittee of the Islamic Action 
Front, the staiemcm said. 

Tbe Princess stated that 
family prtKcction is included 
in Islaidc principles, cultuie 


and history, which, she 
maintained,' are worthy ul' 
pride. 

The lAF delegation com- 
mended Princess Bastnu's 
efforts which, they opined, 
have led to great achieve- 
ments for Jordanian women. 

They were particularly 
referring to a recent decision 
by the Civil Status and Pass- 
puns Depamnent (CSPDj 
allowing widows, divorced 
women, and Jordanian wives 
of foreign nationals to obtain 
separate family regi.^iraiion 
b>x*l:s, which, they said, 
have enabled women to 
overcome many obstacles. 

The delegation reviewed 
I.AF programmes and activi- 
ties to bctosi the role of 
women in all fields and their 
political participation while 
adhering to lencts of Islamic 
Sharia and the i^pective of 
a comprehensive national 
development. 

The main principles of the 
Jordanian Nuiionitl Strategy 
for Women were also 
ret'iewed during the meet- 


ing. the statement said. 

The lAF delegation stated 
their hope.s for further meet- 
ings with JNCW in formu- 
late programmes and fSans 
for a suengihened future 
cooperation. 

Director of the General 
Secretariat of JNCW Hiam 
Kalimat attended the meet- 
ing. 

Also Monday Princes.s 
Ba.sma received a delegation 
representing the Lions Club 
— Wadi Rum. The club has 
donated 30, (XX) eye gIu.SKes 
to the Queen Alia Fund 
(QAF> for Social Develop- 
ment for distribution among 
the indigent. 

She expressed appreciuiion 
for this initiative by the 
Lions Club. 

The delegation commend- 
ed the fund's efforts in ele- 
vating social developments 
for the Kingdom, especially 
for underprivileged groups. 

The meeting was ailendeJ 
by QAF Executive Etjrecior 
Awni Bushir. 


Seminar to cover media role 
in population issues 


AMMAN (Petra) — The role 
of the media and communica- 
tions in impleraendng a 
national Jordanian strategy on 
population and development 
is the theme of a seminar 
opening loday. 

A total of 52 delegates rep- 
resenting private and public 
sector media oigaoisutiuns in 
Jordan are participating in the 
conference. 

Tbe Ministry of Informa- 
tion has stated that the sym- 
posium is designated in pan 
to reach a common formula 
for promoting popular panic- 
ipation in housing- and devel- 
opment programmes. 

The two-day meeting, slat- 
ed to be (.pened by Minister 
of Information Marwan 
Muasher, is to review several 


reports dealing with the King- 
dom's population in the con- 
text of a general 1994 census 
2 s well as the impact of rapid 
population growth on devel- 
opment. production, services 
and natural resources. 

Other categories of debate 
to be included in the confer- 
ence are televised cducutiunal 
programmes. media-based 
family planning prttjects, the 
participatiun of vuluntury 
groups and nun-govemmenta! 
organisations in implement- 
ing a national strategy on 
population and development 
and the role of the legislative 
authority in backing a media 
strategy. The meeting has 
been organised in conjunction 
with the U.N Fund fur Human 
Settlements iHabiui). 


Hani Forhan. a delegate 
representing the Jordan Radio 
and Television Corporation, 
explained that the meeting 
was deemed necessary in 
view of rapid population 
growth stemming from 
improved health ' services, 
vaccinuiion uguiiust conta- 
gious discuses, u drop in 
maternal and infantile mortal- 
ity rates and PaIe.SDnian as 
well us other returning expa- 
triate migrations. 

He warned that if the rapid 
pupulaiiiin growth issue is mtt 
immediately addressed seri- 
ous consequences might 
ensue as large populations 
tend to adverse ejects on 
national economies and con 
ihreuren national develop- 
ment strategies. 


QOING QN 

FILM 

* Ouidrep's Rim 'The Lion King" at the Bdtisb CouadL J^al AminaD ai 5:00 p.ni. 

CHRISTMAS SHOWS 

* '^Special show and sale of Chrisonas crafts at (be Jordan CraRs Ootre (Alaydi), Jabal 
Anunaii, SeewuJ Circle {Tel. 644555 k until Dec. 31. 

* Christinas special at tbe Jordan River Designs shown>om.(hand-inade ornaments and 
decoratiori), Jabal Amman, Orcle ( Tel. 6I30S1/2), until Dec. 31. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Worics by several artists eniitied "Tbe -\rusi and the Environinem" by several artists at 

(Mia Ait Gallery, Jabal Amman, until Dec. 30. « . ^ « r- -j 

<iFsmn paintings by Jordanian and .Arab amsis ai Baiadna Art Gallery, Gardens 

**Dedaind Hunches" at Ori^i An 

Insiiiuio Cervantes, Jabal Amman vmi) 15 

■■^Woife' by ten contemporary lodwiesian artists eotided ' from Soipo io Abmactiw 
iSftriNfltfftnal gSot of Fine Arts lopen dailv except Tuesdays), until Jan. 12. 

-Vasser ai the Jorto Arts and Ceotre/Aitis^^ Ja^ 

gift Hamida House, Jobal Amman (Td. 

Afshuqairi at Darar .AJ Funun, Jabal Wbdeh. until Jan. 4. Also dis- 

™ 

ty oo^patar. eidiiliiiion by Is™"' Stemmout at Abdul Hameed Shotnau 
Fbw^dhr Jabal Amman, until Dec. 24. 


Political development depress RJ performance, 
improvement expected next year, says Dahabi 


By Ghalia Alul 

Sprvifii to Ui^ Jordan Tinus 

AMMAN — Political ten- 
sion in the region and the 
.stalemate in the peace 
process negatively affected 
the performance of the 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) dur- 
ing ihe second half of 
1996, RJ Chief Executive 
Officer Nader Dahabi 
Monday told the 33rd 
annual murkei conference 
which coincided with the 
anniversary of the national 
c.'urier. 

“During the past year we 
have witnessed a series of 
(political) events that 
Erectly affected our per- 
formance,'' Mr. Dahubi 
said in his inaugural 
speech. 

He added (ha( “events 
staned with explosions in 
Tel Aviv and Ashkelon io 
February and March, fol- 
lowed by the heavy bom- 
bardment in South 
Lebanon in April, the 
I.srueli elections in May 
and .subsequent changes in 
the political mood ...InBu- 
ence of these evenLs result- 
ed in the cancellation of 
business, holiday and reli- 
gious trips lo our region." 

Ml. D-ohubi said that 
Iraq's oil for food deal 
with the UN will decrease 
iniemational oil prices and 
thus positively a^ecting 
ilie airline. 

However, he added this 
month RJ wimessed a tan- 
gible increase in the pas- 


sanger load by 30-40 per 
cent. 

“This is a very good indi- 
cation that we entered an 
era much beaer than the 
one in the past years," he 
told journalists in a press 
conference. 

Mr. Dahabi reviewed the 
Cline’s Enaacial perfor- 
mance and said that pan of 
its efforts to ease its debt 
burden, RJ intends to capi- 
talise debts of the Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery Com- 
pany. which will increase 
the capital of RJ to $200 
million. 

To help it reduce its S65U 
million debts as well as its 
cash strains. RJ plans to 
sell its Tri Star aircraft and 
lease it which will provide 
cash of $40 million. 

RJ is also planning to do 
the same with its A310 air- 
craft to raise about $24 
million. 

The RJ privatisation 
process, Mr. Dahabi said 
will take three years. 

A report in the daily .Al 
Aswaq quoted Minister of 
Transf^rt Nasser Lawzi as 
raying that Saudi Prince 
Walid Ben Tala! has 
expressed interest in 
investing $100 million in 
the capital of RJ after the 
resirucmring of the com- 
pany as a first step towards 
privatisation. 

In this regard. Mr. 
Dahabi said that the com- 
pany had not yet accepted 
any investments. This will 
be deme. he added, when 


Conference calls for 
amending penal code 

By JRana Husselai 
Specie! to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Panicipams at a three-day workshop entitled 
“Women in Penal Legislation." Monday called for the can- 
cellation and/or amendments of several articles In the Penal 
and Civil Laws which, they stud, were "unjust and dis- 
criminate against women." 

“We consider any law, which discriminates against or 
violates women’s rights, unconstitutional and as violating 
the United Nation's December Declaration which called 
for ending all forms of violence against women," the par- 
ticipants said in their recommendations. 

Tbe lecommendutions, released on Monday, called for 
the cancellation of article 340 in tbe Jordanian Penal Code 
(no 16. 1990). 

One paragraph states: “He who discovers his wife or a 
female relative committing adultery and kills, wounds, or 
injures one or both of them, is exempted from any penal- 
ty." 

The second paragraph of article 340 states: “He who dis- 
covers his wife, or one of his female relatives, in an adul- 
terous situation, and kills, wounds or injures one or both of 
them, benefits from a reduction in penalty." 

The participant recommendations also called for estab- 
lishing .shelters for battered women or women whose lives 
are considered threatened. 

These shelters, acconJing to the recommendations, 
should be the designated alternative place for women to 
stay rather than the present system which is to deuun them 
in prison for custodial protection purposes. 

“We cull for the establishment of shelters to ensure free- 
dom of transponaiion, a proper environment and protection 
for women,” the participants said. 

Further, they maintained, ca.ses invcKing incest should 
be filed by the prosecutor general rather than the current 
procedure which stipulates that only individuals subjected 
to incest have the right to file a case against his/her aggres- 
sor. 

Participants al.so stressed that the press can and must play 
a vital rote in covering all forms of violence commined 
again.si women. 

Women journalists, they muintuined, should be granted 
full freedom to interview victims of violence as well as 
their aggres.sors in on effort to explain and highlight social 
aspects and the role they pluy in motivating crimes com- 
mitted against women. 

The participants also urged the Kingdom's three .Arabic 
major daily newspapers to alter their style in covering sub- 
jects concerning violence against women. 

“(These newspapers] should, in a comprehensive man- 
ner, highlight and tackle the injustice and injury to which 
women ore subjected rather than ignoring these issues," the 
recommendations said. 

Activists and experts stressed during the workshop, 
organised by the Joidanian Women’s Union (JWU), 
need to change many of the existing laws especially the 
Penal and Civil Laws which they described as outdated and 
u.s biased towards men. 

Participants presented papers covering the Penal Law and 
legislation, the role of the press in reporting domestic vio- 
lence against women, women's status in Jordanian prisons, 
the siereoiyping. cultural beliefs and traditions which lead 
to the so-called "honour crimes," and the Muslim and 
Christian religious positions on crimes committed against 
women. 

According to one JWU member, the recommendations 
are expected to be forwarded to Parliament for revision and 
consideration in the next few weeks 

During Tuesday's opening session of the ihiee-day work- 
shop, Speaker of the Lower Hou.se of Parliamem Soad ; 
Huyel Srour urged participants to forward their proposals ' 
10 Parliamem for new legislation or amendments to exist- 
ing laws which are considered u.s discriminatory lo women. 


clear plans and procedures 
are set for privatisation 
which will reduce the air- 
line’s debts by about $360 
million. 

Mr. Dahabi said that RJ 
will restructure its staff by 
reviewing the existing 
struemre together with 
qualifications, job descrip- 
tion, job evaluatio), cadre, 
salojy scale and new 
appraisal system. 

“The objective was to 
build the new structure on 
functions and process and 
to have the right number of 
people with the appropri- 
ate skills in the rigjir place 
at the necessary time," said 
Mt. Dahabi, adding that 
new structure will reduce 
the number of managerial 
positions. 

Reviewing tbe airline's 
plans for 1^7, Mr. Dahabi 
said tbe aircraft will fly 3.1 
per cent more hours th^ in 
1996. Total capacity, he 
added, is planned to 
increase by 3.9 per cent in 
1997 over 1996 including 
new routes and additiomU 
frequencies. 

He said that the airlines 
has to keep the projeaed 
seat factor at alraut 70.7 
per cent and load factor to 
about 60 per cent "It is 
not the break even point, 
but 1 am sure that we have 
adequate traffic potential 
in our market to justify it, 
provided w*' do not let the 
competition get away with 
it." 

Therefore, Mr. Dahabi 


added, a growth of 11.7 
per cent in passanger o^- 
fic target and 10.9 per cent 
in excess baggage, 11.3 
per cent in catgo and 10.2 
per cent in mail have been 
eannarited for 1^7. 

"I am confident that 
these are achievable fig- 
ures considering the new 
routes and the additional 
frequencies as well as ihe 
expeaed upsurge of 
tourist, business and pro- 
jected traffic to Jordlm,” 
Mr. Dahabi said. 

He said that RJ is com- 
mitted to positive change 
in order to increase its effi- 
ciency and produce better 
results. 

Despite the adverse con- 
ditions, he added. RJ is 
commitied to maintaining 
safe operations and high 
product standm'ds in 1996. 

He said that a new safety 
board was formed to 
review, modify and stan- 
dardise procedures in 
order to reduce the likeli- 
hood of safety violations. 

RJ plans to increase cus- 
tomer satisfaction. "Suc- 
cess is the reward of air- 
lines which can bring 
about rapid productivity 
gains without cutting back 
on the all-importam ser- 
vice levels," he said. 

The opening of the 
Amman City Terminal this 
year has provided RJ pas- 
sengers with a “covenient 
alternative that would 
improve their satisfac- 
tion." 


The introduction of the 
advanced boarding pass 
service in local ^es 
offices, was another ser- 
vice launched this year, 
Mr. Dahabi said. 

Inflight meals, he added, 
were reviewed during the 
year to improve qu^ity 
and delivery 

RJ has also introduced a 
new business class service 
(Alia) on long haul rmiies 
IO North America, Far East 
and Indian sub-continent. 
Ivli. Dahabi said. 

“This senice ha» 
icpiaixfd the prcscui iiiM 
class service offered on 
tiiose routes. class 
seats and service will be 
maintained while appl^-isg 
business class fairs," he 
added. 

A professional team ha« 
recently conducted a ser- 
vice audit on several RJ 
flights. This activities 
che cked included reserva- 
tic ticket sale, check-in- 
. . ..Iter, boarding, meals 
and cleanliness, Mr. 
Dahabi said. 

He added that a task 
force was formed to evalu- 
ate the findings and the 
recommendations of this 
study. 

Mr. Dahabi concluded 
that “our biggest chal- 
lenges next year are to 
increase seat and load fac- 
tors and to reduce unit cost 
while at the same time 
improve our yields." 


Contracts won for 
work on Aqaba ports 


AMMAN (Petra) —A con- 
sortium of Jordanian and 
foreign linns Monday won 
two contracts from the Jor- 
danian Pons Coqx>radoD 
(JPC) to design and prepare 
documents and tenders; the 
Erst for a new industrial 
wharf in Aqaba and the sec- 
ond for maintenance of the 
existing harbour. 

JPC Director Mohammad 
Dalabib, who signed the 
contracts, stated that tbe 
projects were necessary in 
view of continued increases 
in the volume of exports by 
Jordanian companies deal- 
ing with phosphate and 
Dead Sea miner^s in addi- 
tion to the growing volume 
of new imports and exports 
dealing with compound fer- 
tilisers and phosphoric 
acid. 

The port facility's expan- 

Ambassador 
promotes . 
private sector 
cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Bahrani 
.Ambassador to Jordan 
.Mohammad Musallam has 
called fur private iiectors in 
his country as well as those in 
Jordan to inidaie ccopera- 
lioD uiiited al bolstering bilai- 
era] ties in economic trade ' 
and tourist arenas. 

Jn a .Monday interview with 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, to mark Strain's 
National Day. Mr. Musallam 
said that the private sectors 
are invited to conclude agree- 
ments to facilitate ahd ensure 
exchanges in these fields. 

He described tourism as 
one of the main areas where 
these sectors can actively 
cullaborate. both through 
tourist agencies and joint 
investments in tourist pro- 
jects. 

Mr. .Musallam-afflnned that 
Bahrain is also eager to 'pur- 
sue further collaboration with 
Jordan in vocational training 
as signed by the two sides 
earlier ihis year, and he out- 
lined this procedure as a first 
step towards coordination of 
bilateral human resources. 

The ambassador stated that 
visits by His Majesty King 
Hussein and Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti reflect 
the strong bonds between the 
citizens of both countries. 


sion will inevitably raise 
the volume of exports and 
imports from three million 
lonues ih 1995 to around 
eight million tonnes by the 
ei)d of tbe century, Mr Dal- 
abih said citing data from 
tbe Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company and tbe 
Arab Potash Company 
which operates near the 
southern tip of the Dead 
Sea. 

He said that the projected 
wharf will be 400 metres 
long and 20 metres wide 
and should be able to tam- 
age SO, 000 tonne vessels. 

Mr. Dal^ih said that tbe 
tender awarded for the 
whaifs research and 
designs is worth JD 
32,^K)0 and that designs 
are scheduled to be com- 
pleted within 230 days end- 
ing in August, 1997. 


As for the c^menance 
contract, he said that the 
work will involve nine 
wharfs, two of which were 
constructed in the early 
1960s and tbe remaining 
seven in 1980, adding that 
maintenance is necessary in 
Older to reinforce against 
earthquakes. 

Mr. Dalabih also stated 
that tbe maintenance con- 
tract is worth JD115, (X)0 
and that 120 days have been 
allotted to lavpare the 
designs and tender docu- 
ments after which the JPC 
will invite bidders for the 
work to be conducted in the 
next three years. 

He said that tbe JPC is 
earmarking JDSOO, ()00 ^ 
the work accomplished in 
1997 and will allocate nec- 
essary funds for the subse- 
quent years. 


m 


Kmg sends c^le of good -wishes to Bhutan 

AMMAN (Petra) — His M^fy King Huss«n 
M<»day sent a c^le of coogratulations in lus name 
and on behalf of tbe Jordanian people' to P^eadent 
oi B^tan, Sin^ >^^gtsock. coogratalat'ing bun on 
fus country's naciooal day. 

Lower House to convene Wednesd^ - - 

-AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parlia- 
mem will Wednesday convene under tUe chair- 
manship of Speaker Saad Hayel Srotir. Vc.-cerdc>. 
the Finance and Economy Comminee coovened 
under the chairmaxiship of Deputy Abed Musa 
Nahar with the.participaticm of the oumsters eff 
finance, tourism and antiquities, administrative 
development as well as the directors of the Civil 
Service Commision and the Budget Deparemrat 

Egyptian nuBBfer confinns power 6nk^ 

CAIRO (Pfetra) — Egyptian Mimster of E^tricitj' 
Maha Abaza has confinned that power links^e 
between JonJan and as well as that be^een 
Egypt and Libya will iN? in full operation as. of next 
Se^ember. 


Come and join us for a 

Christmas Breakfast 

at 

Amman Bookshop 

Friday Dec: 20 09:30- 11:30 
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eWorld News 

Rwandan refugees flood 
home from Tanzania 


NGARA. Tanzania (R) — Tens of thousands of Rwandan 
Hutu refugees ended their two-and-a-half years of exile in 
Tanzania Monday, trudging home to Rwanda in a tide esti- 
mated to total up to 300.0^ since the weekend. 

'‘According to our latest information, people are now 
crossing the border at a rate of 15.000 an hour.** said an offi- 
cial with the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) at its Ngara Operations Centre. 

Many refugees slept overnight on the road from the 
camps in Tanzania, as they did on Saturday night, but the 
border crossing at Rusomo Bridge remained open for thou- 
sands who kept walking. 

Trucks, buses and vans were ready inside Rwanda to pick 
up footsore refugees, whose wil) to stay out of Rwanda 
cracked with a brief flurry of blows from stick-wielding 
Tanzanian troops. 

Tanzania ordered oil 540.000 Rwandan Hutu refugees out 
by the end of the month and troops inter\'ened when many 
surged out of their camps last week and headed away>from 
the Rwandan border. 

The refugees left Rwanda in 1994 after Hutu mobs and 
militiamen* killed about 800.000 Tutsis and moderate 
Hucus. They say they fear reprisals from Tutsis if they 
return home. 

It wa.s unclear exactly how many refugees had entered 
Rwanda since Saturday but a column estimated by UNHCR 
at 2()0.000 Monday stretched for 90 kilometres inside 
Tanzania and aid workers expected the first in the line to 
cross later Monday. 

Anne Willem Bijleveld of UNHCR said Tanzanian sol- 
diers used force to break the grip of intimidators opposed to 
die return of die refugees. 

"In order to break tt\c* grip of the leaders. ..some sort of 
force must be used," lie said. “We’ve never been able to 
deal with the grip of intimidators. This was the main prob- 
lem from day one." 

.Asked why UNHCR would not protest to Tanzania, he 
said: “We feel the situation in Rwanda is conducive to 
return and that the people so far have been totally misled by 
their leaders.’* 

"-What vve witnessed is the military and police trying to do 
it (repatriation) in a most peaceful manner.*' Mr. Bijleveld 
added. 

UNHCR has been criticised by the human rights group 
Amnesty International for its stance over the Rwandan 
refugees in Tanzania, which Amnesty says is at odds with 
die U.N. agency's commitment to protect refugees from 
forced e.xpulsion. 

Rwandan and Tanzanian authorities barred journalists 
from die border area for much of the time but most refugees 
seemed resigned to returning under pressure from troops 
and police. 

The long column Monday included refugees from six 


comps who left Thursday in a failed attempt to avoid repa- 
triation. 

Another group who said they hoped to trek to Kenya was 
also ordered Sunday to turn on to a road leading t^ck to 
Rwanda. 

Human rights groups have reported no mass killings in 
Rwanda since an estimated 600.000 refugees flooded back 
from eastern Zaire last month after fighting forced them out 
of their camps. 

Foreign aid workers said Kizimana's refugee column 
included hundreds of Hutu hardliners, the camp intimida- 
tors. 

“There's definitely 10,000 or so who can't go back and 
won't go back. I was at the head of the column Saturday. 
For the flrst five kilometres, it was led by young men. 
young and beaIthy...Carrying very litde,** said a foreign aid 
official. 

Meanwhile. Zairean rebels Monday appealed to govern- 
ment troops to switch sides and join their forces, renewing 
a prop^anda war designed to weaken army morale ahead 
of President Mobutu Sese Seko's return home. 

The appeal was issued in two documents signed by two 
lieutenant-colonels in the Zairean army who have apparent- 
ly switched sides and joined the rebels. 

The documents were obtained by Reuters from senior 
aides to rebel leader Laurent Kabila, president of the rebel 
Alliance of Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Congo 
(ADFL). 

“It is 1. Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph Alidor Siku Tchomba. 
1 call on all members of the Zairean army to join the Congo 
Liberation Army (.ALC) so as to serve our nation.*’ one said. 

“I am addressing you today, to ask you to lay down your 
arms and join the ranks of the ALC in order to improve the 
lives of men. women and children in our dear country.'* said 
a second seven-page document signed by lieutenant- 
colonel. technician and chief of staff. Lokilo Nene Boseka. 

Both documents gave detailed career biographies of the 
soldiers' rise throu^ Zairean army ranks but said nothing 
about why they switched sides. The two soldiers were little 
known. 

Lt. Col. Tchomba said that indiscipline in the army was 
caused by non-payments, division, tribalism, non-respect 
for the hierarchy and the chief of the Zairean army himself. 

Zmrean rebels, who declared a ceaseflre and proposed 
negotiations last week, control much of North and South 
Kivu after a two-month campaign against the Zairean army. 

Zairean government forces, weakened by indiscipline and 
low morale, collapsed before the rebel advances at Coma, 
Bukavu and Uvira and the army fled, looting heavily, wit- 
nesses said. 

Coma residents say the defe» of the army in November 
has ended the tyranny of Zairean government soldiers in the 
town. 


Burma arrests 8 more opposition men^bers 


■BANGKOK (Agencie.i) — 
Burma's military authorities 
have arrested another eight 
members of Aung San Suu 
Kyi's opposition National 
League for Democracy 
(NLD). an NLD source said 
Monday. 

At least eight NLD mem- 
bers from Irrawaddy Divi- 
•‘ii.m. jii'ir iiuLside the Bur- 
inc.-^c capital were arrested 
Friday following student 
prcitesLs across the city', the 
NLD -source said by tele- 
phone from Rangoon. 

The arrests brought to 39 
the number of NLD mem- 
bers .still in detention fol- 
lowing a wave of student 
demonstration.^ which be- 
gan two weeks ago. spark- 
ing a security clampdown in 
R^goon. the source said. 

. The source also said ano- 
ther five NLD members had 
also detained but later re- 
leased. adding that pony of- 
ficials were still trying to 
determine why the Irrawad- 
dy activists had been picked 
up by the authorities. 

"We still don't know very 
much about thi.s." he said. 
“It's up to NLD officials to 
find out and take the neces- 
sary steps.” 

Meanwhile, panic buying 
after thi.s month's student 


unrest in the Burmese capi- 
tal has sent pnces of food 
staples rocketing at least 10 
per cent, residents said 
Monday. 

Prices jumped after retail- 
ers took advantage of a sud- 
den surge in demand while 
tight security upset cargo 
flows from the provinces, 
they told Reuters. 

Lofal analysts and resi- 
dents estimated prices, most 
notably of rice, meat and 
fish, had risen by at least 10 
per cent across the board 
and hit the poor the hardest. 

Earlier this month, univer- 
sity students launched the 
largest anti-government 
street prote.sts seen in 
Rangoon since the pro-de- 
mocracy uprisings of 1988 
which the miUtary crushed 
leaving thousands dead or 
in jail. 

*rhe ruling State Law and 
Order Restoration Council 
(SLORC) briefly detained 
more than 860 protesters 
this month. The students 
were demanding greater 
freedom and rights and pro- 
testing against police bru- 
tality. 

The government, deter- 
mined to stop the demon- 
strations growing into civil 
unrest, closed universities. 


placed five army ttuiks out- 
side Rangoon City Hail'and 
stationed troops around the 
capital. 

witnesses and diplomats 
said the show of force bad 
been effective. Students 
have not taken to the streets 
since. Rangoon was calm 
Monday. 

According to food deal- 
ers. cargo shipments from 
the provinces into Rangoon 
were continuing but securi- 
ty blocks along some roads 
in the capital made it hard 
for even distribution. 

“The market suddenly 
turned into a sellers' market 
when most people rushed to 
buy rice out of panic." said 
Ko San Tin, a construction 
worker from Dagon Myo- 
thit, a new satellite town 
northeast of Rangoon. 

‘To make matters worse, 
the retailers took advantage 
of the situation as demand 
grew." be said, adding some 
had sold out of stock within 
hours. 

"We hope the situation 
returns to normal as soon as 
possible." said another con- 
struction worker Ko Ban 
Maung. “Although we cannot 
expect the prices to come 
down much, we hope they 
won't fluctuate so much." 


Gorbachev calls for new 
union of former Soviet states 


MOSCOW (R) — Former 
Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, .still searching 
for a public role five years 
after the Soviet Union col- , 
lapsed, said Monday he 
could help forge a plan to 
renew a union of ex-Soviet 
republic.s. 

Largely ignored in the 
country he transformed by 
unleashing the reforms of 
perestroika and glasnost. 
Mr. Gorbachev called on a 
conference that included 
former aides and members 
of his Communist Party 
politburo to draft a plan for 
a new union. 

“I favour a new voluntary 
union of the sovereign gov- 
ernments. each enjoying 
equal rights, in the near 
fumre." he told the group. 

“Let's give thought as to 
how we can unify our work 
so that we could present to 
the politicians in power a 
well thought out. serious, 
responsible proposal,” said 
Mr. GoAachev, winner of 
the 1990 Nobel Peace Prize. 


Mr. Gorbachev. 65, who 
has recently renimed from 
visits to the United States 
and Europe to promote his 
memoirs, has long been 
haunted by the collapse of 
the Soviet Union in De- 
cember 1991 and the impact 
it has on his legacy. 

Since leaving office, be 
has sought a formula for 
winning support among for- 
mer Soviet republics for a 
new union. 

The new grouping 
“should take into account 
the national interest of Rus- 
sia and of our nearest neigh- 
bours. the citizens of the 
former Soviet republics.” 
Mr. Gorbachev said. 

Of the former Soviet 
states, only Belarus has dec- 
lared its interest in reuniting 
with Russia. 

Mr. Gorbachev left the 
Kremlin on Dec. 25, 1991. 
soon after Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltin. and the 
leaders of Ukraine'ahd Bel- 
arus signed an agreement 
ending the Soviet Union. 


The father of perestroika 
and giasnost has often com- 
plained the agreement was a 
conspiracy that unleashed a 
wave of hard times across 
the former superpower. 

“Why did Russia need 
independence? From whom 
did they need to be indepen- 
dent? itselfT' Mr. Gorba- 
chev asked. 

In his comments, the for- 
mer leader suggested that he 
was soil struggling to un- 
derstand the events that rel- 
egated the Soviet Union to 
the dustbin of history. 

“What are the reasons for 
the USSR’s collapse?" he 
asked. 

He then placed the blame 
on rival Yeltsin's policies 
and on the leaders of the 
August 1991 coup, whose 
failed effort to revive a 
hardline Communist gov- 
ernment prompted the Sov- 
iet republics to declare their 
independence. 


Bangladesh 
marks 25 _ 
years of 
independence 

DHAKA (K) — Bangla- 
desb niailced its indepen- 
dence silver jubilee Mon- 
day with spectacular mili- 
tary' fanfare, ending a 
month of events celebrat- 
ing the country's liberation 
from Pakistan. 

Chinese-built tanks and 
armoured vehicles joined a 
Victory Day parade as MiG 
aircraft flew overhead. Pre- 
sident Shahabuddin Ahmad 
took a salute from a march 
past by army, navy and air 
force troops. 

I Prime Minister Sbeikb 
I Hasina. her cabinet col- 
leagues and other political 
leaders watched the show 
from under a huge canopy. 

Tens of thousands of peo- 
ple flocked to a memorial 
to lay wreaths and pay nib- 
ute to the war dead while 
political leaders made 
speeches vowing to contin- 
ue their struggle against 
poverty and hunger. 

Bangladesh, formerly 
Bast Pakistan, won inde- 
pendence with India’s ba- 
cking on Dec. 16. 1971. af- 
ter nine months of fighting. 

On that day. more than 
90.(X)0 Pakistani troops 
surrendered to the joint 
Bangladesh-lndia m'llitary 
command in Dhaka. 

Mrs. Hasina's govern- 
ment. whose Awami 
League Party led the war 
effort, marked the 25th 
anniversary with a month- 
long programme of semi- 
nars and exhibitions. 

State-owned television 
organised talks, showed 
library pictures of the war 
and staged plays. 

Mrs. Hasina’s arch rival, 
former Prime Minister Be- 
gum Khaleda Zia. is taking 
medical treatment in Saudi 
Arabia. But she sent a vic- 
tory-day message urging 
people to work hard for- 
creating a better future for 
ffiem. 

Mrs. Hasina's Awami 
League woo elections in 
June for the fust time in 21 
years, but is now facing 
growing threats to topple 
her. Mrs. Khaleda's Bang- 
ladesh Nationalist Party 
(BNP) lost no time in laun- 
ching a campaign to oust 
the new govemment 



Former P akistan i cricket captain Imran Khan flashes a victory sign during a rally 
which is part of his election campaign in Karachi Sunday (Keuter photo) 

Imran Khan predicts victory in 
Pakistan’s ‘revolution’ election 


! KARACHI (AFP) — For- 
mer Pakistan cricket star 
Imran Khan said Monday 
I his new political party 
would take power after 
elections in February that he 
' predicted woul ’ be a “revo- 
lution” for the country. 

“1 can see a big revolution 
in Pakistan tlvough the 
elections. This will be an 
historic election and I be- 
lieve my party, which will 
field honest and oew peo- 
‘ple. will win the elecuous,” 
he said in an interview. 

“People will trust new 
faces," the 43-year-old for- 
mer national cricket team 
captain said. 

Mr. Khan, who launched 
his Movement For Justice 
(Tehreek-e-lnsaaf) in April 
said his party would field 
c^didates in 700 national 
and provincial constituen- 
cies. 

Mr. Khan became a bitter 
rival of deposed Premier 
Benazir Bhutto even before 
launching into politics. He 
is now campaigning on a 
platform of clean , govern- 
ment.- • ■ ■ >' ■ 

“We have a message of 
love and justice." he said, 
adding that his election 
efforts in different parts of 
the country “have been a 
great success.” 

Mr. Khan, currently in the 
country’s largest city, 
Karachi, said he would con- 
test the election in ail four 
provinces of the country. 

He vowed to defeat Ms. 
Bhutto's Pakistan Peoples' 
Parly (PPP) and the Pakis- 
tan Muslim League led by 
another former prime min- 
ister, Nawaz Shuif. 

After leading Pakistan to 
World Cup victory in Aus- 
tralia in 1992. Mr. Khan re- 
tired from cricket to devote 
himself to raising funds 
from the public for u cancer 
hospital he later built in his 
hometown of Lahore in 
memory of his mother. 

He married Jemima, 
daughter of Anglo-French 


tycoon Sir James Gold- 
smith. in 1995 stirring up a 
controversy in Pakistan. His 
opponents dubbed bim a 
hypocrite for marrying a 
girl who converted to Islam. 
It has hardly dented his pop- 
ulariiy however. 

Mr. Khan smd after com- 
ing into power his party 
would punish corrupt politi- 
cians. reform the adminis- 
tration and police and take 
steps to encourage foreign 
investment 

Movement For Justice 
would work for the estab- 
lishment of “true” Islamic 
institutions in the country 
after initiating a national 
debate. Mr. Khan said. 

T do not think that any 
Western country would 
object if there is edightened 
Islam in Pakistan. Instead, 
they should be happy that 
we are going to make 
Pakistan an enlightened 
Islamic state,” he said. 

“Even the West does not 
know what Islam is all 
about. If there U a revolu- 
tion is my Muilirn country. ‘ 
then th^ get afraid of fun- 
damentalism. They also 
should get a bit relaxed. 
This is our shortcoming, 
that we never explained 
Islam to the West,” Mr. 
Khan said. 

He pledged “revolution- 
ary*’ changes in the educa- 
tion and health sectors. 

Mr. Khan said his govern- 
ment would pursue an inde- 
pendent foreign policy and 
promote self-reliance for 
national uplift. 

His par^ would develop 
relations with China. Tur- 
key. Iran, and Saudi Arabia, 
he said, describing these 
countries as “traditional 
allies." 

He said it would not be 
possible for a government 
of his party to have relations 
with Israel until the is.sue of 
Jerusalem was resolved. 

Meanwhile, two more 
.senior police officers were 
anested in Karachi Monday 


Former Japanese prime minister 
announces plan to form new party 


TOKYO (AFP) — Former 
Japanese Premier Tsutomu 
Hata announced Monday a 
plan to leave the New 
Frontier Party and form a 
new pait>'. in a move that 
will mark a breakup of 
Japan's second largest polit- 
ick group. 

“It is neces.sary to set up a 
new party within the year.*’ 
Mr. Hata told a joint press 
conference with New Fron- 
tier Party leader Ichiro Oza- 
wa. 

The move came after Mr. 
Ozawa failed to persuade 
Mr. Hata to stay at a series 
of meetings .since last week. 

The number of lawmakers 
joining Mr. Hata's party 
was yet to be announced, 
his aide said. 


The New Frontier Party 
was formed in late 1994 by 
defectors from the powerful 
Libera) Democratic Party 
(LDP), the Buddhist-backed 
Komeito and other groups. 

The year-end is "consid- 
ered a deadline if the 
planned party wants to be 
eligible for government 
subsidies, which are extend- 
ed annually to political par- 
ties existing at the begin- 
ning of a year. 

Mr. Hata was prime min- 
ister for two montks from 
April 1994. heading a coali- 
tion government under the 
strong influence of Mr. 
Ozawa, the reputed pow'er 
broker. 

Mr. Hata reportedly deci- 
ded to form a new polidcal 


party because be believed 
his tense relationship with 
Mr. Ozawa could not be sal- 
vaged. 

Morihiro Ho.sokawa. ano- 
ther former prime minister 
who is reportedly on bad 
terms ^-iih Mr. Ozawa, made 
an aborted utiempi to break 
from the party just after the 
OcL 20 general elections. 

The New Frontier Party, 
which suffered a setback In 
the last general elections, 
has 152 seats in the all- 
important lower house of 
parliament, compared to the 
LDP's 238. 

Mr. Hata's group is repor- 
tedly seeking an alliance 
with the Democratic Party, 
the third largest force with 
52 seals in ihe lower hou.se. 


Senators raise doubts on CIA nominee 


WASHINGTON (R) — Republicans on the 
Senate Intelligence Committee said Sunday 
they were troubled by President Bill 
Clinton’s nomination of Anthony Lake to 
head the CIA and declined to predict he 
would be confirmed. 

Sen. Richard Shelby, the panel’s incom- 
ing chairman, denied a suggestion that 
Republicans had chosen Mr. L&e, current- 
ly the White House oadonal security advis- 
er, to be their “whipping boy” among Mr. 
Clinton's second-term cabinet nominees. 

“Any nominee, including Mr. Lake, 
should be one with the hipest integrity 


above everything. And .some past conduct 
troubles me. as it troubles a lot of other peo- 
ple in the senate,” Sen. Shelbv said on the 
ABC programme This Week. ’ 

The Alabama Republican was referring to 
Mr. Lake s role in keeping secret a 1994 
White House decision that the United States 
would not object when Croatia allowed 
Iraman arms to be shipped through its terri- 
tory to Bosnia. 

Mr. Lake also f^e.s questions about pos- 
sible conflicts of interest because he failed 
to take timely actron on orders to sell off his 
personal holdings in energy stocks. 
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Ships sink I 

off Japan ^ 
in new j 

blow for 
U.S. Navy 

TOKYO (R) — Two small 
U.S. Navy ships sank off 
Okinawa in separate inci- 
dents Monday in a fresh 
embarrassment for the U.S. 
military in Japan. 

The sinking of the two 
amphibious craft, in which 
all 21 crew members were 
rescued unharmed, came 
Just as Japanese mineswee- 
pers started searching for 
an unexploded bond) dro- 
ishes a victory sign during a rally pped in Okinawan waters 
Sunday (Keuter photo) by a U.S. warplane. 
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S. Korean court commutes Chun’s 
sentence to life; businessmen freed 


SEOUL I R t — A South Ko* 
rean appealb court Mondas 
commuted iJie death sen- 
tence on cx-Prcsiden! Chun 
Doo Hwan. mastermind of 
the 1980 massacre in 
Kivangju. and cut the jail 
term of anotiier former pre- 
sident. 

The court also reduced the 
sentences on a clutch «)f ge- 
nerals lied 10 the events and 
Id five business tycoons, 
including (he head nfi the 
giant Ouewuii Grsmp. v/alk 
free from bnhery charges. 

In decisiuns that omrnged 
victims of Uic 1980 milirarv' 
atrocity and sxxfiencd the 
impact of un anti-corruption 
drive. 

The Seoul High Court 
granted leniency to nearly 
.all leading, actors in the 
country's "(rial of the ceniu- 
ry." 

The most -dramatic deci- 
sion was to commute .Mr. 
Chun's death sentence to 
life imprisonment on chur- 
ges that included ordering 
an attack; on democracy ac- 
tivists in the southern town 
of Kw'angju. Several hun- 
dred died when a May 18 
in.surrection w'as pul down 
by crack parturoopers. 

The verdicts, laced with 
saying.s from the Chinese 
classics and even Latin. slM 
ofi' gasps of disbelief and 
anger among 250 specia- 
tor.s. including fiiniilies of 
some Kw'angju victims. 
Outside iJic court, the moth- 
er of one victim. Lee Kcum- 
Soon, w'cpt us she de- 
nounced the decision. 


'‘ITiis i> obviously a pre- 
pared script. My son was* 
handicapped during the 
Kwangju massacre. The 
people \>f Kwangju are still 
living with anger from that 
incident." .she told repor- 
ters. 

Nearby, 1 5 protesters 

staged a sit-down demon-’ 
strut ion. 

"Bring back my son to 
life." one protester yelled. 

The three-judge panel cut 
to 17 years from 22-1/2 
years the jail term for Mr. 
Chun’s successor, Roh Tae- 
Woo. It al.so reduced the jail 
terms of 1 2 former generaks, 
kept one unchanged and 
upheld the acquittal of a 
14th general. 

Jail terms of up to three 
years imposed on Daewoo 
Founding Chairman Kim 
WtXhChoong, as well as the 
chairmen of the Dong-Ah 
and Jinro groups were sus- 
pended for three vearK. The 
chairman of Daewoo Curp.. 
a unit of Mr. Kim'.s Daewoo 
Group, was cleared along 
with the chairman of the 
Hanbo Group. 

The businessmen whose 
sentences were suspended 
had been convicted of bri- 
bety. mainly involving busi- 
ne.ss commcis, during Au- 
gust's verdicts against the 
TWO disgraced ex-presi- 
dents. Mr. Chun was presi- 
dent from 1980 to 1988 
when he handed over to Mr. 
Ruh who ruled until 1993. 

Mr. Chun and Mr. Roh 
were convicted of mutiny 
and treason over a 1979 


coup that launched Mr. 
Chun's political career and 
led to the Kw:uigju amKity. 
Separately, they were found 
guilty of ama.ssing hundreds 
of million.s of dollars in 
slu.sh funds. 

Dressed in pale blue pri- 
son uniforms — Mr. Chun 
prisoner 3 1 24 and Mr. Roh 
prisonef 1042 — stood 
side-by-.side a.s the panel’.s 
decision was read. 

Chief Judge Kw-un .Sung, 
explaining that a rensoii for 
Mr. Chun's .sentence being 
commuted was that iiv peace- 
fully transferred the presiden- 
cy to Mr Roh. added: "Lo- 
siiig political power doesn't 
necessarily mean death.” 

In another pan of his rul- 
ing the judge said: "A gen- 
eral who surrenders' should 
not be put to death.” 

In reducing Mr. Roh's 
sentence the judge .said: 
"Although Roh is guilty of 
similar chargc.s, we have to 
dllTercntiatc between a inu.s- 
termind and a follower." 

Both men can make u 
final appeal to the Supreme 
Court and President Kim 
Young-Sam also can gram 
full pardons. 

Kwangju families said the 
verdicts were a cynical poli- 
tical manipulation ahead of 
presidential elections next 
year. 

Current head of state Kim 
Young-Sam needs the sup- 
port of right-wingers, who 
once rallied around Mr. 
Chun and Mr. Roh, in pick- 
ing his successor after hi.s 
term expires. 


Clinton’s national security team 
to focus on nuclear proliferation 


WASHINGTO.N fRi -- 
President Bill Clinton .s.tid 
his new n.ation:il security 
team w'ould focu> on curb- 
ing nuclear pnilifcraiion 
and post-cold war security 
threats like terrorism, while 
promoting free trade and 
economic growth. 

Mr. Clinton said he had a 
clear vision for the new 
team, w-hich is m include 
U.N. Ambassador Made- 
leine .Albrighi ;w secretary 
of slate and National Secu- 
rity Adviser Anthony Lake 
as director of the Central 
Intelligence .Agency. 

*T think we've got a clear 
vision ... .At the end ot the 
cold war. going inti) a world 
which is a global village, 
what do we hu'c to do to 


eahtince the security of the 
.American people? We have 
to finish the unfinished 
business of the cold war," 
Mr. Clinton said in on inter- 
view with C-Span aired 
Sunday night. The inter- 
view was taped on Dec. 9 

Mr. Clinton's recent cabi- 
net appuinuncnis were wel- 
comed by lawmakers, but 
many observers said the 
new national security team 
lacked a clear vision. 

In addition to continuing 
negotiations with Russia on 
Jis'maniling both countries' 
nuclear or.v;na!s, the new 
team would have to deal 
with "the new security 
ilueaLs of the 2 1st century, 
especially enhanced icrror- 
isni, proliferation of weti- 


pons, including biological 
and chomicaJ weapon.^," he 
said. 

"And then we have lo cre- 
ate a system of cooperation 
where nations share more of 
the burdens and responsibil- 
ities," Mr. Clinton said, cit- 
ing as examples peacekeep- 
ing efforts coordiniitcJ 
within NATO, and U.N. in- 
voivement in the Gulf War. 

Finally, tlic team would 
have to focus on creating "a 
global economic .system that 
is more open and more 
cxpan.sive and gives more 
countries a chance in partici- 
pate in the economic growth 
in a way that is also lair to 
countries like die Lhiiied 
Stales, which have kept nur 
markci.s open," he .said. 


Croat refugees from Serbia resettle 
former Serb-held Croatian province 


1C 


KISTANJE. Croatia (AFPi 
— Crtiais are rcsenhng the 
area held lor four years by 
Croatian Serbs as the sell- 
proclaimed Republic of 
Krajina before they were 
driven out by Zagreb's lor- 
ce.s, 

fV Ironically, the new arri- 
vals are Croats who iormer- 
ly lived in Serbia's province 
of Kosovo before ihey were 
forced to leave in 1991 after 
a crackdowm by the authori- 
ties in Belgrade. 

The small town of Kisia- 


njc. in the Dalmatian hinier- 
ianJ between Sibenik and 
Knin. L considered to be 
the birthplace of the idea of 
a Republic of Krajina. when 
local Serbs rebellcdjigainsi 
Croatiii's secession from 
Vucoskivia. 

Ihe rowm i.s now de.scrtcd 
following the flight of 
ISfl.lXK) Serbs into neigh- 
bouring Bosnia or S»crt)ia 
proper in the face of the 
Croatian array’s lightning 
offensive Iasi year. 

The thou.sartds ol Croat 


refugees Zagreb hoped 
would fill the vaccuum 
spontaneously failed lo ma- 
terialise, and Kisiunjc is :it 
the heart of n pilot .scheme 
de.signed to encourage re- 
populafiun of the :ircii, 
which has become virtually 
a wasteland. 

Candidates for rcseltle- 
ment include Croatian citi- 
zens witll piulicuhir exper- 
tise to aid development and 
reconstruction, or those 
who lack empolnymcm and 
housing. 


Vietnam 
remembers 
national 
struggle, 
50 years on 

HANOI (R) — Vietnam's 
ofiicinl media Monday 
launched un elaborate cele- 
bRitton of the countrx'*.s 
stniggle for independence 
from France and called on 
people to draw* u lesson of 
national solidarity and 
Communist Party leader- 
ship. 

Dailies and the niricial 
news agency carried leng- 
thy accounts of u bloody 
. battle between French 
itoops and Vlci Minh for- 
ces which began in the 
streets nf Hanoi on Dec. 
19, 194b, :ind raged fur bO 
days'. 

The 30ih anniversary of 
that dale, which Vietnam 
formally recogni.ses as the 
Stan of the war against 
French colonial rule, will 
be marked with ceremo- 
nies in the capital Thurs- 
day. 

"Tlte 60 days and nights 
of fighting have given us 
precious lessons, including 
lessons about building 
great unity uf ull the peo- 
ple. about die role of party 
leadership and the political 
system," said Hanoi Ma- 
yor Hoang Van Nghien. 

'Tn particular, there is a 
lesson about building de- 
fence by all the people and 
in building the people's 
strength for the' .struggle to 
defend the fatherland." Mr. 
Nghien w;ls quoted as tel- 
ling a meeting of 1 .000 of- 
ficials and war veterans 
Satiird.'iy. 

.State media has carried 
lule.s of heroism and his- 
toric victories ahead of the 
anniversary and on Friday 
the defence minister. Ge- 
neral Doan Khue. issued a 
rallying cry to the niitiiarx'. 

Gen. Khue. who ranlcs 
sixth in the elite poliiburo. 
warned that hostile forces 
were stepping up their 
efforLs to undermine the 
country’s Communist gov- 
ernment. 

He .said Hanoi had 
snia.shed hundreds of plots 
to s;iboiuge or incite riots 
over the past lew years and 
needed to seize the oppor- 
tunity now to strengthen 
the military through ^iter 
equipment, belter person- 
nel and increa.sed rrainine, 
"In the current world cli- 
mulc of fierce ccmfiicts 
between nation.s and class- 
es. any couniry that doe.s 
not know how to use wea- 
pons deserves to be treated 
as a slave," he s:iid. 

Vietnam News Agency 
said the 1946 Hanoi battle, 
in which the VietnumcM.’ 
used ancient French mus- 
kets, old American Reming- 
ton rifles, spears, swords 
.and ntiichcics. v.'js triggered 
by the French governniem's 
violation of peace accords. 

After eighl more ye;irs of 
fighting, the Viet Minh coii- 
fmlled much of VieUtum and 
.sealed their victory over the 
French with the xeige and 
battle of Diet) Rien Phu in 
1954. 


Serbian court gives control 
of second town to opposition 


BELGR.ADE iR> — A cuun 
in the .Serbian town of 
Smederoxska Pafanka Mon- 
day ordered the local elec- 
tnr.^1 commission to give 
contnst of the municipal 
council to the opposition 
Z:ijedno tTogetheri Coali- 
tion. a Zajedno spokesman 
said. 

Spokesman Slolxidaii Vu- 
ks.inovic said die court or- 
dered the electoral commis- 
sion [o accept the rc.sults of 
polling held four weeks 
agi.». after the commission 
annulled the poll citing "ir- 
regulariics." On Sunday a 
coun in the southern city of 
.Nis ordered that victory 
should be handed hack to 
Z:ijcdno. 

"This IS very good news, 
but it goes only half-way." 
Mr. Vuksanovic said. "We 
sitll dc»n'i know whether the 
electoral comniission will 
accept the niling. hut people 
now see that their demon- 
strating bring.s results." 

Opposition protestor'- hea- 
ded into a fifth week of 
street Jemonsiraiiuns in the 
Serbian capital Mondriv 
iKHisfcJ by President Siobc*- 
dan MiIo.sevic's biggest 
concession yet to his re- 
gime’s opponents. 

Another da\ of protests — 
the 2Sih in succession — 
were planned for Belgrade 
and around .30 regional 
towns as the opposition at- 


tempted to broaden the ami- 
government mmemeni. 

.Signs that the huge de- 
monstration of public anger 
was paying oft came Sun- 
day when a state-controlled 
conn in NIs. Serbia's sec- 
ond city, ordered mo\ es 
which are likely to restore 
the opposition's sweeping 
victory in the town in last 
monih'.s local elections. 

In Cenex a, top interna- 
tional official Carl Bildl fur- 
Uier stoked iniemarional np- 
'posiiion xxhcti he urged Nlr. 
Milosevic to peacefully set- 
tle his conflict w ith the prt»- 
lesiors. and ‘.vamed the 
couniry was "headed for 
disaster." 

The L'nifcd States began 
turning the screxv on Nlr. 
.Miloscxic by holding its 
first official contacts '.xiih 
the opposition Sunday in 
Geneva. 

The 90-minufe Geneva 
meeting brought together 
L'.S. .Assistant Secretary of 
Stale John Konthlum and 
leading oppi'siiion figure 
Vuk Draskoxic. 

.Another opposition leader 
Zuran Djindjic hailed the 
court ruling as a "concc.s- 
sion" and "a sign of detente 
by the auihorilie.s," 

Mr. Djindjic was address- 
ing a rally in Belgrade after 
the court ruling gave the 
electoral commission 10 
davs to look attain at results 


affecting 2b of the 70 seats 
on the Nis Municipal Coun- 
cil. 

Sexenieen students in .\i> 
began a 240 kilometre pro- 
test marcli in relays to Bel- 
grade to mark their solidari- 
ty xxiih students there and 
XX ere e.xpecied to airixe in 
the capital Tuesday. 

They called for a meeting 
with .Mr. .Milosevic, who 
since ihe start of the ensis a 
month ago. has refused lo 
be drawn into a xxur of 
words wiUt either the stu- 
dents or opposition protes- 
tors. 

Mr. Bildl, in Geneva for 
ulks on hiimanitariun issues 
concerning Bosnia, said: 
".Mtlosex ic has lo recognise 
that he has to climb doxxn.” 

"Througliour the last year 
and a half I haxe taken a 
dim xiexx of the situation in 
Serbia because the combi- 
nation of political, econom- 
ic and social pn.'blems is so 
immense after the failures 
of the last few years ih;ii it 
V. ill be really challenging lo 
prevent major prc*hlems." 
said Mr Bildl, xxhe* is the 
international community's 
high represeniatixe for Bos- 
nia. 

.Asked if Mr. Milosevic 
had to go. .Mr. Bildt said; 
"There has to be a democra- 
tic proces.s. Whoexer they 
choose in that process will 
huxe to bear responsibility 


for fundamental reform." 

The Nov. 17 local elec- 
tions marked Mr. Milosc- 
xic's biggest elcctor,i! .set- 
back .ts the opp..»siric‘n coa- 
lition Together won control 
of 15 t)f the country's IS 
bigge.si towns. 

ft prompted draconian 
moxes to annul tlie resiiliN, 

which sparked the mass 
.-itreet protests xxhiJt h.ixc 
regularly broiiehi croxxd> uf 
inn.Oi.JO onto Belgrade's 
streets and led ili cxindcm- 
nation by the iiHcrnanon.it 
community. 

The L'liiicJ .States has led 
Calls fv*r Mr. ^lilo.■»e\lc to 
recognise iJie results I'f the 
municipal etectic■n^. and '.lie 
s»ppi.isiiion has iusi-ied the 
marches will go »,‘n until 
then. 

"Wc N'liexc lh:!t it i< now 
essential for Pre^iJen: .Milo- 
sevic to accept the results oi 
the election and to open 
himself to a continuing de- 
mocratic pr»»cess with ali 
dcmiK'ralic forces in the 
c“oimrry." .Mr. kornbliirn 
said after the Gcite’.a meet- 
ing .Sunday 

Mr. Diuskoxi,. .iccused 
Mr. Miloscxic "prouA- 
ing xiolencc. bloi'dshcd. 
even civil war xxithin Ser- 
bia." saying he w;i> "maybe 
ready to repeat the scenario 
frc'm :i few y ears ago when 
he priratoted a civil war m 
Yugoslaxia." 


Taleban refuse amnesty for opponents 


K.ABUL l APl — .A senior 
officitil ruled out amnesty 
for opponents of .Afghanis- 
tan'.s Taleban government 
Monday, dampening pros- 
pects for a peace pact to end 
the hitter civil war. 

The Taleban '.s deputy for- 
eign minister, Sher Moham- 
mad Sionikzai, also took a 
hard line on restrictions on 
women and said aid work- 
er were still .subject to 
arrexi, denying claims from 
iniemuiional aid agencie.(t 
that his government was 
beginning to show flexibili- 
ty* 

In recent weekx. the Uni- 
ted Nations peace en\oy. 
Dr Norben Holl has been 
shunling throughout the re- 
gion to try to broker u peace 
agreement, beginning with 
a cea.*,erire between the Ta- 
Icban. who control two 
thirds of .Afghanistan, and 
their opponents, who are 
concentrated in the nnnh. 

Ru.shid Dostum, who is 
ba.sed in nonhern Mazar-e- 
Sharif is reportedly ready to 
stop fighting and share 
power. 

But Mr. Stanikzai said 
(hut EX>.stum would have to 
lace "the naiion" for his 
alleged crimes. 

"Ru.shid Drisium is res- 
ponsible for the deaths of 
I hundreds of ihousamls.) of 
people," Mr. Stanikzai said. 
"Even If the government 
e.\eu.ses Dostum, the nation 
xx’ill nor excuse him. The 
personal chorees ugain.si 
h'lm cannot be excused.” 

Mr Stanikzai said the 


same was true for the other 
leaders of the coalition bat- 
tling the Taleban, including 
ou.sted President Surhanud- 
din Rabbani and his mili- 
tary chief. Ahmed- Shah 
Massood. 

But he singled out Mr. 
Do.stuni because of his links 
to the Soviet-backed gov- 
ernment of President Naji- 
bullah, who wa.s tortured 
and hung when the Taleban 
took control of Kabul in 
September. 

Four years ago, Najibul- 
lah, who uses only one 
name, handed pnwV to 
Muslim rebels he had 
fought for nearly 14 years. 
He then took refuge* in a 
U.N. compound in i^abuk 

Muslim in.surgenis imme- 
diately turned their guns on 
each other destroying near- 
ly 70 per cent of Kabul and 
killing more than 30,000 
people. 

.Mr Stanikzai reiterated a 
Taleban proposal for an 
interim government made 
up of repre.semaiive^ of all 
the warring panie.s. but the 
threat of retribution against 
Mr. Dostum and others 
meant that they were un- 
likely to accept the utTer 

He also ruled out any 
ceasefire that would divide 
the country. 

•*We xvould not accept 
xilhers ruling those provin- 
ces” currently in their cne- 
mic.s hands, he said. 

.Mr. Stanikzai 'also dis- 
missed claims from the 
United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refusees that 


their .Afghan employees 
were safe from arrest. 

Last week. Taleban autho- 
rities released four LINHCR 
workers held for 23 days for 
"ami-govemmetu aeiivl- 
Ues." 

The arrests had inhibited 
critical winter relief work 
for all the agencies who 
deal with hundreds of thou- 
sands of war refugees. 

'The UNCHR tdong with 
.several other aid groups is 
providing desperately need- 
ed blankets, clothes and 
plastic sheeting to cover the 
gaping holes of their 
bombed-out homes. 

The UNHCR said it had 
received "firm a.ssurances" 
(here vx’ould be no repeat 
arre.sr&. which angered Mr 
Stanikzai. 

“The UNHCR xxamed to 
bring pres.sure on u.s (but) 
we will never compnimise 
with anyone against our 
naiionul interest." Mr. Sta- 
nikzai said, addressing a 
small group of reporters in 
his Foreign Ministry of- 
fices. "Especially (Afghani 
nationals working for for- 
eign agencies." 

He said the four had been 
released because their ac- 
tions had only "indirectly" 
helped the enemy. Asked to 
specify, he said they had 
told an .American telex i.sion 
network that the Taleban 
had carried out atrocities 
against civilians, especially 
xx’omen, 

"That xvas baseless propa- 
ganda.'' he said. 

* He also heatedlv dis- 


missed claim'' h\ Terry 
Pii/ner. vxhu heads L'NHCR 
operatixins in Kabul, tbit the 
TaJiban were shoxx mg grea- 
ter fiexibiliiy and 'would 
soon allow girls to go to 
school. 

The Tulcban ha.s .shut 
down girls' schovils. banned 
women from working, and 
forced women to don head- 
to-toe covering since taking 
control of the capital. 

"They comniined them- 
selves fxir the first time to 
education for males and fe- 
males through the 12ih 
grade." .Mr. Phzner had said 
Sunday, a day after meeting 
Taleban officials. 

Mr. Stanikzai. who per- 
ceived by Wo.srerners in Ka- 
bul as presenting the “mod- 
erate" face uf the Taliban, 
said “wc are not required to 
give thi.s guarantee to the 
world." 

He warned the imernaisu- 
na! community to mind its 
own business. 

"U is our own prtxblem 
and our ox>.n business." he 
said. 

He aUo '^id that the Tale- 
ban sought genera! elec- 
tions within three years — 
but he xvuuld mil guarantee 
unixersa! suffrage fixr xxv*- 
men. saying that xx,^uld be 
decidei! after the fighting 
had 'topped. 

The Taleban. mostly for- 
mer Iskimic clerics and 
seminarians, also have 
bunnexi music, games and 
movies, and require men to 
wear beards and go to the 
mosque. 


Europeans form U.N. Rapid Reaction Force 


COPENHAGEN iRi — 
Defence ministers from se- 
x’en nations led by Denmark 
signed an agreement Sun- 
day to set up a 4,000-man 
multinaiionai force for use 
in international peacekeep- 
ing xiperaiions. 

the force, the LLN. Stand- 
by High Readiness Brigade 
(SHlRBRlGi. xx’ill be at the 
di.spusul of the U.N. Securi- 
ty Council fur international 
peacekeeping and pre-emp- 
tive onii-conllict operations. 


a Danish Defence iVlini.siry 
spokesman told Reuters. 

The ministry said the 
force of .soldiers from .Aus- 
tria, Canada. Denmark, die 
Netherlands. Nonxay, Po- 
land and Sweden would ini- 
tially have its headquoners 
in Ctenmark. 

"One of the L'niied .Na- 
tions problems is the long 
lime it takes to react to new 
peacekeeping exercises. 
There is too long time bet- 
ween the decision to .set up 


an operation and the actual 
deployment of peacekeep- 
ing troops in contlici areas." 
it said in a staiemcm. 

"Ci>nnicis which could be 
halted by prompt interven- 
tion tend to escalate, hence 
the Danish initiative to es- 
tablish a sxvifi action, high 
readines.s U.N. brigade.” 

In addition to the defence 
minisierx of the participat- 
ing nulions. Finland and 
Ireland attended the signing 
ceremony at Ebberup on the 


central Danish island of 
Funen a*, nhse-xers. 

The ministry said the bri- 
gade would aim i>' deploy 
sxxiiily in conflict -.sreas ai 
two to four xveek' notice 
and slay for a m.jximum 
six-muiuh penod prior to 
the arrival of normal L'.N. 
peacekeeping forces. 

It said planning staff xvould 
start work on csinWishing the 
force in Denm.!rk next year 
and it should he tully i.ipcra- 
lional b> 1999. 


Russia opens representative office in Taiwan 


T.AlPEl iR'j — Russia's 
unofficial ambassador to 
Ttiiwun, having arrived on 
the island to i>|ien a repre- 
senliwive ulftce. said Mon- 
day lh:it .Mii.scow' hoped to 
begin direct air iink.s with 
Taipei by spring. 

Retired diplomat Victor 
Trifonov said Russia had 
picked private carrier Trans- 
aero ix> ily the Taiwan route 
and expected the flights to 
boost bilateral e.xchanges. 

"Personally . I hope that by 
spring it will be possible to 
start reguhir flighis for two 
sides. ... I'm sure the uir 
links would promote ex- 


changes.” Mr. Trifonov told 
reponers xluring a courtesy 
call Ji Taiwan’s Fc>reign Mi- 
nistry. 

"Our air cc»mp;my, Trans- 
aero, is ready for this, and I 
hxipe your .lirline will Join 
Transaero so it will be bibi- 
eral flights." he added. 

Taiwan Foreign .Minister 
John Chung confirmed the 
sides hud been negotiating 
reciprocal fiighi rights and 
would likely .strike u deal in 
ejirly 1997. 

The ministry issued a 
statement echoing .Mr. Tri- 
fonov's de.sire to boost ties. 

"The Russia represcmoiive 


office, together with our rep- 
reneniaiivc 'jffice in .Moscoxv. 
will seek to boost economic, 
lechnolngical. academic and 
cultural exchanges between 
the two countrie.x,” the min- 
istry .said. 

Taiwan set up its Moscow 
office in 1993. 

.Moscow, which has for- 
mal lies with Communist 
China rather than Taipei's 
exiled Republic of China, 
showed little imeix'sl in Tai- 
wan during the Soviet era. 
but bos come to envy the 
island's prosperity at a time 
of economic crisi.s ui home. 

China, which regunl'i Tai- 


w an as a renegade province, 
objects to foreign coiuuries 
c.siablishing ft«rmul links 
with Taipei and refi t.i 
recognise ihv*se xvlvj ^u). 

China and Taiwan split in 
1949 after the Chinese Civ il 
War. Beijing tries U» Isol..:. 
the island diplomatieiv but 
tolerates unofficial ties bet- 
ween Taiwan und the world. 

Taipei suffered a major 
blow- in its quest to defy the 
isuluiioii when the biggest 
of its 3u diplomatic aifie.s. 
South Al-rica. announced it 
would .sever its official 
Taipei ties and recosnise 
Beijing in 1997. 
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Keconciling changes 


PRIME MINISTER Abdul Karim Kabarid's 
announcement Sunday that he was committed to 
introduce a new election law before the parlia- 
mentary elecdons in November 1997 constitutes a 
m^or step by the government to o>nsolidate the 
democratic process in the country and put it on a 
solid track. There has been a lively debate about 
whether to put into efftct new legislation to govern 
national elections in the future, and the prime 
minister's decision to do just that removes a m^or 
hurdle facing the future of parliamentary life in 
the country. Needless to say toe signiticance of toe 
decision rests with the fact that fair and free elec- 
tions are at the heart of pluralistic democracy any- 
where in the world and takes a centre stage In our 
efforts to ensure fiiU and equitable representation. 
What remains now is to articulate changes that 
can be introduced to the current law on basis that 
are compatible not only with cmiditions here at 
home but also with international norms. 

As Mr. Kabariti gets busy consulting with vari- 
ous political groups in an effort to reach a com- 
promise that enjoys toe widest possible support, 
we must remind ourselves of our international 
treaty obligations. The ongoing campaign to 
attain a national consensus has been met with seri- 
ous difficulties centring first and foremost on the 
most elective means to establish sound electoral 
districts, whether for the purpose of allocating 
quotas on the basis of gender, ethnic and religious 
grounds, or the future of the one-person, one- 
vote criterion. 

With regard to the fair distribution of electoral 
districts, there must be a balance between geo- 
graphic and demographic considerations. Ui^er 
international norms, which are binding on 
Jordan, .the demographic consideration needs .to 
be given priority in order to accord equal political 
rights to all citizens no matter >vher^ they happen 
to reside. Increasing the number oif the districts, as 
has been suggested by several quarters, could be 
just the means to strike a balance between two 
competing objectives. 

The allocation of quotas to people on toe basis of 
sex or religion or ethnic criteria must also be pur- 
sued with clear recognition of toe overriding crite- 
rion of equality between nationals. Here again 
there are conflicting goals: on toe one hand, we 
need to have women as well as religious and eth- 
nic minorities fairly represented in Parliament; 
on the other, we need to observe toe principle of 
equality between people irrespective of their gen- 
der, religion or ethnic origin. Reconciling ail these 
goals is certainly not an easy task as other coun- 
tries have faced similar problems but have yet to 
find the perfect formula to satisfy all objectives. 

As for the one-person, one-vote principle, there 
is deep division in the -country on that criterion 
with the' greater majority opting for its deletion 
altogether ■ because it has been judged as con- 
tributing to tribalism and sectarianism. If in fact 
that is the direct or even indirect result of the one- 
person, one-vote principle, then it becomes 
imperative that it is deleted or amended. If these 
negative consequences can be rectified by the 
redistribution of electoral districts, then toe task 
becomes that much easier. The main factor, 
though, is that the government appears to be 
open-minded about the projected new law, and 
ttet in itself is a m^or step in toe right direction. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


OBSERV'ERS OF developments in the I^esdnians lands cannot 
help obsening a transformation in the relations bem-een die 
Fol^doe National AuihoriQr' and the Hamas movemenL with both 
sides showing clear signs of eixBng their differences in the face of 
the common Israeli adversary, said Mahmoud Rimawi. a writer for 
AS Ra*i. The Pale^inian authority has pennioed the Islamic move- 
ment to oiganise public rallies during which Hamas supporters 
carried the portraits of their spiritual leader Ahmad Yassin side by 
side with those of Yasser Arafat, noted the writer. He said diat 
while Homu.s officially declares that its member?; ore dinging on 
to ffieir armed struggle policy against Israel, the spokesman of the 
movement. Mahmoud Zabar. announced that the military activi- 
ties against Israel should be reexamined because they may result 
in negative effects on the Palestinians, os was obvious in prevtious 
instances. Bodi the I^esdnian authority and Hamas are aware of 
the seriousness of the Israeli danger and both no doulx realise the 
need for colbboradon and coordination of their stands in tire face 
of the hardline stand of the present Netanyahu government, he 
added. He said the Palestinian authority would aa wisely if it con- 
tinued to gradually set tree Hamas detainees, as it has biren doing 
lately, and Hamas would act wisely and responsibly if its leaders 
continued to coordinate their steps with the national authority's 
programmes of mobilising the nation in the face of the Israeli 
oadaughL 


W'RnER for Al Dustour warned against any changes in the 
law on teal estates and lands in the Jotdan VaDey. which stipulates 
ilutt only relatives and membeis of the existing clans in the valley 
can conduct buying or selling iransucdons among themselves. By 
allowing outsiders to buy lands in the valley through amendments 
to the law. the government would be inviting agenis working in the 
pay of the Israelis to purchase these lands and gradually turn them 
ov'er to Israel which has its eyes on the fertile soil of the two sides 
of tile River Jordan, charged Mohammad SubeihL The wTiier said 
the ^nist movement does not conceal its ambitious de.signs of 
taking hold of the fenile lands on each bank and the recent Israeli 
govemmeni's announcement that it will never withdraw from 
lands along the w-estem bank of the River Jordan stands out us the 
best indication of .such intentions. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G, Khouri 


Valour and vulgarity in the MENA 


THE REGJRRING political tensions in our region tend 
always to get the most press atteotioD, which leaves us 
with a distorted picture of the real forces that will deter- 
mine the long-term condition of the Middle East and its 
people. Hidden beneath die political, ideological, ethnic 
and religious currents of our region is a more profound tale 
of individuals, communities and governments working to 
achieve those goals that politicians teep promising to 
deliver — primarily, personal goals of bealtii and educa- 
tion that in turn build stable, pi^octive communities and, 
ultimately, credible and durable countries. Newly avail- 
able data suggests that the Middle East and North Africa 
region is perfonning credibly in this respea, but remains 
hobbled by some serious constraints. 

The historical record. 1 would guess, would confirm that 
political tensirm and violence are lowest among communi- 
ties where basic human needs are adequately met and 
hipest among societies where most people are not rea- 
sonably healthy, educated, fed and employed, llius it is 
useful routinely to step back from the day-to-day course of 
events and take a sn^shot of our region, in order to iden- 
tify whether we are making fMX)gres$, standing still or 
regressing in terms of the qu^ity of life of our people. 
Several annual publications provide us with an opportuni- 
ty to do this, including the United Nations Development 
Aogramme’s Human Development Report, the World 
Barb’s World Development Report, the Unified Arab 
Economic Report published by Arab Monetary Fund 
and other pan-Arab organisatioDs, and UNlCEFs two 
excellent annual reports, namely the Progress of Nations 
and tile State of the Worid's CbUdren. 

The 1997 Stae of the Worid's Children (SOWC) report 
released last week includes, as always, a particularly well 
organised statistical appendix that allows readers to com- 
pare an individual country's perfonnance against that of 
other states, as well as to track a country or a region’s 
progress over time and in several different fields. This 
year’s SOWC report statistics include states' and regions’ 
performance over the periods 1965-1980 and 1980-1995 
or 1985-1995. A review of the Middle East and North 
Africa region’s performance over those periods, in com- 
parison with tile rest of the developing world, reveals sev- 
eral interesting and generally reassuring trends. Broadly 
speaking, it provides room for optimism about the feture 
of this region and its praple. despite the pessimistic polit- 
ical prognosis one might glean from current political 
events. (The MENA region covered by these statistics 
comprises all Arab states plus Iran, except for Somalia, 
Mauritania, Bahrain and Qatar). 

Two major trends emerge ftom the data: the region's 
slow movement towards the centre and away from the 
extremes of world performance in the fields monitored. 


and the sharp contrasts in some indicators. 

The move to the centre of the statistical tables is obvious 
when we compare the MENA region with the other regions 
in the report (Sub-Sahara Africa, South Asia, East Asia and 
the Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean, and the 
ClS^altic States that broadly cover the former Soviet 
Bloc countries). 


‘‘The Arab World and the wider 
MENA region do suffer serious 


economic distortions and pres- 
sures, which are compounded by 
worsening environmental condi- 
tions, heavy debt pressures, and 
generally low-credibility political 
systems. At the same time, societies 
and governments alike are working 
together to achieve important and 
largely sustainable progress in the 
crucial spheres of health and edu- 
cation.^^ 


In 1960, the MENA region’s under 5 years mortality rate 
(U5MR) of 244 child dra^ ptf 1 ,0()0 live birth^ was the 
second highest among the six regions, and above the 
developing world average of 216: t^y, the U5MR of 60 
deaths per 1,000 live births is third highest, and below the 
developing wtvid average of 99. Similarly, the total fertil- 
ity rate for women in the MENA region in 1960 was 7.1 
children per woman — the highest in the world and above 
the devel^ing world average of 6. In 1995, the MENA 
total fertility rate was 4.6, the second highest in the.worid 
after Sub-Sahara Africa, but still above the developing 
world average of 3.4. The MENA region's average annutti 
reduction in total fertility rate in 1960-1980 was 0.7 per 
cent, the second lowest in the world after Sub-Sahara 
Africa, and below the developing w^ld average ofl.5 per 
cent. In the period 1980-95, that rate of reduction in 
MENA was two per cent, ranking it third among the six 
developing regions of the world, and above the developing 
world average of 1.7 per cent 
The most striking contrasts in our repon are between 
poor economic peifumance and swift improvement in 


infant and child health, and between expenditures on 

health, education and the military. , 

In the period 1985-1994, toe MENA 
average ^ual decline of 0.7 per cent la ^ 

DTod^ per capita (the third worst regiond perfonna^, 
after Sub-Sahara Africa and the 
despite this sustained economic *<=*“?** 
re»isiered the highest rate of decline in U5I^ among the 
six developing regions in the period 19S0'I995; the annu- 
al leductiOTi was 5.7 per cent in MENA, compared to 2.2 

per cent for the entire deveIq)iDg world. 

Another striking contrast shows toat the MENA region 
has the highest rate of government spending on healto and 
education, but also on defense; in 1995, 6 per of gov- 
ernment spending in MENA states went mto hemth care 
(compared to a 4 per cent average for the whole de^op- 
inc world), 15 per cent went into education (compared to 
1 1 per cent for the developing world), ai^ 21 per cent went 
for defense (compared to 13 per cenr for the develoi^g 

world). , , . 

These statistics suggest to me that our region cwnot be 
defined in the extremist terms that seem most fashionable 

thege davs neither in the amateurish bombast of many 

oovemments Ihut want to assert their fraying icgiuin«n. v . 
self-congratulatory recitations of their caring cnaracter and j 
good deeds, nor in the gloom-and-doom prcdictiorij o, , 
opposition forces that only see collapse and corruption al* I 
around them. The troth seems to be ^mewhere in the cen- 
tre of both the polemics and the available statistics. 

The Arab World and the wider MENA region do suffer 
serious economic distortions and pressures, which are 
compounded by worsening environmental concUtions. 
heavy debt pressures, and generally low-credibility politi- 
cal systems. At the same time, societies and governments 
are working together to achieve itnpottent amd la^e* 

]y sustainable progress in the crucial spb^s of health and 
eduouion. 

We are challenged to come to terms with these contrasts 
and ^parent contradictions, and better understand how it 
is that our region should simultaneously exhibit such val- 
our and vulgarity. Important lessons beg to be learned 
from our experiences in MENA in the last several decad^. 
We must identify the forces at work in our midst for good 
and for ill, in order to promote those forces which save 
children's lives and honour the dignity of humankind, and 
to banish those which degrade us and the integrity of our 
cultures, societies and siate^. UNICEF should be com- 
mended once again for helping us to see this larger picture, 
and for providing valuable indicators that allow us to track 
our [vogress — warts and all. 


Hebron should not represent issue 
of Israeli- Arab coexistence 


By Henry Siegman 


NEW YORK — It is most 
unfortunate, for Israel's good 
name no less than for the 
prospects for IsraeLi- 
Palestinian peace, that the 400 
or so Jewish settlers who live 
in Hebron amidst more than 

120.000 Palestinians have 
emerged as emblematic of the 
larger question of Jewish set- 
tiement in the territories, and 
of Jewish-Arab coexistence 
generally. 

Both the Jewish sectiemem 
and the settlers in Hebron are 
entirely unlike other Jewish 
settlements and unlike the vast 
majori^ of the roughly 

150.000 Jewish settlers in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

For starters. Israeli settle- 
ments elsewhere in the territo- 
ries are not situated in the 
midst of Arab population cen- 
tres. They are in self-contained 
areas that alien adjoin Arab 
towns and villages but do not 
overlap them. This precludes a 
whole range of human and 
political cunfrontation. not u> 


speak of security problems, 
that can be seen as the unique 
result of the intertwining of 
Jewish and Arab populations 
in Hebron. (This is not to say 
that tensions do not exist 
between tbe other Israeli set- 
tlements and neighbouring 
Palestinian populations, only 
that they are of a different and 
far more manageable order). 


ing and qualiiy-of-life consid- 
erations. not because they are 
intent on reclaiming sacred 
land. 

In contTdSL the settlers in 
Hebron are ideological 
extremists who combine 
nationalistic excreniism with 
reli^ous and messianic 
zealotry, a deadly combina- 
tion. Many, if not mosL 


“The settlers in Hebron are ideo- 
logical extremists who combine 


nationalistic extremism with reli- 
gious and messianic zealotry, a 
deadly combination.^^ 


More importani. die over- 
whelming majority of Israel's 
settlers in tbe territories are not 
motivated by nationalist or 
religious passions, and are not 
necessarily hostile to 
Palestinian aspirations. *These 
settlers chose to live in the ler- 
riiuries because of cheap bous- 


espouse an ugly racism that is 
repugnant to most Israelis. The 
settlers in Hebron, many of 
them followers of the late 
Rabbi Meir Kahane, typically 
refer to Palestinians os “dogs" 
and “murderers." and advocate 
the forceful expulsion of all 
Pole.sUnians from the entire 


West Bank, as Rabbi Kahane 
did. 

They venerate the late 
Baruch Goldstein, who mur- 
dered 29 Palestinians in a 
mosque in February 1994. 

*The presence of these 4U0 
Jewish zealots in the midst of 
the most nationalistic of all 
Palestinian cities is a bomb 
waiting to explode. That 
explosion will be as uagic in 
its consequences as it is pre- 
dictable. for the lesson of 
hopelessness that will be 
drawn from that coining vio- 
lence is false. 

It is a matter of record that 
.Palestinian and Israeli negotia- 
tors who informally explored a 
final settlement during the pre- 
vious Labour . governmem 
were able to agree on the con- 
tours of a plan that would 
leave most of the Jewish settle- 
ments and settlers in place. 
They even agreed* to a plan for 
Jerusalem that leaves the city 
under the sovereignty of Israel 
and identifies an area of Ea.st 
Jerusalem, not currently per- 
ceived as pan uf the city, as the 


capital of an eventual 
Palestinian entity. 

However, if the Jewish- 
Palestinian confrontation in 
Hebron is seen as paradigmat- 
ic of the larger Israeli- 
Palestinian problem, an explo- 
sion in Hebron will persuade 
— falsely — both Palestinians 
and Israelis that peace is stm- ' 
ply beyond their reach. 

In Hebron, more so than 
anywhere else in that disputed 
land, the case for a continuing 
Jewish presence should have 
been made by Israelis who 
respea the human dignity and 
national aspirations of their 
Palestinian neighbours. 

Instead, it is being made by 
racists and fanatics who 
despise Palestinians and whom 
most Israelis would not wel- 
come as neighbours of their 
own. 

That is why it is so unfortu- 
nate that then-Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin failed to 
remove the sealers from 
Hebron immediately after 
Baruch Goldstein's massacre 
at the Tomb of the Patriarchs. 


when most Israelis would not 
have objected. 

Fanatics in Hebron, whether 
Jewish or Arab, should not be 
allowed to define the terms of 
Israeli-Palestinian coexistence. 
Neither Israeli nor Palestinian 
leader should mortgage their 
people's future to the apoca- 
lyptic fevers of these national- 
istic, messianic madmen. 

Israel's government has an 
obliption to provide security 
for its citizens who wish to live 
peacefully in Hebron. For the 
sake of the larger Israeti- 
Palestinian enterprise, those 
who intend their presence in 
Hebron to destroy the possibil- 
ity of an Israeli-Arab peace do 
not deserve that protection and. 
should be forceftiUv removed. 


The writer, a senior fellow et 
the Council on Foteign 

Relations and former head of 

the American ' Jev.ish 

Congress, was in Amman in 
the second half of November, 
This article is reprinted from 
ike Intemarional Herald 

Tribune. 


The following editorial is 
reprinted from the Dec. 7 Issue 
of The Ectmomist. 



OVER THE post five years, tens 
of ihou&andb of Algerians have 
died brutal deaths in the name of 
religion. Bandits masquerading 
as die soldieis of Gixl, others as 
the defenders of the state, have 
slaughtered young and old in a 
hideous exchange of terrorism 
and counter-iciTDrisni The fear 
sireidics beyond Algeria's 
shores; Islamists were the imme- 
diate suspects when a bomb 
exploded in a Paris station this 
week. Nowhere has Islamic mil- 
itancy an uglier kice. So. might 
it not be proper to uy to separate 
politics from religion? 

Proper, possibly: workable, 
almost ccnainly not. President 
Liamine Zcroual's amendments 
to Algeria's 1989 constitution, 
approved by 85 per cent of vot- 
ers in a referendum on Nov. 28. 
prepare the way for a curtailed 
(and thus safer) vention of the 
poliiicai pluntiism that bloomed' 
in Algeria in 1989 until early 
1992. when the am^ openly 
took power to prevent the 
Islamic Sstivation Front (FIS) 
from winning an election. The 
declared intention of returning 
Algeria to peaceful democracy 
U fine. Bui the safciy mcuiturcs 


are so .smodicriog that they are 
likely to frusunie the exercise. 

The referendum itself raised 
eyebrows: the regime's unsup- 
poned claim that nearly 80 per 
cent of the electorate turned out 
to vote stretched credulity. The 
proposals were railroaded 
through, says the legal c^ipost- 
tion — a bunch of mainly 
Islamic- or Berber-based parties, 
since the FIS is banned and the 
leaders of the National 
Liberation FmnL the spider-web 
that misruled Algeria for so many 
years, have abandoned their 
unaccusiorrx'd role in opposition. 

Opposition politicians take 
particular (Ejection to the powers 
that the presidenL with the army 
behind him. will retain under the 
new consiiiution. For a start, the 
creation of a nCw second cham- 
ber gives the president the power 
to \-cio laws passed by the 
National Assembly, '^'cl most, if 
not all. of the poliu'o'ans are 
expected to take pan in the 
assembly eicciions planned for 
next year, fioding a way round 
the ban on parties based on reli- 
gion. language or region. They 
oic the accidcoiai vicitrr« of gun- 
fire aimed at keeping the FIS off 


(he political scene. The two 
house-trained Islamic ponies can 
probably change their names 
ibarrowing from Turicey. where 
the Islamic party calls itself 
Welfare) and. if ncces.saiy. their 
constirutions. One of the two 
Berber-based parties has a broad 
appeal anyhow; the other .may 
have diflicuitics. 

The point of the constitutional 
changes is to exclude the FIS. to 
prevent it or anything like it from 
having influence. let alone from 
taking power. 

The paradox is that this exclu- 
sion. intended to bring about 
peace, may help to keep Algeria 
at war. At one time. Mr. Zerouai. 
defying some of his old military 
colleagues, seemed to toy with 
ihc idea of political compromise, 
releasing the FIS leaders on the 
undersiandirtg that they would 
worit with the regime to end ihc 
violence. Had this happened — it 
never came dose — it might 
have separated I.slanusr pob'iician 
from Islamist terrorist, isolating 
the ihroui-cuning bands known 
as the Armed Islamic Group 
(GIAl. Inqcad. the regime eon- 
limies to paint tiie FIS and the 
CIA with the same black icfrorisi 


brush. 

With its leaders in prison or in 
exile or in hiding, the FIS's 
voice is indistina. It has its 
wilder men: its own armed wing 
has played a pan in the savageiy. 
Yci its denunciation of violence 
against dvilians is on record. In 
Rntic last year its men signed a 
documem eommining the party 
to respect dcmociaiic prirreiplcs. 
And it has moved some way 
towards detaching itself from 
the GIA. The two look radically 
differeni attitudes towards the 
refcrenduin. The RS called it a 
farce, but left its supporters to 
make up their own minds. The 
GIA thinned to slit the throat 
of anybody who voted. 

The regime periodically 
claims that it is winning the war. 
It is not. Rather, the horror 
seenfis to climb new peaks. 
Islamist terrorists and setni-nm- 
ciol vigilanic.<> haiilc ti out cruel- 
ty in towns south of Algiers, the 
innocent murdered to make the 
survivors ufraid. The Islamist 
lerrorisis may have few friends 
left. Bui if the HS. even yet. 
could be brought into tiie anti- 
war camp, tile great disinisr that 
most Algerians also feel towards 
their military rulers would be 
dented, helping the anny to win 
its people's minds, if nor their 
hearts. 
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Dangerous foam 


To the Editor: 


AS Afequent visitor to your beautiful country, and 
i recently brought my groups to 
“ a point to always stop by ifte 
signifieSnee. 

This time, at the spot where the bridge and hieh- 

wSUSfm'S" “-■? horrorfwe notiSi 
wmie foam on the heavily polluted river. 

Can something be done to preserve the environ- 
ment in your COU cuviron 

water 


Dr. Swee Hwa Quek, 
„ 4BishanSL13 
Singapore 579792. 
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Uday’s condition is I King holds talks with Tunisian prime minister 


serious — opposition 


DAMASCUS lAgenciesj 
— Piesidem SudJjm Hus- 
sein's son Uduy is in "ieri- 

ous condiiion" following 
Insi week's umbush in 
Baghduil an Iraqi opposi- 
tion s^up which claimed 
responsibility for the attack 
said Monday. 

“The condition of the 
criminal l-duy. son of the 
despot Saddam, has deteri- 
orated because he is suffer- 
iQg from severe wounds in 
different parts of his body." 
the Al Dawa Ai Islamiyah 
said Monday from its Dam- 
:iscus oflice. 

Uday is in “serious condi- 
liimi" the group s:tid quot- 
ing unidentified sources in 
Iraq. 

L^day. who was in Ben 
Sina Hospital, was trans- 
ferred to another location 
surrounded by elite securiiy 
forces where a team of spe- 
cialist doctors, including 
foreigners, were to operate 
on him, Al Duwu said. 

Ai Dawa issued a state- 
ment ttom Ils Beirut office 
Wi Saturday claiming 
responsibility for a 
machine-gun unuck that 
wounded Uday as he was 
driving through the wealthy 
Al Maasour neighbourhood 
in the Iraqi capital on 
■niursday. 

Founded in 1958, the Shi- 
ite Muslim AI Dawa is 
Iraq’s oldest Islamic oppo- 
sition group and is headed 
by a collective leadership. 

In Baghdad, official 
sources said several people 
were “seriously wounded" 
in the ambush against 
Uday. President Saddam 
showed “the same interest 
and goodness to those who 
were seriously wounded in 
the cowardly antu:k as to 
his own son,” the official 
Al jumhouriyuh newspa- 
per’s editor Saloh Al 
Mokhtar said in a commen- 
tary. 

During a visit to Ben Sina 
Hospital where his sun is 
being treated, "the presi- 
dent gave instructions that 
people wounded in the 
aiiuck receive the same 
care us his son Uday.” Mr. 
Mokhtar said. 

The newspaper gave no 
other infonnaiion about the 
wounded. 


Witnesses told AFP that 
several passers-by were 
wounded when gunmen 
opened fire on L'day’s car 
and were taken to hospitals. 
Opposition members said 
5uo people were arrested 
following the attack. 

.A Kuwaiti newspaper 
reported, meanwhile, that 
a member of the Dulaimi 
clan claimed his tribe was 
responsible for the attack in 
a bid to avenge the murder 
of one of its members. 

The .Arabic-language Al 
Hayai daily reported on 
Monday that Iraqi authori- 
ties had ordered a medivac 
plane to take Uday to 
Switzerland for treanneni. 

.Al liuyat. which is based 
in London, also quoted 
Arab .sources in London a.s 
saving that a woman u’av el- 
ting in the same car as 
L’day was killed in the 
attack and that the Iraqis 
w ere looking into the possi- 
biliiy that another woman 
may have told the gunmen 
where Uday winild he 
that evening. 

It said that the Iraqis were 
arresting relatives of Presi- 
dent Saddam's son-in-law 
Hussein Kamel, who was 
killed in Baghdad earlier 
this year shortly afier . 
returning from exile. , 
In the four days since the 
ariack the Iraqi media have 
not shown pictures' of him ; 
or offered any other conclu- 
sive evidence that he is still 
alive. 

Iraqis meanwhile played 
patriotic songs, danced in 
the streets and thanked God 
for sparing the life of Uday. 

Iraqis held up banners 
praising God and wishing 
L'day a speedy recovery us 
b'ands played pauioiic 

songs in the same neigh- 
borhood where Uday was 
shot and wounded. * 
Residents slaughtered 
dozens of sheep Sunday 
evening in Al .Mansur and 
distributed the meat to the 
needy, while residents 

handed out juice and candy. 

The A) Jumhuriyah news- 
paper reported that the Jor- 
danian. Libyan and Philip- 
pine embassies in Baghdad 
sent flowers Sunday to Ben 
Sina hospital where Uday 
is being ireuied. 


Netanyahu informs King 
on status of negotiations 


(Continued from page 1 1 

from Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariu during his 
visit to Israel. 

During his one-day visit 
to Jord^, .Mr Levy will 
also open u new premises 
for the Israeli embassy in 
the Rabia area of Amman, 
Ml Touregman said. 

The embassy has been 
operating out of an Amman 
hotel since December 1994. 
when the two countries 
opened diplomatic mis- 
.sion.s' in each other alter 


signing a peace treaty two 
months earlier. The new 
building cost “more than SI 
millionr said Mr. Toureg- 
man. 

An immediate impact of 
the embassy moving to the 
new building is expected to 
be the easing of visa 
issuance procedures for 
JiM'danian applicants. 

Shimon Peres, the former 
Israeli prime minister, has 
described the building io 
.Ammon as the "largest 
Israeli diplomuric mission" 
abroad. 


israel-PLO talks back on track 


(Continued from page Ij 

wurned of new Palestinian 
protests should Isniei go 
through with it. Ismeli security 
olilcials, in turn, accused 
Arafat of plotting protests and 
only waiting fora good oppor- 
tunity to give the green light 
Inrsueet violence. 

The renewed ctmiacts Sun- 
day night between Israel and 
the Pale.siinians reportedly 
came at the urging of the Unit- 
ed Slates. 

Mr. Arafat agreed to meet 
with Mr. Netanyahu’s uiior- 
nev. Yitzhak .Mulcho. alter 
having refused for several 
days to receive the prime min- 
ister\s advisers. After the 
meeting. Mr. Ararat called .Mr. 
Netanyahu in We.si Jerusalem. 

A statement by Mr. 
Netanyahu’s tvfftce said ihc 
prime minister asked .Mr. 
.Arafat to do more to rein in 
Palestinian militjnis. especial- 
ly the Popular Fn»m for the 
Liberation of Palestine. 

The group has claimed 
responsibility for a drive-by 
shooting last week in which a 
Jewish settler and her 1 2-year- 
old son were killed in the We.si 
Bank. 

Mr. Netanyahu al.w told .Mr. 
Arafat on Sunday night that an 
agreement on an Israeli troop 
pullback in the We.si Bank 
town of Hebron could be 


reached quickly. "We are com- 
mitted IO the peace agree- 
ments, and both &ide% have to 
honour their commitments." 
Mr. Netanyahu told Mr. 
.AnifaL 

Mr. .Arafat responded that he 
agreed with Mr. Netanyahu's 
remarks, the .suiemeni said. 


(Continued from page 1) 

opoitod the meeting on 
Monday sind reviewed 
bilaieral cuopcraiion in 
trade, industry, culture, 
transpon, education and 
tuuri.sni. 

Mr. Kabariii noted that 
Jordan and Tuni.sia had 
miiny things in common as 
both advocate political plu- 
ralism, democracy and 
oppose terrorism and (hey 
both strive to attain socio- 
economic development. 

He expressed apprecia- 
tion of the Turusiun pre- 
mier’s endeavours to 
cement Jurdaniiin-Timisian 
reJation.s and to boost /Arab 
solidarity. 

Mr. Karoui expressed 
lio|>e that the commiiiee 
would assess Jordanian- 
Tunisiun cooperation and 
plan for (he future. He said 
Tunisia was giving due 
importance to its ties* with 
Jordan, based on tnututtl 
respect and close coopera- 
tion in regional and 
inientationul ulfuirs. 

Jle said Tuni.sta strives to 
end Arab difference.s and 
seeks solidarity and close 
coordination in common 
.Arab tiffairs. 

The Middle East peace 
'process, he said, requires 
serious efforts so that the 
Arabs cun enjoy durable 
and just peace and that the 



His Majesty King Hussein on Monday presents-the Al Nahda Medal of the First Order 
to Tuni.sian Prime Minister Hasted Al Karoui (Petra phutol 


Palestinian people can 
reg.'iin (heir usurped lands. 

Tuni.sia i.s following with 
deep concern the difficul- 
ties and the obstacles 
impeding (he pe:iee 
process. He said Tunisia 
had drawn the aricntion of 
the world community to the 
dangers inherent in any 
railiire of (he peace process 
and urged all concerned 
panics to bring pressure to 
be:ir upon Israel to honour 
its commitments and 
respect (he petice acctrrds. 


he said. 

A icmibnian-Tunisian 
technical coinniiti^ co- 
chaired by Minister of 
Traasport Naser Uiwzi and 
his Tunisian coumerpan 
Sadeq Rabeh held a sepa- 
rate meeting to discuss eco- 
nomic. trade, cultural, 
tourism and higher educa- 
tion issues and lists of 
goods that would be 
exempted from customs 
duty on a reciprocal basis. 

The committee agreed to 
set up sub-committees to 


repon to the technical com- 
mittee as soon as possible 
so that agreements can be 
included in the tinal com- 
munique of the higher com- 
mittee meeting 
.Also on Monday, the Jor- 
danian-Tunisian Business 
Council met to review trade 
matters and stressed the 
need for highlighting the 
role of the priv ate sectors in 
Tunisia and Jordan to help 
boost cooperation in invest- 
ment projects and to 
increase trade. 


Randa Habib’s 

=====: corner 
No news is bad 
for the media 


H-AVE YOU noticed how s'ileni the government is these 
days? For aptm from rare statements concerning Israeli 
policies, nothing much is said, especially on the inter- 
na] arena. Notwithstanding the saying which savs 
"silence is gold." the current conspicuous lack of i;dk 
has gone beyond limits. I mean how would we know 
that we have a government if vinuaily n few of it.s .lO 
members talk? 

What is even more stunning is that the 21 
deputies/minisiers (without counting the prime minister 
who is also an elected member of the House i have 
turned into silent p^icipams under the dome, a fur cry' 
from their pre-minisierial outspoken .stands Observers 
look at deputies with portfolios as inactivate forces 
whose role as legislators has undergone a “taming 
process". 

.Vevenheless, they are not the only members in die 
government to be completely mute. Rumour has it that 
the prime minister has given specific instructions to his 
fellow ministers not to venture into giving statemem.s 
without a dear green light. 

One has to appreciate that our young and dx narmc 
P.M has his own style. Taking into account the ‘■errors" 
of previous governments, rnosily coming from erro- 
neous ministers’ statements, the PM is playing it safe. 
.After all, his cabinet is quite unique in that it compri.s- 
es the highest number of "young and beautiful". 

Well, it must be my journalistic .side which could 
have caused short-sightedness and drove me to com- 
plain. But you see. in the media, safe means dull. 

Anyhow, if you ask, as I did. ministers about the rea- 
son of this quiet, silent mood, they will answer; "Why 
are you complaining? .N'o news is good new s." 


King stresses importance of democracy, respect for rights 


(Continued from page II 

from the suffering cau.sed 
by the absence of freedom, 
and the widespread poverty, 
ignorance, despotism, 
oppression, and the margin- 
alisation of the community 
in favour of the tnicre.sts of 
an individual. 

It may be high time for 
the Arab ponies, singly or 
colleclively, to review their 
progress. programmes, 

plans, and methods, to 
make compatible the new 
phase of our nation's histo- 
ry'. It would be unwise for 
any of these punies to stay 
inunobile, reiterating the 
propo.sals and slogans that 
they had declared half a 
century ago or longer, dis- 
regarding the events and. 
changes that have taken 
place in (he world during 
the past numerous decades. 
These slogans have lost 
their meaning and become 
marginal in the new era. 

Therefore, there is no 
aliemaiive but to reread the 
new phase with auemive- 
ness, objectivity, compre- 
hensiveness, taking into 
consideration the speciflen- 
ty of the Arab conscience, 
and the psychological and 
cultural composition of the 
peoples of this nation, as 
well as their ambitions. In 
light of this reading, and 
with a clear and piercing 
vision of the desired future, 
these parties can synthesise 
their ethics and morals, for- 
mulate their plans and pro- 
gramme.s, and amuige (heir 
pragmatic priorities. 'This 
cun regain them their credi- 
bility within their popular 
base, and spare them the 
mistakes of the past. It 
would save them trom los- 
ing their way in the fog of 
romuniicism, from plagia- 
rism, and from any form of 
clientage to an external 
patron that would direct 
them to .serve his own ends, 


making them liable to cla.sh 
with their environnwm and 
with others. 

Some ptinies of the 
national movements, suc- 
ceeded in their etuly days, 
in mobilising public opin- 
ion around the issue of 
independence. But later, the 
poliiical elites were not able 
to lead .Arab societies in the 
quest for development and 
progress. They failed to 
maintain the bridges that 
linked them with their pup- 
ultir base, :ts a result of their 
obsession with security, and 
their view that they had a 
right of tutelage over oth- 
ers, the right to conliscate 
their freedom, and the right 
to think for them. They for- 
got that any objectives, pro- 
posed by any authority in 
today’s world, cannot be 
valued higher than human 
rights. Instead, such objec- 
tives should be derived 
from human rights, and 
they should be devoted to 
serve and further these 
rights. 

Modernity, and keeping 
apace with our times, do 
not mean denying our prin- 
ciples or rescinding them. 
Isolationism, fanaticism, 
and immobility, do not. in 
any way, mean constancy 
and devotion to a cause, 
and sacrificing for it. The 
first condition for comrrut- 
meni is freedom of choice 
and acceptance of this 
choice. Freedom requires 
all to respect the principle 
of pluralism, and to dis- 
tance ihcm.selves from the 
confiscation of the freedom 
of others, or their right to 
express their convictions 
and ideas. Freedom means 
that we should dis;tbuse 
ourselves of the notion that 
one pany can claim an 
exclusive monopoly over 
tnith, or to impose its ideol- 
ogy and its will over others, 
under any pretext. 

Every Arab citizen has tlic 


right to enjoy freedom. His 
rights must be respected. 
He must have the opponu- 
niiy to panicipate in .sh: 4 )- 
ing his and his 

future. He must feel safe for 
himself, his htimour. and his 
dignity. He also has the 
right to select the platform 
through which to express 
himself, or the group which 
he feels would express his 
ambitions and ideas, in the 
context of responsible free- 
dom, and commitment to 
the higher national good. 

We in Jordon have sought, 
over the paM years, to 
enhance our democratic 
process of which we are 
proud. We are keen to make 
it an e.xample and a model. 
We seek to consolidaie its 
foundations, and to open 
horizons before it. TTiis we 
do. through our total con- 
viction that this is the path 
that we have selected for 
ourselves, in freedom and 
good faith. Vte believe hat it 
is one of the foundations for 
this’ country's strength, 
while it is bused on the con- 
stitution. and while it 
derives iaspiration from the 
spirit of the Naticmal Char- 
ter. which goiired the con- 
sensus of ttil pdilicol and 
cultural tendencies in this 
country. We realised from 
(he loginning that true 
democracy must be based 
on the separation between 
the legisiauve, executive, 
and judicial authorities, 
with each authority observ- 
ing its limits, and not 
infringing on the others. We 
(rijserved the rK.*cessiiy to 
hold pariiumencuy elec- 
tions on time, in accordaiKC 
with the law, and in a spirit 
of fairness, honesi competi- 
tion. and freedom of p^iii- 
cal action on the basis of 
pluralism that is comnuited 
to (he principle of responsi- 
ble national dialogue. 

This {^ocess of tfcmocro- 
iisaiion permitted all our 


people to panicipate, 
through their representa- 
tives in the Jordanian 
Chamber of Deputies, in 
taking many vita) decisions. 
The mo.st important of these 
decisions was the our 
choice to pursue peace 
within the Arab consensus, 
and through the peace 
process that was launched 
in Madrid. In doing .so we 
were at peace with our- 
selves. and in harmony with 
the consensus of the entire 
Arab nation that opted for 
peace. 

Since the start of this 
process, and until now, we 
have been careful to give all 
suppon to our Pale.>tinian 
brothers and their sole legit- 
imate representative, the 
Fulestine Liberation Organ- 
isation, and their leadership 
which was elected subse- 
quently. in their quest and 
struggle to regain their 
rights and to establish their 
state on their national soil. 
We shall continue to sup- 
port them in every way we 
can, until they achieve all 
their ambitions, orxJ until 
the peace process realises 
its objectives on all 
su’eams. to achieve a com- 
prehensive. permanent, and 
just peace in the region. We 
do this through our commit- 
ment to the cause of our 
.Arab nation, and our duty 
towards our Palestinian 
brothers, and the right of 
the peoples of this region, 
and their future genera- 
tions. to a life in secunty. 
siahiliry, and dignity. 

Since its creation and 
until the present day. this 
country has been at the van- 
guard of its brothers, in 
defending the cau.se of its 
nation, ils rights, and its 
unity. In doing to Jordan 
had to bear a burden in t'ur 
greater than its ability. It 
made immense sacrifices, 
willingly, and in good faith. 
It had to bear the conse- 


quences of wars, that were 
imposed upon it. We do not 
say this to count favours; 
for we believe that thi.s was 
pan of our duty towards our 
nation and Its friture gener- 
ations. We recall it because 
it is pan of our history, and 
a fact that we invoke 
against anyone that tries to 
deny this country's role and 
its sacrifices. We recall it as 
3 response to the campaigns 
of slander, discredit, and 
confusion. 

We have always called for 
unity. We have ^ways been 
messengers of righteous- 
ness and reform. We cull 
on our Arab brothers to 
shun their disputes, and to 
resolve them through dia- 
logue. without rigidity, 
without the use of force, 
without the interference of 
any side whatsoever in the 
internal affairs of any Arab 
country. We have ^ways 
been keen to avoid the situ- 
ation where differences of 
opinion or inierpreiaiion. or 
^scord between Arab lead- 
erships. may extend them- 
selves to the peoples. We 
believe that ihe.se differ- 
ences are temporary, and 
will vanish one of these 
days. 

Your coining together in 
this conference, brothers, is 
a true expression of your 
concern to overcome the 
official barriers against 
common .Arab action, by 
activating this action on the 
popular level. It i.'t an 
embodiment of the aspira- 
tions of the people in oil 
pans of the great Arab 
nation, for unity, solidarity, 
and complementarity, for 
the good of this nation, and 
its future generations. It is a. 
declaration that you and 
those whom you represent, 
reject all forms of discord 
that occur from time to time 
on the official level. 

It is not a coincidence that 
thiN conference should take 


place on this .Arab soil, that 
welcomed the vanguard of 
the Great .Arab Revolt, led 
by my revolutionary grand- 
father. Sharif Hussein Ben 
AM, to unify the nation, lib- 
erate it. and gain its inde- 
pendence. Thai revolt 
opened the door for the 
political panie.s that have 
been launched in the .Arab 
word since the second 
decade of this cemuiy. The 
principles and sithlime 
objectives of the Great Arab 
Revolt were the basic tenets 
and allying cr>' of some of 
these parties. .As a result, 
we have witnessed the 
noblest and most sublime 
form of unity, in which the 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
people merged together in a 
unity that forged them into 
one harmonious, tolerant, 
and cohesive family, on this 
bless land. 

Moreover, brothers, there 
is no alternative to democ- 
racy in our societies, at this 
crucial moment in our his- 
tory. The only alternative is 
frustration, oppression, and 
chaos, which would lead to 
civil wars in which all are 
losers. Honesty requires us 
to put the fear of God incur 
hearts, and to give people 
their rights, to render umo 
cash his due, and to manage 
their affairs in justice and 
equality, in observance of 
God's command: "God 

orders you to render unto 
each his due, and if you rule 
over the people, to rule just- 
ly." 

] .salute your noble .Arab 
spirit, and 1 appreciate your 
concern for common .Arab 
action. I pray to the 
Almighty God to grant us 
all success in our work for 
the good of the nation, and 1 
reiterate my welcome to 
you, wi.shing you u good 
stay among us. 

May Gc^'s peace and 
blessing be upon you. 


Amman forum seen as opportunity to advance efforts for Arab solidarity 


(Continued from page 1 1 

Farhan stressed. 

He added that there would 
be u w ar soon, not u violent 
hut a peaceful and strategic 
one, emphasising that "the 
.Arab World should not be 
sacrificed for the cause of 
peace in the Middle East." 

Other crucial topics 
which will be lackled dur- 
ing the ihree-day confer- 
ence are the enhancement 
of democracy, human rights 
situation and meihixls of 
coordination among .Arab 
political parties. 

There is general consen- 
sus that such meetings 
should be held on a regular 
basis. 

”I hope that we can estab- 
lish a cominiliee, formed by 
participants from ail par- 
ties. to organise follow-up 
conferences and ensure 
continuous coopcraiiori. 


Lebanese delegate Joseph 
Ko.sseifi, representing the 
Falangist iKuia’cb) Puny, 
told the Jordan Times. 

Iraqi delegate .Su’ud 
Qasini Hanniioudi from the 
Arab Ba’aih Socialist P:uiy, 
said he did not a.ssume that 
(he conference lu "reach a 
consensus over one sub- 
ject.’' 

The meeting in ii.self is 
"already a big rcsull,” he 
told the Jordan 'Hmcs. 

“i see this conference tis 
an occasion fur a dialogue 
beiween all political direc- 
tions, front rightists over 
leftists to Islamists," Mr. 
Kosseill added. 

He stressed iliai all parties 
in (he Arab World were 
facing (he same problems, 
such as (he lack ot Ireedom 
of opinion tmd dissaiisfac- 
lory human rights situation. 

He expected the confer- 
ence lo i^siie :i enimnu- 


niqu^ covering topics .such 
as the Israeli occupation of 
a border strip in South 
Lebanon, and the Golan 
lieighis and Ihe embargo 
impo.sed on Libya by the 
llmied Nations. 

Mr. Hammoudi s(re^sed 
that tile participating panics 
represem a vtirieiy of ideas ' 
and thus create a chance lu 
di.scuss cooperation among 
the panics. 

He also warned that the 
conference should not con- 
sisi of speeches with "big 
wtirds but no (concretcO 
results." 

Mr. Hammuudi acknowl- 
edged at the same that he 
diK's not expect (lie meeting 
to come up with solutions 
to all problems discussed. 

’'fhat IS why we have to 
continue with such gather- 
ings III (he fu(ure."he 
added. 

Here is ihe lisl id'pariici- 


p^uits lo (he conference; 

Lebanon: AbdulluJ) 

.Abdul Humid from the 
Peoples Leagues C\jmmi(- 
lees Coalition; .Munir Haj 
and Joseph Kosseifi from 
(he Falangist (Kata'eb) 
Party; Qa.scm Saleh from 
the Syrian Naik»(ial Sociul- 
isi Puny; Sa'aJuilah 
Mazra'iini from the 
Lebtmese Communist l*any 
and .Azmi Mansour from 
the Syrian Nutionul .Social- 
ist I'any. 

Egypt: Ibrahim Shukri, 

Tahii Musailam and K haled 
^’uiiis from the Labour 
Pany; Hussein .-\bdul Ruz- 
z;uj from the National 
IX'iiiocrjtic CtiaJiiion 
Puny: Mdiumniud .Ahmad 
and .Nabecl Aiqawi from 
the '^iutional Demijcraiic 
Puny and .vialiinouj 
Ramadan from rhe Liberal 
Pany. 

Veineii: .AhJui Wahhah 


Abdul Hamid, Abdullah 
Kahsi and Mohammad 
Kabsi from the Arab Social- 
ist Baaih Party; Salah 
Ajam. .Abdul Ham- 

dani and Mahmoud .AyyaJ 
from the General People’s 
Congrc.ss. 

Iraq: Sa'doun Shaker. 

Suad Hammoudi and Taha 
Basri from the Arab Social- 
ist Baaih Party 

Libya; Salem Dali, .Ali 
.Mariya, Faraj .Ne'meh and 
Tayyeb Masrati from the 
Re\oliiiionur> Brotherhood 
nioxenienl. 

Syria; .Ahmad Dirgham 
and Ali Hassan from the 
.Arab Socialisi Baaih Party; 
Safvvan Qudsi. Burhan 
Sahmi and Bara’a Qudsi 
from (he Socialist .Arab 
L'nion party; Wisal Bik- 
dash. .Saleh Bulhaii and 
Mohammad H:tmadch from 
the Syrian Cominunisi 
Pans : Y ousuf Faisal. Adnan 


Kizau'un and Najmiddin 
Khreii from the Communist 
puny; Ahmad Asa’ad. Fad- 
iulah Nassereddin and 
Munir .Ali from the Social- 
ist Democratic Unionist 
Party; Fayez Ismail. 
Muhurram Tabaru and 
.Adnan Borudei from the 
Socialist Unionist Puny, 
and .Ahmad al .Ahmad and 
Tareq Okash from the .Arab 
Socialist Movement. 

.Morocco: Abdul Karim 
Ghallab from .A! Istikbl 
party; Mohammad Ma.s- 
moudi and Duqqaq Habib 
from the Ctinstitmionul 
Union; Abdul Wahed Ben 
.Masoud from the National 
Liberal Coalition: and 

Khaled Nasseri from the 
Progress and Socialist 
Pany. 

Tunisia: Abdul Rahman 
Taliii from the Socialist 
Democratic Pany. 

.Algeria: .Amerio 


Takhmarin from (he 
National Liberation Front. 

Sudan: Salah Fudni from 
the Political Organisation. 

Pale.siine: .Abbas Zaki. 
Salah Ta' muri and Moham- 
mad .Aruj from Fateh, 
ihruhim Ghosheh. and 
Mohammad N'azzul from 
Hamas; .Abdul Rahman 
.Vlubwah. Tayseer Qubau, 
Laila Khaled. .Ali Saleh and 
.Ali Abdul W:ihed from the 
Popular From for the Liber- 
ation of Palestine (PFLP): 
Daoud Talhami. .Nayef 
Muhannu and Mohammad 
Jadulluh from the Democra- 
tic From for the Liberation 
of Palestine (DFLP): Fuad 
Rizq. Mohammad Abu 
ShaiYiaa and Bassam Salhi 
from and FIDA; and Siileh 
Ra fyi. Azmi Shueihi and 
Hassan Qawasmeh from the 
Paleslinitin Peoples Pany. 
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Economy 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, December 17 , 1996 


1997: Asia, Europe and Mideast 
likely to do OK ; recession in Israel 


growth 


NEW YORK lAP). 
Communist China’s 
takeover of the Asiah 
financial hub of Hong 
Kong will test the for- 
mer British colony's free 
market and continued 
attachment to liber^ 
economics. 

Also in 1997. econo- 
mists also foresee eco- 
nomic recoveries • in 
mainland China and 
Japan, and efforts by 
Asia's Tigers — . South 
Korea, Taiwan and Sin- 
gapore — to overcome 
a slowdown in 
and e^^orts. 

In Europe, the 15- 
nation European Union 
expects a moderate eco- 
nomic year with little 
inflationar)' pressure, 
while Russia hopes 1997 
will bring economic 
growth for the first time 
since the Soviet Union 
collapsed in 1991. 

After a lackluster 
decade. Arab countries 
reported strong econom- 
ic growth in 1996. and 
the trend is expected to 
continue into 1997 and 
b^ond. 

But Israel, after five 
yeju^ in which its econo- 
my expanded more than 
40 per cent, faces reces- 
sion. rising unemploy- 
ment and a record trade 
deficit. 

Latin America, from 
Mexico to Argentina is 
poised for growth as 
governments dismantle 
more state monopolies 
and knock down trade 
barriers. 

The U.S. economy — 
paced by a stock market 
which rose 25 per cent 
in 1996 (as of Dec. 6), 
following I995's 33 per 
cent gain — is slowing 
down .from its sizzling 
early-1996;n>-pace. But 
! ^cpnomist^: .:$ax*-^-.:t.bere 
. a^ears tfikijM.;bjji:dahger 
that the slowdown could 
turn into a recession. 

Overall, the world's 
economy has continued 
to slow down in 1996. 
with growth sluggish 
despite an imswins in 
world trade. Tne volume 
of world merchandise 
trade was forecast to 
increase by seven per 
cent over 1995, when 
exports were worth $ 4.9 
trillion, the World Trade 
Organisation said. 


This also has been a 
year in which fantastic 
deals became reality, 
with more likely to fol- 
low 1997. 

Cross-border mergers 
and acquisitions shat- 
tered records in the first 
nine months of 1996. 
and the deal frenzy 
spilled into the fourth 
quarter with the British 
Telecommunications’ . 

‘ S20.S billion planned 
acquisition of MCI 
Communications. The 
companies announced 
on Nov. 3 an agreement 
to create a combined 
company called Concert, 
which would provide 
communications ser- 
vices worldwide. 

Purchasers spent 
$181.7 billion in the first 
nine months of the year, 
before the British Tele- 
com-MCI megadeal — 
the largest foreign 
acquisition of a U.S. 
company — was 
announced. 

Low worldwide inter- 
est rates and lofty global 
stock markets — in 
Hong Kong. Australia, 
Canada, Germany and 
Britain — togefoer wifo 
healthy economic condi- 
tions in most of the 
developed world, helped 
fuel such deals. 

In Asia, still the ' 
world’s fastest-growing' 
economic area, the 
biggest development. 
wiTT be the July 1 return • 
of Hong Kong to Clu-. 
• nese sovereignty. 

For Beijing, Ithe eco- 
nomic impact of this 
transition is uncertain. 
China has promised not. 
to raid the territory’s 
rich coffers and to allow 
it at least 50 years of rel- 


6.5 per cent in 1996. 
Economic growth is 
e.xpecied to remain 
under 10 per cent, in line 
with the government’s 
tareet. 

China also hopes to 
join the ' World Trade 
Organisation in the first 
hm of 1997; but the 
country has been urged 
to do more to open its 
domestic markets to 
imports. 

In other expected 
developments in 1997: 
— In Japan, Prime 
Minister Ryutaro 

Hashimoto has promised 
widespread rerorms to 
boost the economy, par- 
ticularly the troubled 
financial sector. Japan 
has been struggling to 
eme^e from an eco- 
nomic slump, which 
began in early 1992. 
with the aid of fiscal 
stimulus measures and 
rock-bottom interest 
rates, but neither have 
had a major effect yet. 

— Asia'^s fastest-grow- 
. ing economies, mean- 
while. are having to 
cope with an economic 
• chill that is blowing 
through the region, trim- 
ming export and growth 
rates at the renowned 
Asian tiger economies 
of Singapore, South 
Korea and uuwan. 

Emerging rivals such 
as Indonesia, the Philip- 
pines and India are 
beginning to challenge 
them on their own turf - 
forcing the maturing 
economies to go higher- 
tech and squeezing more 
productivi^ out of each 
worker. 

— In the European 
Union (EU) countries, 

' growth is forecast at a 
.. heal 


deficits of three per cent 
of gross domestic prod- 
uct (GDP) or less, gov- 
ernment debt of 60 per 
cent or less of GDP, and 
moderate inflation. 

Meeting those criteria 
— and even more diffi- 
cult. keeping to them in 
the future — will be one 
of the main preoccupa- 
tions of EU governments 
in 1997. 

In eastern Europe, 
some former communist 
countries — the Czech 
Republic, Poland and 
Hungary — have moved 
closer to their goal of 
^ming NATO and the 

Russian economy 
shrank around six per 
cent in 1996. but oner 
years of sky-high infla- 
tion, the government 
reduced the" figure to 
some 20 per cent and 
hopes to brins it down 
further in 1997. Russia's 
first Eurobond issue 
smce the 1917 Bolshe- 
vik revolution was a big 
success in November, 
allowing Moscow to 
raise $1 billion o\'er five 
years. 

— In Israel. Prime 
Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, a champion 
of small government 

E romises to sell off bil- 
ons of dollars worth of 
state companies in 1997, 
including the El A1 air- 
line and the major 
banks. But the plans are 
stymied by the weak 
economy and dormant 
stock market. 

— In Latin America, 
powerhou^ economies 
of Brazil, Argentina and 
— though bur- 


wail fcijivfug 

1997 and probably c 
longer," the associi 


per cent. 

“Moderate economic 
growth and low inflation 
will continue throughout 
much 
association 
saiO in a survey com- 
piled from responses 
from 44 cop forecasters. 

Investors have enthusi- 
astically seized on the 
good economic data. 

The combined 58 per 
cent increase in the Dow 
Jones index during the 
past two years, if it holds 
up, would be the biggest 
two-year increase in 40 
years, economists said. 


Egypt, Libya and Jordan 
to link electrical 
grids next autumn 


CAIRO f.\FP) — Eg>TX Libya 
and Jordan merge thek elec- 

trical grids in Septemhff in a 
step to\^'ard unit^ An^ and 
Arab-Europeao electrical ntt- 
weris. Egyptian Etectriciiy 
Minister Mabcr Abaza said Sun- 
day. 

‘The electrical link-up 
betu-een Egypt and Libya and 
between Eg^x and Jordan will 
take place at dse beginning of 
SeptOTber." Mr. Abaza said 
alt^ talks in Cairo with the .sec- 
[ctaiy for the Libyan General 
People's Committee for Bteig>'. 
Abdallah Al-Badri. The two 
links will open the way for an 
“electrical link between the Mid- 


dle past and North .A£ica 
which will thin be “connected to 
ihe Eurcipean electrical network 
through Spain in the west and 
Tuik^ in the east," he added 

In September, Mr. Abaza said 
the electrical Unk with Jordan 
and Libya would occur in June 
] 997. He did not give the reason 
Sunday for the delay, but said 
that the electrical connections 
with Libj’a would cost S46 niii- 
lion. 

The .Middle Eastern electrical 
grid is to e.xtend to Syria. Tuikey 
and Iraq and the North African 
grid will include Lit^'a. Tunisia, 
Algeria and Morocca 


Mexico 

deued by high unem- 
ployment dwarf the 
output of countries in 
Central u America, the, 
,, , ,, .^-Caribbfeari and parts df; 

1^96e Ho«g KongTsf ! inflation* is* expeewd to ‘^'^South •* America. Peni» 
stock rriafkdt gained' - fall from 2.1S per cent to ' Venezuela and Colom- 
about 32 pdr cent in- an acceptable 2.2 per ” ‘ ' 

value and nit repeated cent. The dark cloud, as 

it has been for the 


highs as the economy 
showed signs of recover- 


ing from the 
year’s slump. 

Mainland 
meanwhile, en 


previous 

China, 


tjoyed a 
“soft landing" from the 
overheated heights of 
recent years, using a 
tight credit policy to 
reduce inflation from 1 7 
per cent in 1995 to about , 


past 

15 years, is unemploy- 
ment, which probably 
will average 10.8 per 
cent. 

All eyes Ore on Jan. 1, 
1999, when a common 
EU currency called the 
euro -is scheduled to 
come into being. To 
qualify, however, coun- 
tries must have budget 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 "Never tell — 
(Solon) 

5 Tie up 

10 Hurry-up letters 

14 Literature 
Nobelist 

1 5 Practice fly bctil 

16 Italian resort 

17 Lends a hand 

18 Giant 

19 Journey by ox 
wagon 

20 Clean 
thoroughly 

22 Rocky peak 

23 Kind of paper 

24 Abrade 

26 Steeds 

27 Zeus' wife 

28 ft may estabRsh 
inrx>cence 

30 my brother's 
keeper?” 

32 Wastes away 
34 Main or top 
38 UN's main 
governing body 

41 Flair 

42 Type of tank 

43 Pub potion 

44 In the works 

48 Meadow sounds 
48 Four-legged 
creature 

51 Misrepresents 

53 Troglodyte 

54 Conjunctive 

56 Violinist Mischa 

58 M for 
Murder” 

59 Now 

61 Carson's 

' successor 

62 Fish-eating bird 

63 Active 

64 Division word 

65 Requisite 

66 Ossa 

67 The Man 

DOWN 

1 Amo, — , amat 

2 Those not of the 
cloth 

3 Laos' peninsula 

4 Make certain 

5 Newt 


IT4 


17 




124 


[30 1^31 


127 


15 


121 


118 




122 




126 




38 


41 


132 


133 


39 


I« 


144 145 


48 

49 

50 


53 




SB 




62 




BS 





10 

11 

12 

13 

16 




19 













34n35 36 37 


140 


143 


146 


163 


166 


'55 


156 


161 


R4 


167 


52 


157 


By Alan Oischwang 

6 Completely 

7 Biblical 
preposition 

8 Culture medium 
' 9 Horror star, 

Chaney 

10 Generosity 

1 1 Circe, for one 

12 Possessing 
manual dexterity 

13 Pig holders? 

21 Harder to find 
23 Male swan 

25 Sun cover 

26 Projectile 

28 Make the 

. necessary 
' adjustments 

29 we forger 

30 Reason, for one 

31 Blanc or Torme 
33 Bread spread 

35 A lowering in 
esteem 

36 Under the 
; weather 

37 Caustic liquid 

39 Painted in a way 

40 Eleve's place 



0 1 996 Tribuna iMedia Servicss. inc. 
All rights rsserved.' 


45 Wide's 
companion ' 

47 Movie's Bruce 

48 He finally spoke> 
for himself ■ 

49 Bete — 

50 Silly 

51 Indian soldier 


'-' 52 Clara or Claus 

54 — contendere 

55 Norse war god 
' 57 ShowdowiA- 
■44;4^1lme? 

-59- A Hunter-' 

60 Affirmative 


bia lie in-between — 
developing rapidly but 
still battiii^ widespread 
poverty. (Colombia in 
1997 faces the added 
threat of ecooomic sanc- 
tions from the United 
States because of the 
drug-tainted administra- 
tion of President Ernesto 
Samper. 

— In the United 
States, the National 
Association of Business 
Economists predicts that 
economic performance 
over the next five years 
should look much like 
the past five years - 
moderate growth aver- 
aging 2.5 per cent and 
inflation just under 2.9 


■"if ■"* s 


■■ 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 16/12/96 18:44 










Eia 


US Dollar 

- 

1J534 

0.6024 

1.3270 

113.69 

1.3658 

1529.76 

1.7426 

5.2443 

DEMa'i^. . 

-0.6437 

- 

0.3874 

0.6542 

73.33 

0.8786 

964.09 

•1.1218 

3.3742 

GB Sfcrlllng 

1.6600 

2.5776 

- 

2J041 

189.03 

2.2672 

2539.40 

2.8927 

8.7055 

.CR Fri'oe • ' 

';0.7536 

117.03 

0.4536 

- 

85J5 

1.0285 

1151.67 

'131.30 

3.9486 

JP Yen 

0.0088 

1.3621 

0.5282 

1.1634 

. 

1.1979 

13A2 

15^85 

4.6006 

' CA D«ilia>' ' . 

b:7322 

1.1416 

6.4430 

0.9718 

1.20 

- 

1123.89 

1.2807 

3.8459 

IT Lira 

0.0007 

ini44 

0.3932 

0.0867 

1344.27 

0.8921 

- 

1U8 

3A236 

. Nl)GniIJcr: . 

0)5739 

.89.07 

0)3453 

76.14 

65J4 

0.7634 

877,31 

. 

'3.0065 

FR Franc 

0.1907 

0.2963 

0.1146 

25.3124 

21.70 

0.2605 

33.25 

33.2500 

- 


Energy 



Brent 

24JI5- 

23.95 

'piTeois 


"‘iMo- 

Bony 

24ns 

23.95 

' Dub'^ ' 


"20n3 : 

ULGa.1 

206.00 

206.00 


SA Riyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BIT Dinar ' 
CY Pound 


Mki-Eust Currencies 


.Current DEM ■ :€BP 


SI! 


Metal Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Btd) 


Period -1 


GoIU (oz's) 

368 

368.5 






Silver 

s‘4)8 

4.82 


USD 

SA6 

SA3 

SM 

5.55 

5.62 

Platinum (ox's) 

366 

367 


GBP 

6.06 

6.18 : 

6.56 

6.50.. 

.-6.66.- 


• ispa- 

iait 


JPY 

0.17 

0.21 

0.31 

0 J1 

6,37 

O) p Months) 

2106 ' 

2107 


DEM 

3.18 ' 

■ 3.13 ' 

3.16 

2.97 • 

3.20 

Sn^P-Monthi) 

.1051 ; 

' -1052. 


FRF 

3.33 

.3i33,„ 

. 3.34 

. 

3,i?i., 

Lead p M<mtlttl 

•«69 

690 

. . . 

CRF-^ 

1.87 

;1^i 




p-Monti») • 

.:6580. 

6600 


ITL 

7.38 

7M . 

. 6,73 

B£2 

6y44 


Main Equity Inificiei 


Energi’ 


* JOD Cross Rates 





aBSgfBBWBHiSaiMBSFW 

ColTce (c/lbs) 

116.58 

.Spul 


US Dtillar 

0.708 

0.710 

Coma '(S/ton) 

-iwc- 

Spot 


CB sk'rilinn 

1.1743. 

1.1802 

Sugar (S/tnn) 

307 

.Spot 


DE Mark 

0A548 

0.4571 

(S/ion)- 

'128- 

' .Spol - 


CH Franc 

0.634 

0J367' 

So\-a (c/lbs) 

21.75 

Spot 


FR Franc 

0.1349 

0.1356 

;-TeaOug/hgy ;; 

;• 125 • 

Spot 


. JPYen ' - 

0.6211 

0.6242' 

Barley (S/bsh) 

2.15 

.Spot 


NL Guilder 

OA054 

0.4074 

Hire (S/to'ri)' ' , 

470 

' .Spot 


ITLira 

0.4624 

0A^7 


Source: Ccninil BnnI.or Jordan. 


0.2666 

0j4144 

0.16069 

0.3S<I06 

30A02S 

0.272S 

0A2344 

0)1642 

0.36179 

31.0684 

3.3333 

'5.18135 

2.00884 

4.42074 

380.084 

0.3770 

4.12201 

1.59847 

3.52:37' 

302.46 

2.122 

3.2985 

1.2783 

2.8176 

241.844 








BEBaMigja 

NeirYork 

DOW JONES 

6334J» 

2972 

*0.46 

8355.61 

630477 

630477 

•*, '.tSfeiryork.).'.' 


» 73079 

. 2.15 

"07 ■ 

.732.68 

728.64' 

-728.64 

London 

FT-SE IflO 

3981 

8.6 

072 

3993.8 

3970.6 

3972A 



'• ••Zd42iD4) • • 

'80A5 

OA ■ 

2047ij 

262914 

zhUiA 

Paris 

CAC40 

221678 

12.87 

078 

2230.52 

2206 A4 

2203A1 

Frahkfbri -• 

' . • ■■-DaX ^ 

2855.79 

56.08 

2 

7855.79 

»3'l)^ 

279971 



HOROSCOPE. 
forecast 
FOR TUESDAY, 
DECEMBER 17;, 

By Thomas S. Pierson] * 
Astrologer, Carroll ' 
Righter Foundation ' ' 

IaRIES: (March 21 to! 
April 191 You can easily 
make new acquaintances 
today which .will mdse 
vou personal and business 
'like more rewarding. Your, 
intuitive perceptions an? 
fine, so later this evening 
follow- their promptmg 
and you will be succ^s 
fill'. 

TAURUS: (April 20 ;tO 
May 20) This is a good 
day today to make ^fbe 
right arrangements w'ith 
your mate and have long, 
fruitful discussions. Later 
this evening you will 5e 
able to discuss with fellow 
associates your plan of! 
action for great success. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Be more willing 
to accept advice or sug- 
gestions from outside fel- 
low associates. Add to the 
'prestige yOu enjoy ar this 
time and you can mate 
your career activities more 
'presti^ous and gmn 
[recognition fr om a bigwig. 
!MOON CHILDREN; 
June 22 to July 21 ) Plan 
[your career activities for] 
the rest of the week care- 
ifully and you can gain 
|recognition from those in 
authority. Show more 
affection for your loved 
ones later this evening and 
you can gain much appre- 
ciation ffom them. . i 
LEO: (July 22 to August] 
21) This is a good day 
enjoy recreation today and 
to plan for additional ones 
in the days ahead, 
enthused and you can have 
tun with your mate in 
those activities which you 
both will enjoy and want 
Ito participate in. 

■VIRGO: (August 22 
September 22) You can 
Idiscuss problematical 
jaffalrs with your loved 
iqnes todsXj.i.wd 
Ithpra, prqjjiil^yqu.dq not 
los.e youg.; temper. Lat^r 
ichis evening you can visit 
with close 'friends and 
have a wonderful tune 
being in their company. 
LIBRA: (Septemter 23 to 
October 22) This is a good 
day to visit os many indi- 
viduals as you can for 
whatever good purpose, 
[either business or person- 
al. Later this evening 
would be a good time to 
meet with knowledgeable 
people and discuss ways 
you mate your career 
more productive. 
[SCORPIO: (October 23 
November 21) Study 
into newspapers and oth^ 
periodicals today which 
can give you wise Hat? 
about greater abundance 
]for the days ahead. Laten 
this evening will be good 
for you to go out on the 
town with your mate and 
have fiin. 

SAGITTARIUS: 
[(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) You can get into 
whatever can help you. to 
[expand in your careeri 
activities and start to reap 
the benefits from . your! 
efforts. This evening will 
ibe a good time for you tO| 
meet with a bigwig and i 
di.scuss your'oppoitunities 
for success, 

CAPRICORN: (Decern-, 
her 22 to January 2)0) Be| 
with an expert today anri 
quietly get ad-vice you. 
need to get a new proj^d 
completed on time and 
under budget Buy a little 
gift for your lovqd one 
which will be appreciated 
and rnake him or her more 
affectionate. , ■ - 

AQUARIUS: (January 21| 
to February 19) This is; a| 
good day today to see ^ 
many persons as you 
for w'haiever your purpose 
[and get good results which, 
be prosperous. Late^ 
evening will be a good 
[time ro get together with' 
close friends and go out bn 
the town, 

PISCES: (February 20 ici 
20) Get in tpud^ 
today with influential peo*' 
pie who can make' tilings 
easier for you in the days 
ahead. Gain their baclung 
support sp that 'ybii 
msike your 

[activities successful 'abdi 
prosperous. ! 


I^rthstone of Decemb^ 
nirquoise — Zircon, i 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, December 17, 1996 


Corporate America embraces Internet Commerce 


LOS ANGELES (R) ^ 
No more fiin and games, 
file Imemei is getting 
down to business. 

Inieroet Commerce is 
ibe latest, biggest buzz in 
corporate America, with 
diousands of companies 


lining up to buv and sell 
online, and hundreds more 
ready to provide the tools 
to set them there. 

obstacles are daunt- 
ing, but if optimists' pre- 
dictions come true, the 
Internet could become the 



Jordan Gulf Insurance Company 
records JD30%000 loss 


• * AFTER APPROVING the balance sheet and the prof- 
it and loss statement for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1996, the genera] assembly of the Jordan Gulf Insurance 
Con^any requested the comjxroller of insurance at the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade to recon.<nder the premium 
for the obligatory third party vehicle insurance which 
under no circumstance corresponds to the volum of paid 
claims (compensation}. Responding to the request, the 
comptroller announced the formation of a new committee 
to reconsider tbe ‘*prices” of this type of insurance which 
has resulted in JD1.4 million in losses to the insurance 
companies in the Kingdom last year. The losses in 1994 
amounted to JD1.8 million. 

Noting that tbe ministry's keenness to amend the pre- 
mium for the third pany vehicle insurance is in line with 
the rise in the cases of reckless driving, the insurance 
official urged the companies to cooperate by providing 
accurate and t'ery detailed figures on the vehicle insur- 
ance burioess to help formulate a study reneciing the sit- 
uation in the market in order to tighten control on vehicle 
insurance. 

According to the financial results of the Jordan Gulf 
.Insurance Company, the loss resulting from the obligmo- 
ly third party vehicle insurance was around JD30S.000. 
‘The company’s board chairman, Ibrahim A1 Ayed, told 
the general assembly that tite loss incurred in. the 
1995/1996 financial year was due to many factors, the 
most important of which was the rise in the number of car 
accidents to a record figure and the paid claims that the 
coitqtany had to pay in compensation. This factor 
becomes more important when the profit and loss state- 
ment shows that tbe company earned JD6.2 million in 
total premiums of which JD3.4 million, or 55 per cent, 
were ftom the vehicle depanment Another factor for the 
loss was given by Mr. AI Ayed to be the recession at the 
stock market which he described as "*an important arm for 
investments by insurance companies.” 

Other financial data showed that the Jordan Gulf Insur- 
ance Company earned a total of JD1.86 million from 
marine premiums which ranked as second highest gener- 
ator of income. In third place was income from the fire 
depanment followed by the general accidents and life 
departments. The company maintains technical reserves 
amounting to JD1.59 million and has a total sharehold- 
ers' equity of JD2.3S million. 

Mr. Al Ayed told the general assembly that tte board of 
directors intends to raise the company's capital to JD2 
million as required by the law. Such an increase will be 
generated from the company's assets and without 
requesting any payment from the shareholders, Mr. Al 
Ayed conclude (Al Aswaq). 

Subscribers to cellular phone service 
mil not receive food coupons 

**ALL SUBSCRIBERS to the cellular phone service 
and persons who benefited from lea.sing .such a service 
have been considered in ihe high-income category and 
have been excluded from receiving food coupons in 1997 
(Al Aswaq 1. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 
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“At 6:13 P.M., I said, ‘I love you,’ then 
you said. 1 love you, too.’ So next 
time it’s your turn to say it first." 


that scrambled word game 

{ by Henri Arnold MdMAwArgirion 


Unscramble tnaso four Jumbles, 
one lener lo eacti square, to iorm 
(our ordinary words. 


KAI 

MLY 


n 

r 

1 



eim Mm MtW Sewn. K 


ARYRA 

!■ 

■eiB 

■ 

■ 


RANCOB 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


Over my 
dMdbo^ 



A eOOZ> THING 
TD WATCH OUT 

f=or when 


LUBEBB 


Now arrango tne circled loiiors to 
form itio surprise arwfwer. as sug- 
gested Oy foo cartoon. 

c 

□ 


_ 

— 

J 

Print answer here: 

» Y y ^ 

[xx: 


Jumaes- VODEL RUSTY TANKER 

Answer:' How the navel agem sold trips » tetanbul - 

HE TALKED TURKEY 


biggest murkeiplacti on 
the globe by the beginning 
of the next century, an 
electronic bazaar that will 
change forever the land- 
scape of domestic and 
international trade. 

'The net has created an 
open market for anyone 
who wanted to jump in," 
said Jay 'Tenenbaum, 
chairman of Com- 
mercertet, the Iniemet 
Commerce consortium. 

Internet Commerce 
involves retailers selling 
music CDs, ■ flowers or 
books on the worldwide 
web, and consumers pay- 
ing for them from virtual 
wrUIeis with secured cred- 
it cards, digital dollars and 
electroiuc cheques. 


Inve.stors can buy stock 
through online brokers 
and bank customers can 
log on to move funds from 
current to savings 
accounts, and pay their 
bills. Companies can use 
the Imcmci to reach sup- 
pliers and customers and 
transfer purchasing, distri- 
bution and other corporate 
functions onto intranets. 

Because Internet Com- 
merce encompasses so 
many things, it is hard to 
determine exactly how 
large n market it is, or will 
be. 

Today, business-to-busi- 
ness transactions account 
for the biggest piece of the 
elecironic-conimerce pie. 
Revenue from corporate 


E-commerce could 
explode to SI 3.4 billion 
next year, from S18 bil- 
lion in 1^^, according to 
a poll of 1.1(X) commer- 
citu web sites by Activme- 
dia, an Internet researcher 
basi^ in Peterborough, 
New Hampshire. 

Online retailing, mer- 
chandise sales to the pub- 
lic from stores on tbe web 
and online services, 
should reach $6.6 billion 
by 2(X)0 from SSI 8 mil- 
lion [his year, according to 
Forrester Research, fimm 
Cambridge, Massachu- 
setts. 

But electronic com- 
merce isn't there yet 

Most consumers still 
shun using credit cards 


online, despite studies that 
show electronic transac- 
tions are less siu^tible 
to fraud than offline pur- 
chases. Privacy is anomer 
big concern. 

Eaiiy Internet suves and 
(Hiline mails were unat- 
tractive, disofganised, 
understocked and lacking 
amveniences such as 
online ordering It is no 
surprise that shopping 
ranked last in a recent 
advertising age poll of 
Internet users' online 
activities, well behind 
news gathering and E- 
mail. 

On die merchant side, 
off-the-shelf solutions for 
building Internet store- 
fronts were non-existeai 
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PAST 13 
"■rfiOM 

H0MTK5 

LM 

COHPAHT'5 NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OP 

TRANS. 

MO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

XIMOBS 

JS 

OPEN 

pRia 

CLOSE OOUieB 
PA.CE 


269. soo : 

205.000 

ARAD BANX 

13.9 

1.37 

2 

40 

10300 

355.00 

355.00 



j.aoo 

3.900 

BANK OP JORDAN 

11.3 

0.00 

3 

120 

367 

3.05 

3.10 

.05«- 


S.250 

4.250 

THE BOUSXHO BR. 

12.7 

3.91 

4 

1773 

8414 

4.65 

4.75 

.10* 


a. 040 

3.440 

JOR.RtrWAlT BANK 

19.1 

0.00 

9 

957 

3430 

3.50 

3.63 

.13« 


1.200 

.eao 

JOR.CDLP BANX 

5.7 

7.39 

7 

3800 

2693 

.97 

.96 

.01- 


4.iao 

J.4B0 

JOB. ISLAMIC BANK 

17.7 

0.00 

18 

4113 

15186 

3.70 

3.69 

.01- 


3.290 

1.400 

ONION DK.SAV.INV, 

P 

0.00 

2 

3000 

3928 

1.48 

1.46 

.03- 


3.380 

1.800 

BB!T.AL-HAL (BEZTNA) 

1.1 

8.33 

1 

350 

450 

1.83 

1.80 

.02- 


1.590 

1.000 

?HILAO£L,I.r.r,aX. 

9 

0.00 

3 

1000 

1338 

1.30 

1.33 

.03* 


BANK SZCTOfi TOTALS tNDBXi 194,17 :CfUi 

-0.27 

48 

13051 

43981 





2.910 

1.830 

JDR PRXNCH INCUR. 

5.7 

9.95 

7 

1450 

2895 

1.96 

2.01 

.05« 


XKSOJUUICE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 117.47 tCHCS 

•0.26 

7 

1450 

.2095 





1.900 

1.450 

JOR.XL8CTRIC F«R. 

11.3 

7.36 

42 

38499 

46814 

1.65 

.63 

.02- 


6.9S0 

6.000 

VHCLS. OWNERS FED. 

10.6 

5.83 


110 

660 

6.00 

•..00 

. 


1.960 

1 . .760 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 


0.00 

23 

8600 

10547 

1.21 

1.22 

.01* 


1.050 

.870 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

19.3 

4.28 

1 

ISO 

131 

.87 

.87 



1.360 

.560 

JORDAN ZNTL.TRAO. 

33.4 

0.00 

2 

500 

325 

.63 

.65 

.03* 

* 

.800 

.490 

HACK.BQP.RENT.HAIH. 

g 

0.00 

2 

450 

213 

.49 

.47 

.02- 


2.300 

1.490 

KID. EAST HOTELS 

67.2 

0.00 

9 

3400 

5384 

1.49 

:.S6 

.or* 


3.730 

3.130 

ARAB IMTL.IHV.EDDC. 

13.6 

5.80 

« 

1300 

4488 

3.4S 

7..4S 

- 


1.270 

.960 

lARKA EDUCATION 


0.00 

5 

2300 

3452 

1.07 

.07 



2.430 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO. 

11.3 

4.67 

134 

75350 

158780 

2.04 

£.14 

.10* 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 112 

.26 ^CHCs 

•0.35 

224 

120559 

239711 





3.770 

3.060 

JOn. CEK8.NT PACT. 

20.0 

2.86 

11 

18250 

63870 

3.50 

3.50 



3.550 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MIKES 

3S.0 

0.00 

8 

17098 

55565 

3.25 

3.36 

m 


6.000 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH 00. 

17.6 

3.45 

6 

6000 

34800 

5.80 

■.80 

m 


10.550 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. fCEPZNARY 

9.8 

8.30 

3 

140 

1351 

9.60 

9.64 

.09* 


1.590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

56.4 

0.00 

5 

639 

809 

1.37 

:.27 

m 


3.750 

1.550 

INDUSTRIAL COKH.ACR. 

40.2 

0.00 

a 

1419 

4233 

2.85 

3.99 

.19* 


4.B70 

3.040 

ARAB PKARM. MA.NP. 

30.1 

5.46 

18 

4689 

17014 

3.59 

3.66 

.01* 


6.450 

5.650 

JOR.CXRAKIC INS. 

7.7 

4.03 

1 

ISO 

930 

6.20 

i«.20 

m 


a . 000 

4.350 

DAR ALDAHA DV.ZKV. 

13.4 

4.08 

2 

300 

980 

4.87 

4.90 

.02* 


5.800 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM.IND. 

8.6 

8.65 

3 

840 

2913 

3.47 

3.47 



.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

9 

0.00 

49 

SS950 

35976 

- .63 

.64 

.01* 


‘ 1.500 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRO. 

8.0 

6.78 

7 

1450 

1713 

1.16 

1.18 

.03* 


i.aso 

1.310 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 

9 

0.00 

1 

2500 

3175 

1.37 

1.37 

m 


1.090 

,S40 

NATIONAL ZNDS. 

10.1 

8.82 

66 

88900 

60382 

.65 

.68 

.03* 


1.840 

."30 

I .‘tTERMED . PBT80 . CHEH . 


0.00 

47 

36250 

30488 

1.14 

1.X6 

,01* 


4.700 

3.430 

ALADDIN CO. 

19.2 

3.50 

1 

300 

686 

■ 2.43 

3.43 

m 


4.250 

:.i30 

NA1Z..CABLE MIRE.HFAC ■ 

1S.2 

o.op 

5 

1550 . 

3803 

3.40 

2.50 

.10* 


I.aso 

.670 

JOR. SOLPHO-CREH 


0.00 

A 


1127 

.80 

.84 

.0«*. 


1.910 

l.OBO 

ARAB PHARM.CHEM. 

38.3 

0.00 

34 

17750 

36919 

1.48 

'..SI. 

.03* 


3.280 

1.440 

DHtV. HODN.ZHDS. 

5.4 

ia.17 

18 

-8400 

15020 

1.76 

!.79 

.03* 


a. 100 

1.140 

JOR. IHDS . RESOURCES 

16.6 

0.00 

31 

14300 

1B932 

1.31 

-.33 

>01*. ; 


1.580 

.840 

JOR. MEW CABLE CO. 

37,4 

D.OO 

20 

12600 

12618 

.99 

1.01 

.03* 


1.480 

l.OBO 

INTL. TOBACCO 

39.4 

0.00 

29 

23S50 

37803 

1.21 

1.35 

.04* 


1.730 

.930 

ONIOH CH. fi VEC. 

35.6 

0.00 

30 

11050 

11392 

1.00 

1.04 

.04* 


INDOSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 116.47 XCHCi 

•0.34 

390 

314276 

432623 




CRMX TOTAL 

INDEX: 1S3.34 (CHC: 

•0.30 

669 

449336 

709210 
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MARKET SHARE PRICE 
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.800 

.510 

JOR, TRADE FAC. 

14.7 

0.00 

8 

6000 

3300 

.55 

.55 


H 

.950 

,440 

NATL . COHKBR . CSRTERS 

E 

0.00 

6 

5500 

3535 

.46 

.46 

m 


.930 

.700 

UNION INV. SOX 

68.9 

0.00 

7 

6000 

1350 

.73 

.73 

.01- 


1.110 

.370 

ARAB PIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

i€ 

11200 

5053 

.44 

.46 

• 03* 

6N 

l.OSO 

.900 

UNITED FOR FINAN.INV 


0.00 

2 

10250 

8713 

.90 

.85 

.05- 


.860 

.510 

ARAB FOOD 5 MED. 

B 

0.00 

6 

3100 

3009 

.63 

.65 

.03* 


1.760 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

E 

0.00 

11 

5100 

7315 

1.40 

* 44 

.04* 


1.000 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

13 

8500 

5033 

.59 

.59 



1.100 

.400 

HAIL . MULT. BH6 . KAMICO 

E 

0.00 

26 

52700 

35713 

.47 

.49 

.02* 


.610 

.430 

NAYSAK DIES 6 MOULDS 

E 

0.00 

2 

500 

255 

.49 

.51 

.02* 


1.080 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

6 

4250 

3188 

.75 

.75 

•1 


1.330 

1.020 

UNION TOBACCO 75 « 

B 

0.00 

3 

124 

98 

1.06 

1.05 

.01- 


.640 

.570 

RA2I PKARM. 66> 

B 

0.00 

7 

2870 

746 

.61 

• 61 

■: 


.630 

.390 

INDS. EN6. 

36.5 

0.00 

12 

10750 

4593 

.42 

.43 

.01* 


.900 

.580 

PEARL SAN. P. CORV. 

B 

0.00 

4 

1900 

1179 

.60 

.63 

.03* 

M 

1.500 

.530 

HID. BAST COHPXfX 

7.9 

0.00 

19 

17600 

11726 

.66 

.67 

.01* 

CMUrO TOTAL 




147 

146344 

82804 






Haw IS HonchB low 
Llated during th« pane 12 noncha 
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until the past six months. 
Web-based business is still 
hampered by lack of infira- 
stnicQire and standards, 
regulatory constraints and 
societal barriers, accord- 
ing to an eteccronic-com- 
merce study conducted by 
consultants Arthur D. Lit- 
tle and the Ciga Informa- 
tion Group. 

Ibe Internet induso 7 is 
woridng double time to 
remove these impedi 
mems. 

In recent months, a 
*Vho*s who" of Internet 
giants has aimounced a 
dizzying array of products 
meant to smooth tbe way 
for retailer^ direct-mail 
marketers and others itch- 
ing to get wired. Offerings 
include hosting services 
from ATT, MCI, IBM, 
BBN and others who will 
create and run, a compa- 
ny's web business. 

Companies tbat want k> 
run their own. transaction- 
based web sites can buy 


software building blocks 
from Netscape, Microsoft, 
Open Market, Connect 
Corp. and dozens of sec- 
ond-tier competitors. 

Among the latest brace 
of announcements, Oracle 
said it would begin selling 
a line of web commerce* 
servers next year, compet- 
ing against Netscape and 
Microsofr, which has 
announced that it expects 
to Stan shipping web- 
commerce software in 
December. 

Commerce servers are 
software packa^s that 
turn a high-performance 
workstation into a web 
site capable of handling 
online transactions and 
associated billing, security 
and customer-service 
funcdoQS. 

To deal with perceived 
fears of the Internet not 
being safe, ATT, America 
Online and other cyber- 
space mall managers are 
guaranteeing credit cards 
against theft, promising 
if card dam is stolen 
while customers shop, the 
companies will pay the 
$50 liability deducoble if 
credit-card issuers don’t 
cover it. 

No America Online sub- 
scriber has ever had cred- 
it-card information stolen 
while shopping online, but 
company officials are 
offenng the ^aramee as a 
securi^ blanket 
In another efifort to bol- 
ster public trust the non- 
irofic Electronic Frontier 
bundation and Com- 
mercenet the Internet 
Commerce trade group, 
have announced Etnist a 
set of Stringent privacy 
guidelines for online mer- 
chants due in the first 
quarter of 1997. 

Meanwhile, dozens of 
banks and merchants have 
endorsed the set standard 
for secured credit-card 
transactions created by a 


p; 


consortium led by Master 
card and N^sa. Rnancia 
institutions are currend} 
testing set protocols witf- 
an eye to building the 
safety procedures into the 
electronic payment ser- 
vices they oner merchant: 
next year. 

Other companies ar^' 
devising online paymen: 
mechanisms tbat will on<- 
day fill in for cash. 

Market leader Cyber- 
cash has struck deals wid* 
Netscape, Oracle. Ameri- 
ca Online, Sun Microsys- 
tems, Checkfree, Com 
puserve and others to di» 
tribute the company's vir- 
tual wallet or build it int- 
their respective commerc- 
softwaze 

Cybercash has already 
distnhuted 700,0(xi virtual 
wallets, which, by the enL! 
of the year, will comai:! 
secured credit cards, elec- 
tronic cheques, and Mon- 
dex's smart card. Wallet-: 
will also contain a form o' 
pocket change callec 
cybercoins consumers can 
use to buy a single news- 
paper story, play a video 
game or download a soft- 
ware upgrade. 

Cybercash rivals Digi- 
cash and First Virtual arc 
marketing their own elec- 
tronic paymeoi schemes. 
Other companies arc 
developing keyboard ; 
with built-in sman-carJ 
leadens that consumer ; 
could use to make pur- 
chases from their PCs. 

Desinte these efforts, it 
could be years, even 
decades, before the public 
embraces alternatives to 
cold, hard cash, paper 
checks and plastic ca^s. 

Tt isn't something cus- 
tomers are begging for,' 
said Bill Rollinson, mar- 
keting vice president at 
Internet Shopping NeH 
work. ’’Something Uku 
this almost takes a genera- 
tion" to assimilate. 

Likewise, it is doubtlU 
that consumers will adju»t 
shortly to shopping online 
for clothes and other items 
that they like to (ouch cr 
try on before they buy. 

However, a growinj 
number of virtual compr- 
nies selling computer* , 
software, music. book>. 
flowers, wine, gifrs anJ 
other speciality items ars 
already seeing revenue 
. grow, and in some case.*-, 
turning a handsome profi > 
The next big thing ii 
online sales could be 
information consume] s 
buy a la carte and receive 
digitally. Commercenc t 
chairman .Tenenbaui .1 
believes that by 2(XX), ha'f 
of all software sold will b 3 
dow^aded rather tha.i 
delivered in a shrink- 
wrapped box. 

*The economics are 
absolutely compelling." he 
said. 
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DAJ ANI 

JEWEL.LEHS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 



FOR RENT 

• 3 bedrooms apartment In 
Shmeisoni, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in AJ Rabla 
area, ttiird floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoim Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 . 


FOR YOUR 
Advertisement 


srunoHiUG 

PnrfieHkHMJ QMliM in 
1 Hour Semee 

Devotop youriotoiir flln> tt 
our ibop lad gei:- 

• jummo 


Prmm •Miergrw 
aox JO OH 


eStni.* Odd, OiinOiiii 
c. Phone: WKM2 


ShBiriieni. 

Benk. 

Swefieb tcl; 823891 


•( U:\MN(;SI'.R\1CLS 

HoMi .OlllCi S 

•MUNri'NWChSl-kUU.S 

iir\Ti\r;svsri,M\v 

I'l 

.JOKKKM.- 

F-I,A1^ ,lCkMSI;:.iiA 
I [ k.MsHH) 







FOR 
I RENT 

I Df.u'.r 

i- 

^ Appdiirric.'nis 
tn AmrYian 


Fbr details please oaii 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


Teppanyaki ! 
Sashimi j 
Sushi 




W~ 

cncMi nom 


-INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

• SAUNA. JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

- FITNESS ROOM 

. TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS 


TEL: 758160 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




FOaflENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


I I :i. 

l \,\\ : 704414 


OPEN SiAlLT FROM 
lOAJM-lAJU 
Tel. 5537199 
Jax 896937 

‘ I ■ ■ MlWI bA 

Ubuii UKbelee 
belMad Jen Meek 
Hotel 



PIZZA GRANDE 

Qoitrmet pSZfi , 




• J 

Tiytktomy^^ 
-^STUFFED P/2Z4<’ 

^ urfMloyogoWH} .< 
> PAN PIZZA 

^ inM-ffWciiCnst} 

^ rTALUW 8ANDWCHES 
h Mh» Tfmw e UN IUb Emran 

AMMi.Abili 
Bupmkn 
■ Tel. 688 471 Ext. 32 
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Webber plays like warrior in paying back Golden State 


OAKLAND, California (R) 
— Fonner wani(^ Chris 
Webber had a triple-double 
of 19 points, 12 rebounds 
and 10 assists as the 
Washington Bullets ran 
their winning streak to three 
games .with a 110-102 win 
Sunday over Golden State. 

Rod Strickland had 22 
points and 15 assists and 
Juwan Howard added 20 
points for the bullets. 

“Somebody gave me a 
good quote. They said when 
die fans get on you, feed off 
of it,’’ said Webber, who was 
booed everytime be touched 
thebaU. 

“I tried to go the whole 
game without letting any 
emotions show. 1 think I got 
-better controlling my emo- 
tions, but I will always want 


NBA ROUNDUP 


to beat the firanchise name.” 

Latrell Sprewell had a 
career-high 43 points for 
Golden State, which has lost 
five of its last seven games. 

“We did not give 
tSprewell) much support 
tonight," said Golden 
State's Chris Mullin. “We 
did not play defence like we 
are cap^le of doing." 

In Portland, the higb-fly- 
ing Rockets were without 
Charles Barkley, but 
Hakeem Olajuwon and 
Clyde Drexler took up the 
slack to lead NBA-best 
Houston to a 99-89 victory 
over the Portland Trail 
Blazers. 

Olajuwon scored 26 
points and grabbed 10 


rebounds and Drexler added 
22 points for the Rockets, 
who are ll-l on the road 
and have the best record in 
the NBA at 21-2. 

Kenny Anderson had 26 
points and 10 assists and 
Arvy^ Sabonis collected 
IS points and nine rebounds 
for Portland, who have lost 
rive of their last eight. 

Kevin Willis started in 
place of Baildey, out with a 
sprained ankle, and pulled 
down 13 rebounds. 

In Phoenix, Robert Horry 
scored a season-high 19 
points, highlighting a big 
effort by tte Phoenix bench, 
as the Suns defeated the 
Vancouver Grizzlies 103-84 
for their sixth win in seven 


games. 

Kevin Johnson added 16 
points and seven assists for 
the Suns, who sent 
Vancouver to their 1 2th loss 
in 13 road games. 

Phoenix’s reserves - 

outscored the Grizzlies’ 
bench, 60-14. Hoizy collect- 
ed his points in just 20 min- 
utes. while Sjun Cassell 
added 15 off the bench. 

“It’s a matter of timin g 
* Some nights, you’re going 
to shoot good, some nights 
you're not Tonight I was 
feeling good and kept shoot- 
ing,” Horry said. **It ain't 
often you get chat feeling.” 

Rookie Shareef AMui 
Rahim had c^eer hi^ of 
28 points and 14 rebounds 


for VancQuveL 

In Detroit, Joe Dumais 
scored seven of his 15 
points in a second-quarter 
run and the Detroit Pistons 
held the Boston Celtics 
without a basket for almost 
nine minutes in a 99-89 vic- 
tory. their sixth in seven 
games. 

Grant Hill bad 25 points, 
11 rebounds and eight 
assists for the Pistons, who 
improved to 10-2 at borne 
and tept Boston winiess on 
the ro^. The Celtics fell to 
C^9 away from home. 

David Wesley scored 25 
points and Rick Fox added 
17 for Boston, which man- 
aged Just rive free throws 
for an 8:54 stretch of the 
second quarter and fell 
behind by 1 7 points. 


Southampton manager victim of hoax caller 


LONDON (R) — So many 
foreigners are now playing in 
England there seem^ nothing 
out of the ordinary when 
Southan^on manager 

Graeme Souness took a ^ 
from Geoige Weah recom- 
mending his friend Ali Dia f<x* 
atrial. " 

Dia, said the caller, was a 
Senegalese international who 
had played for Paris St 
Gemuun'and Bologna. 

in fact. Souness was about to 
fall victim to “soccer’s con- 
trick of the decade", according 
to one Sunday tabloid. 

Southampton gave Dia a 


brief trial, obtained his interna- 
tional, clearance on Nov. 22 
and a day later he made his 
Premier League debut fcx the 
Saints against Leeds, coming 
on as a 32nd minute substitute 
for the injured Matthew ie 
Tissier. 

But Dia's disjday was one of 
such staggering ineptitude he 
was called off 52 minutes later 
and his c<xitract was cancelled 
after 14 days. It then tran- 
spired Weah never recom- 
mended the player — and 
claims not to know him — and 
Dia had failed to impress with 
trials at First IXvision Port 


Vale or Pmsmouth or sEcond 
jCMAoskn Gillingham and 
Bournemouth. ' Port Vale 
showed him the door after one 
reserve match. 

Dia has played for Senegal 
and for a Geo^ second df^ 
Sion side, but never played for 
PSG and has never even been 
to Italy. Souness sai± “1 have 
not met Geoige Weah but I 
have heard his voice on TV 
and radio and die man on die 
phone sounded similar. 1 don’t 
feel I have been duped in the 
slightest because that's the 
way the worid is these days." 

Dia did make his mark this 


weekend — scoring fer Minor 
League Gateshead tn a 54) 
win over Bath in front oi 400 
fans. 

Dia said afterwards: have 

been made to look a c<»-man. 
it's not true. I do know Geoi^ 
Wsah, but 1 am certainly not 
his best mate. 1 employed an 
agent when 1 came to^gland, 
and he is the con-man. He 
must have been calling all 
these clubs pretending to be 
George." Dte has still not 
given up hopes of a league 
career. This week he is due to 
have trials at Shrewsbury and 
Carlisle. 


Prize money proves an incentive for swimmers 


ROSTOCK, Ciermany (Ri — Sandra Vbelker and Johanna 
Sjcbeig enjoyed a lucrati'-e record-breaking weekend at the inau- 
^ral European Sprints and Shot-Course Swimii^g 
^ampionships. 

Europetm swimming's governing body LEN offered prize 
money for the fust time at one of its championships and officials 
believe this could be the way to raise the profiJe ^ the sport 

The money —• 5,000 maita ($3,420) for a European record — 
was relatively iruxlest in comp^on with the vast finandal 
rewards offered in golf and tennis but was none the less wel- 
come. 

r "The prize money for records Is a special incentive. The shops 
should be pleased because 1 haven't bought any Christmas pre- 
sents yet" Voelker joked after setting her second Europe^ mark. 

Vfeelker does promotional work for the sportsvrear company 
which sponsored these four-day chamfnonships, though her 
earnings do not match the nulhons garnered frem endorsements 
by her high-profile German rival Fraiziska ^ Almsick. 

Voelker, who gained three medals at the Atlanta Olympics, is a 
fitil-iime swimmer. T am a pnofessicmal because I dm’t do any- 
thing else." she s^d. 

Her coach. Lange, said: 'There are only a few swimmers, 
like Sandra, who can live from the sport 1 think swinmung wiD 
go in a sinnlar cfrrection to athletics." 

Vbelker, 22, shattered the absent Van Almsick's European 100 
metres freestyle short-course record and then bettered the mark 
the twn3 of them shared for the SO freestyle. 

She also anchored (jermany to a wrxld best time in the 
women's 4x50 medley relay — her second relay gold — and tri- 
umphed in the 50 backstrt^, an event sIk won in all four edi- 
tions of the old Eiox^an sjpint champiraiships. 

Sjobeig, an 1 8-year-old Swede, restricted Vbelker to five ^Ids 


by beating the German in the 50 and 1(X) metres butterfly and 
setting two European records in the process. 

Gomany u^iped tiie t^e 14 golds, fdlowed 
Britain who collected four golds thanks to Mark Foaer (50 but- 
terfly and 50 freestyle) and St^san Roljrfi (100 and 200 indvidual 
medley). 

Despite die absence of Alexander Popov, Michelle Smith and 
all Europe's otiier Olyn^c gold medailiks, 1996 vrorid best 
times were achieved in 19 of the 38 events. 

T don't doubt the event will establish itself witiUn tiie interna- 
tional calendar,'' LEN General Secretary Harm Beyer said. 

Tbe chan^onships, posquned from lafx April t«cause the 
pool leaked, toedt their place in an extremely crowds! mlendar. 

The >^brid Cup series, embradng two Asian and six European 
venues, unfolds in January and February with $170,000 on offer 
in prize mcxiey and worid records >v(Kth $2,(X)0. 

The worid shtxt-couise championship take place in 
Gothenburg in April, followed by the Eurc^jean long-couise 
championships in Seville in August and the world long-course 
chaizpionships in fferth in January 1998. 

Germ^ men's team coach Manfred Thiesmann believes high 
training levels and a suocessicn of chan^rmship peaks are c(xn- 
patible. "If we want vo stay interesting we caiuiot Ireep our noses 
under water the whole time trmiung," be said. 

But the World Cup series could ^er. 'The leading (German) 
swiminers wiU take a limited pan in dM Worid Chip. The top ones 
will just conpete in Gelsenkirchen (die German ^nue)," 
German women's team coach Actum Jedamsky said. 

Vbelker, like Foster, will spend three weeks in Australia next 
month. ‘TU prepare in Perth for the wold short-course cbampi- 
onships and at ^ same time collea niy first impr^cxis fex* the 
worid (long-course) championships there," she said. 



SWIMMERS EAT A FONDUE DURING A FUN RACE: Swimmers eat a ^Tondue” during a fun race in Lake 
Geneva, Sunday. Following a tiO year old tradition/over 500 Svriss took part in a 200 metre race in water that 
was only 4 degrees Celsius (Reuters photo) 


Damon 
Hill wins 
British 
award 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Britain's Formula One 
world champion Damon 
was voted BBC televi- 
sion's ‘sports peisonaliiy 
of the year' here Sunday. 

The viewers put four- 
times Olympic rowing 
champion Steve Redgrave 
secooid and jockey Frankie 
Denori thuxL Redgrave 
won the team award with 
partner Matthew Pinsent. 

The 36-year-old Hill, 
who receiv^ the trophy 
from last year’s winner, 
triple-jumper Jonathan 
Edwaids, said: “This has 
really made my year. 

The 'Overseas 

Personality Award’ was 
shared between world 
heavyweight boxing cham- 
pion Evander Holyfield 
and sprint king Michael 
Johnson. 



Al Orthodox! 


FIRST DIVISION BASKETBALL 

Ahli, Orthodoxi top standings 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special m the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Al Orthodoxi 
and Al Ahli pushed their 
way up to share the first 
place with seven points 
each at the conclusion of 
Sunday's matches in the 
final stage of the First 
Division Basketball 

Championship. 

Al Orthodoxi is temporar- 
ily leading on score differ- 
ence after an easy 93-55 
win over Al Jalil. 

Al Ahli overcame an 11- 
point difference in the first 
half to defeat Al Jazizeh 79- 
72 (35-44) in a heated 
match which concluded late 
Sunday after Al Jazireh 
topped the standings at tbe 
end of last week's 
matches. 

.Al AJ^ depend- 
ed on Marwan 
Saeedi to take the 
match into their 
own hands, espe- 
cially after a 
strong Stan by Al 
Jazireh, which led 
7-2 in the early 


moments of the match. Al 
Ahli never relented and 
managed to make it 7-7, 
thanks to the efforts of 
Ramez Hanunoudeh. 

Both teams reached to 
another tie (30-30) in the 
first half until Al Jazireh 
took tbe lead again to end it 
44-35. 

In the second half Al 
Jazireh's performance was 
influenced by the many 
fouls by its players. 

Meanwhile, Al Ahli kept 
the pressure against their 
opponents and took the lead 
for the first time in the sec- 
ond half 61-60 and then 65- 
64 to end the match 79-72. 

On the other band. Al 
Orthodoxi had an easier 
task, humbling Irbid’s Al 


Jaleel 93-55. 

Al Orthodoxi played with 
confidence taking tbe lead 
from tbe beginning and 
leaving Al Jaleel in a dilem- 
ma, especially after the 
score turned 24-6 early in 
the first half. 

In the second half Al 
Orthodoxi appeared more 
relaxed and satisfied with 
the result and depended on 
lhab Emsieh who topped 
the scoring lisL ' 

Schedule: 

Wed. 18/12: 

Orthodoxi-Jazireb 6:15 pzn. 


Ahii-Jaleei 


8:00pjn. 


after Siinday^s 
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Chelsea slump at Sunderland 


LONDON (AFP) — Ruud 
(jullit’s expensively 
assembled Cbelsea were 
given a lesson in class frx>m 
tile honest journeymen of 
Sunderland as the 
Londoners crashed to a 3-0 
defeat at Roker Park on 
Sunday. 

Tbe stylish Londoners 
have now gone five match- 
es without a win since 
upsetting Manchester 
United nearly two months 
ago after succumbing to 
Peter Reid's buoyant 
Premiership newcomers. 

An own goal by Michael 


Dubeny after half an hour 
set the mid-table wear- 
siders on their way. before 
second-half strikes from 
Kevin Bail and Craig 
Russell left Chelsea’s all- 
stars with no hope of a 
result. 

Russel), who coolly con- 
verted his third goal of the 
season with a deft finish, 
said: 'it’s a great result for 
us to beat (2hel$ea. They 
are a quality side with a 
number of great players." 

Sunderland manager 
Reid, who recently invest- 
ed some of his own money 


in tbe ambitious club, said 
be thought his players were 
finally getting the breaks 
that their endeavour and 
spirit deserved. 

Sunderland's first goal 
arrived when RusseU’s 
effort from tbe edge of tbe 
box deflected wildly off* 
Dubeny's behind before 
spinning into the back of 
the net. 

And Reid acknowledged 
his good fortune, saying: 
“OK, we got a break wifo 
the first goal but we have 
been unlucky recently — 
so 1 think we were owed a 


slice of luck like that. 

''We then played some 
really good stuff and never 
let (Tbelsea settle. I can tell 
you that 1 am a very happy 
chappie," be added. 

The match was effective- 
ly decided two mmuies 
after the break when Ball 
threw himself on to tbe end 
of Michael Gray’s superb 
whipping cross to power an 
unstoppable . header past 
Chelsea's Norwegian goal- 
keeper Frode Grodas. 


Bayern warn Scholl 
about off-field antics 


BONN (R) — Bayern Munich midfielder Mehmet Scholl 
faced possible censure frr>m his club on Monday after 
reports alleged he was involved in a nightclub brawl. The 
German international midfielder was quoted as saying he 
bod behaved badly recently and said that both team man- 
ager Uli Hoeness and vice-president Kari-Heinz 
Rummenigge had talked with him about the incidents. 

T have been behaving rather poorly," Scholl was quoted 
in the Munich daily TZ. 'They (Hoeness and 
Rummerugge) both really chewed me out." 

Rummenigge said Scholl has been warned and if he did 
not change his ways, "the club knows wbat it will have to 
do." 

“We knew it would be a difficult year for Mehmet after 
the European Cup," Rummenigge reportedly told one 
paper. “Not only because of his private problems. But the 
way he has been acting during tbe injury break is unwonhy 
of FC Bayern Munich." 

Scholl's domestic problems have been publicised fre- 
quently in the German media. His wife left him in early 
(October, taking their infant son with her when she moved 
in with a new boyfriend. 

Scholl, one of the most outspoken players in the 
Bundesliga, was involved in an on-field ^tercaiion with 
Borussia Dortmund striker Stephone Chapuisot last year. 
Scholl took a swipe at Chapuisot after the Swiss forward 
struck him in the back of the less. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


Wfra OMAR SHARIF 
S TANNAH HIRSCH 


North-South vuloerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 
*8763 
VAK 
OAQ72 
*AQ J 

WEST 
*92 

7109854fi 
OKS4 
*74 

SOUTH 
*A54 
7QJ3 
V 103 
*109862 

TTi e bidd ing; 

i^RTR EAST SOUTH WEST 
10 Pm INT 

3NT Put Pm 


GCT OUT OF YOUR WAY 


E.XST 
* KQ J 10 
T76 
C J9S6 
*K53 


Poll 

Pan 


OMiunf lead: Tea of ? 

You doo'L mind losing >Tirds as a 
reaiili of a bnllioni open-fteld 
le. It s another matter when you 
don t make a first down because 

j-ou tnpoveryourown blockcri 

North had a borderline two-oo- 
^mp o^niog bid. but decided to 
doi^mede tbe hand beuuse of a 
lack of mtenuediete cards. When 
^th responded one no tnimp. it 

ncedrt no more then simple ndrii- 
led the ten of heartSs c^ken 


by the king in dummy. Sine 
club suit had to be devdopei 
Ihere WM a dearth oTentri^ 
closed hand, declarer caahe 
ace of dobs at trick two and o 
ued with the queen. 

East grabbed the king an 
would have been well had 
defender continued with be 
But East shifted to the kw 
nades, and dedarer was in tn 
The ace was held up twice 
when dearer rmaily took the 
the dub suit was blocked. Wii 
way to get to the closed hand 
dub winnej* withered on the 
ana dedarer eventually went i 
two tricks. 

Had So^ paid o bit more a 
tion to the problem, the soli 
would have been easy to 1 
Before going after clubs. Si 
should cash tbe table's ac 
|ne^. Now even the fine del 
S' ofj"^ng tbe second 
to block the suit and shiftii! 
«{wes can be nullified. 

On winning the ace of spa 
jdeclarcr can cash the quU 
hearts and jettison the bloci 

declarer to cash three 
mcks and assure Dine tricks - 
if anyone is bold enough to 


CiMEMA TinS5w CINEMA 

PHILRDELPHIR 


J CINEMA TEL:677420 r 

CONCORD 




30 ^ 






PHILADELPHIA “1” 
Richard Gere...in 

PRIMAL FEAR 

PHILADELPHIA “2” 

VIRTUOSITY 




Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10: 


TEL:699238 

PLHZR 


Sean Connery ....in 

THE ROCK 

(IN DOLBY STEREO 




Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45. 11:00 


CONCORD »1” 

Sharon Stone & fzabelle Adjani...in 

DIABOLIQUE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 


CONCORD "2” 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

Shows: 3:30, 8:15, 8:30, 10:30 • 


-A. 


in m 0 u n Thsatre & C i n a ni b u a h ■ t n «• w — . 

■ TEL: 61 8274 - 61 8275 J a b 1 1 B H i s h a m s . T b sa tre 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 
Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 
W P/ay starts 8:30 p,m. 


K 


TEL: 625155 



The theatre is closed from 
Dec. 15, 1996 until the start 
of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan in order to prepare 
for a new^jlay entitled 

“Al Aman Ya Ho” 
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Argentine struggling, 
Colombia win again 


^3'55. 
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RIO DE JANEIRO (Rj — 
A^^ntina condnued to 
soruggte in the World Cup 
qualifiers on Sunday when 
[hey .were held lo a 1-1 
draw ill home by 10-man 
Chile while South Ameri- 
can group leaders Colom- 
bia won again. 

Vlmgnay. warned by soc- 
cer's go\-eming body FIF.A 
io dean up their act alter 
having seven player^ 
book^ last month against 
Chile, received only one 
yellow card in their 2-0 
hnipe win over Peru but 
had Marcelo Otero sent olf 
late in the gome. 

The violence this time 
came from the Chileans, 
who were let oft' lightly 
when they received only 
five hookings and a red 
c:ird in Buenos Aires. 

Argentina dominated 
their game but rarely 
looked like breaking 
through a rugged Chilean 
defence which was not 
afraid to reson to fouls — 
often vicious — to halt 
opposing aiucks. 

When Chile defender 
Luis Chavarria wa.s dis- 
missed in the 40th minute, 
it seemed he could be the 
first of several to go but his 
team-mates were spared 
further red cards by lenient 
refereeing. 

1‘emando Cornejo fired 
Chile ahead Iram a free 
kick early in the second 
half and Argentina needed a 
7(‘ih minute penalty from 
leading scorer Gabriel 
Batistuta to save them from 
defeat. 

lliey also had defender 
Koberio Ayala sent otf in 
the 60th minute for elbow- 
ing an opponent in the face 
;ind leaving him sprawled 
by an udverdsing board. 

Striker Ariel Onega 
showed enormous skill for 
.Atgemma bm his team- 
mates were not up to the 
same standard. 

’There was something 
lacking,** udmiued coach 
Daniel Pussarella. 
were never on top of the sit- 
uation. li WU.S not a good 
game for us.” 

The point left them third 
in the single South Ameri- 
can group, from which the 


WORLD CUP 


top four will take pan ia the 
1098 W'orld Cup in France. 

But Argentina now face 
three CKtieinely tough 
games — they are away to 
arch-rivals Uruguay, then 
travel to Colombia and 
finally face the dreaded 
altitude of La Paz in 
Bolivia. 

Argentina have already 
dropped two home points 
against Paraguay, lost to 
urtrated Ecuador and suf- 
fered the indignity of hav- 
ing two goalkeepers score 
against them — Paraguay's 
Jose Luis Chilavcn and 
Venezuela's Rafael 

Dudamel — from free 
kicks. 

Uruguay, playing their 
first match under coach 
Julio .Abumchuin, moved 
level on points with 
Argentina thanks to first 
half goals by Paolo .Mon- 
lero and Pablo Bengoechea. 

Midfielder Enzo 

Francescoli had a penally 
saved by Peru goalkeeper 
Julio Balerio. whose pres- 
ence in the team had been 
the ceniie of a public 
debate because he was nat- 
uralised Peruvian after 
being bom in Uruguay. 

Colombia, without 
injured striker Faustino 
Asprillo, were still too 
strong for Venezuela, beat- 
ing them 2-0 away and 
handing their hapless 
neighbours their sixth win 
in seven gomes. 

Jorge Bermudez and Ivan 
Valenciuno scored to 
increase unbeaten Colom- 
bia's lead to six points over 
second-placed Paraguay. 

Paraguay's goalkeeper 
Jose Luis Chilaven, best 
known for scoring goals 
from penalties and free 
kicks, showed more onho- 
dox skills as he made a 
sequence of acrobatic saves 
to earn his team a 0-0 draw 
away to BoUvia. 

Bolivia, who have a huge 
home advantage in La Paz 
thanks to the altitude of 
3,600 metres, had also 
drawn their previous two 
home games. Paraguay had 
arrived three weeks before 


Weah suspended 
for six matches 


PARIS I AFP) — FIFA world footballer of the year George 
Weah wa.s handed a six-match ban by L^A on Monday 
folloN^'ing his headbutt of Pono’s Jurge Costa in AC 
Milan's European Champioas League match last month. 

Liberian striker Wcah, who already hud u provisional 
onc-muich ban slapped on him. must now sit out another 
five matches in European competitions. He has the right to 
appeal till midnight on Thursday. 

The original ban forced Wcah to miss new coach Arrigo 
Sacchi's first match back in charge of Milan when they 
were knocked out of the European Champions League at 
home to Norway's Rosenborg earlier this nnonth. 

A UEF.A statement said that a five-match ban wa.s the 
minimum sanction for '‘serious" violent conduct under 
article lO of its constitution. 

But the disciplinary committee of European football's 
governing body which reviewed the case said Weuh’s "nor- 
mally gentlemanly conduct" had been taken into account 
and added he could have received an even stronger punish- 
nieni. 

The burly forward, who joined Milan from Paris Saint 
Germain IS months ago, had not previously been in hot 
water with the game's authorities having received only 
three bookings in five years of European competition. 

Ponuguese champions Pono dropped their complaint for 
assault against W^ah when they heard of UEFA’s original 
decision to suspend him for at least one match. 

Weah. holder of FIFA's fair play award, headbutted Pono 
captain Jorge Costa, breaking his nose, after their champi- 
ons league match on Nov. 20 — though Weah pleaded 
e.xtenuating circumstances due to continual racial abuse 
from Co.«;ia. 

FIFA President Joao Havelange gave his full backing to 
Wetfii just 10 days ago. 


ASIAN CUP 


Saudis survive early scare to march into semis 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia survived an 
early scare to come back 
from two goals down and 
beat China 4-3 in their Asian 

Cup quarter-final match here 
on .Monday. 

Now iJk Saudis hav'e a 
.semi-final nveting on 
Wednesday with Inin, who 
earlier in tlic evening demol- 
ished South Korea 6-2 (see 
other story), 

Ibe other semi-final will 
pit Kuwait against the UA£ 
in a tournament that has 
turned from the Asian Cup to 
the Gulf cup. Saudi's vicioty 
was carwd out by veteran 
nikjfielder Yuusif Thunai, 
brought on in the 7.9ib minute 
to sti^ the rot after China had 
swept into a 2-0 lead and 
dneuiened to run riot. 

^Mth almost his first touch 
of the match, the 33-y'ear-old 
Thunai opened the Saudi 
scoring after Chinese goal- 
keeper Ou Chutliang could 
only palm away a fierce shot 
from KhalidUmavi. 

’niunui, all alone at the iar 
post, shot home and the 
Saudi victory ptirade was 
under way. 

A minute later Thuniu took 
the ball down the right ade, 
fiu.shed across a low centra 
and striker Sami Al-Jaher 
struck after defender Ma 
Mingyu failed to clear. Two 
minutes before half-time 
Saudi Arabia went in Jrom 
when this time it was A1 
Jaher who crossed for Fahod 
Mahalel who cut iaside the 
defence before slotting the 
ball home. But Tliunai, ley^l- 
llng in his return to the team, 
got bis second in the 6Sih 
minute, again turning his 


deferxler before slotting 
home from the left. 

Captain Xu Hong pulled 
one buck for China in the 
90th minute but it was too lit- 
tle too late. 

Bui until (he iirrival of 
Thunai, the Chinese were 
threatening to blow the Asian 
Cup wide open. With pre- 
toumameni favourites Japan 
and Soutli Korea both 
uirc.'ujy out, a Saudi defeat 
would have meant the exit of 
Asia's three top teams. 

It took only seven minutes 
for China to strike. 

The Saudis, looking as if 
■hey were still in shock after 
their 3-0 defeat by Ir:in in 
their final group neuch, were 
being sliced apart by the Chi- 
iH»;e atuick. 

With oceans of space 
cither flank, Chinese m:ide 
the most of it and wlien 
Zhang IZnhua ro.se unnvirked 
to head home a f^ng ^^l^:iguo 
cross the Saudi bins were 
sturmed into silence. Nine 
minutes later I^ng nuiJc it 
two nil when he got his toe to 
a low cross. 

The Saudis were in total 
di.sarray and China were 
threatening to pull off the 
biggest shock of the touma- 
meni. 

A minuie later Guo Feng 
nearly made it 3-0 but a great 
diving save fiom Mohamed 
Ai Daeyea denied him 

Saudi's Pomiguese coach 
Eduardo Vingada, uraible to 
believe whiit he was .seeing, 
decided to send on Thunai 
and shake his lackluste team 
into action. It was an in.spired 
decision ihar keept the Saud- 
is on track for their third 
chunpionship title. 



Saudi fans cheer up iheir national team in Its match against China (.AFP photo) 


Iran knocks out S. Korea 
with stunning 6-2 victory 


UAE team gets $7 1 ,000 


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — The national team of 
the Unii^ Arab Emirates was given a gift of 260,000 dirhunvs 
($71232) after it reached the semifinal of the Asian Cup, the 
Al Bayun doily reported Monday. 

SheOc Rashed Ben Maktoum. the deputy head of the Al WusI 
football dub. gave the national team the reward for defeating 
Iraq 1-0 Sun^y in d quarter-final match, the newspaper said. 

Sheik Ra:^ promised to double the amount if the team ■ 
qualified for the final. 

The UAE will play Kuwdt in the semifinal on Wednesday. 
Kuwait defeated defending champions Japan 2-0 in die other 
quarter-final held Sunday. 

During the first round of the (oumameni, Yacoub Es.sa AI 
Seika], a 17-year-old snidera whose father is a prominent busi- 
nessman, gave the national team 130,000 dirhams ($35,616) 
ibr beating Kuwait 

In the energy-rich Gulf states, such rewards tiiu common and 
gifts for players of winning nauonal teams range from huge 
aiixiunts of cash to cars, yachts and villas. 


DUB.A! (R) — Striker 
All Daui scored four 
times in the second half 
to give Iran a stunning 6- 
2 vicioiy over South 
Korea in an Asian Cup 
quariLT-final on Monday. 

Iran twice came from 
behind to beat one of the 
favourites for the title 
and had to thunk the 
clinical finishing of their 
27-year-old .sinker for 
the comfortable margin 
of victory. 

The Koreans cnmibled 
when Daei scored hi.s 
first in the 66th minute 
to put Iran 3-2 up after 'a 
loss of concentration by 
their defence. 

Duci took the bail from 
Korea's Hong Myung- 
Bo and run unchid- 
lenged with it for 20 
metres before placing 
his shot on Kim's left. 

He and Iran never 
looked hack. 

Duei's second in the 
76ih minute was the be.si 


of the day and one of the 
best in the competiiion. 
With his buck to goal, he 
controlled a long ball, 
turned and fired an 
unstoppable shot from 
20 metres that flew into 
the top comer. 

Daei completed his 
hai-irick seven minutes 
later from a pass by 
Khodadad .Azizi after a 
quick counter attack and 
got his fourth from the 
penalty spot two min- 
utes from time. 

Kim Do-Hoon hud 
given South Korea the 
lead in the llih rniniife' 
with a half-volley from 
12 metres. 

Iranian defender 
Karim Bagheri 

equalised in the 30th 
minute, heading in a cor- 
ner from 1$ metres that 
was deflected into the 
net by a Korean defend- 
er. 

A minute after coming 
on. sub.siituie Sin Tae- 


Yong played a shon bail 
in to IGm Joo-Sung who 
chested it down to the 
path of Sin. Ihe substi- 
tute hit a clean left-foot 
drive that restored the 
Koreans' lead in the 34th 
minute. 

The Iranians threw 
men forward in an 
attempt to draw level 
before halfdme but 
could not breach the 
Korean defence. 

They took the Koreans 
with storm at the stan of 
the second half and 
•twice came close ■ to 
equalising in the first 
five minutes. 

But the Iranians were 
not to be denied for 
long. 

Azizi scored in the 
51st minute from a fine 
through ball from Daei 
to moke the scoreline 2- 


And then Daei took 
centre siase. All Daei 



Maldini promises to restore Italian national team spirit 


ROME (R) — Italy’s new 
couch Cesare Maldini 
promised on Monday to 
restore team spirit and sta- 
bility to the national soccer 
side in a shift away from 
the tactics of his unpopular 
predecessor. 

Maldini, addressing a 
news conference a day after 
his appointment, sieered 
clear of open dissent from 
the policies pursued by 
Arrigo Sacchi, who quit his 
job on Dec. 1 to rerum ro 
his old club AC Milan. 

But Maldini, who moves 
to the job after 1 0 years u.s 
undcr-21 coach, signalled a 
clear change from the taste 
for switching players that 
was one of the chief criti- 
cisms of Sacchi’s reign. 

"You can play in various 
ways but the important 
thing is to create a strung 
group," Maldini, 64, .said. 
“Italy does not have 95 
players all strong enough to 
play in the national side." 

He praised former naiion- 
al coach Enzo Bearzot, to 
whom he was assistant 
when Italy won the World 
Cup in 1 982, a.s a “maestro" 
at creating team spirit. 


Maldini is set to earn 600 
million lire ($390,000) a 
.season, less than 40 per 
cent of what Sacchi was 
reported to have earned, 
under a comr.'ict that nm.s 
beyond the 1 998 World Cup 
finals. 

His deputy will be Marco 
Turdelli, one of the heroes 
of liali.tn soccer after scor- 
ing in the 1982 World Cup 
win against Germany. 

Maldini inheriis a nation- 
al team still recovering 
form and morale after last 
June's humiliuiing first- 
round elimination from the 
European Championship. 

Since then, Italy have 


enjoyed two unconvincing 
wins over .Moldova and 
Georgia in their opening 
World Cup qualifiers, fol- 
lowed by an embarrassing 
dcleui to Bosnia in a friend- 
ly in Sanijevo last month. 

The national side's dismal 
performances and mount- 
ing pressure for the removal 
of the unpopular Sacchi 
have contributed to falling 
auond'.mccs at Italy's home 
maicltes. 

■‘Recently, people have 
been perplexed about the 
national ^lde. pur jub is to 
restore the public's affec- 
tion, to give certain values 
hack to our ic:im.” .Maldini 


said. 

.Maldini is due to make 
his lust outing with the 
under-2 1 side, which he has 
coached to three European 
Championship titles, in a 
friendly against Hungary in 
Budapest on Wednesday. 

His first test with the 
national side will come next 
February in a World Cup 
qualifier against England. 


Maldini said it was too 
soon to say whether he 
would recall striker Gianlu- 
ca Vialli, dropped by Sacchi 
after a fulling-oui. and indi- 
cated that while he would 
consider new talent he 
would focus on forging a 
team of regulars. 

.Maldini 's appointment 
was announced just 24 
hours after the Italian Soc- 


cer Federation elected 
league president Luciano 
Nizzola as its new chairman 
in a move designed to 
restore unity and purpose to 
holy's premier game after a 
year of troubles. 

His successor as under-2 1 
coach will be the cuzrenr 
deputy coach, Rossono 
Ciampaglia. the federation 
announced. 



INDIAN CELEBRATION 

The Indian Cultural Association in Jordan celebrates 
Christmas and New Year on Dec. 27 at the Middle East 
Hotel from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Ail Indians and their spouses are welcome. 

Participation should be conflrrried In advance. 

Please contact 

736380 / 647204 / 645294 / 864023 / 625280 


Duty Free Car For Sale 

Yellow-plated Toyota Corolla 1986, 
1300 CC, radio/cassette recorder & 
air-conditioned. In good condition. 
Please call: 644854/after 3:00 p.m. 



Jordan Design Trade Center cordially invites you to attend 
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Jordan Design 
c' Trade Center 


a collf'dioii of 
colon rful gifts 
and triift.s 
by Andrea Atalla 


ithe exhibition runs from December 15ih • janua^ 10th) 
Jordan Design & Trade Center 
Noor A! Hussein Foundation 

Tel. 699 ] A Opening hours Q:00 .AM - ":U0 PM 
|Ofi Wadi Soqro Street, betwMYi King Abduli.ih CkirJen^ & S.iieway, 
Jnd right after g,i$ sution) 
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Education is not simply an acquisition of Egypt could recall 
knowledge but key to a better future of Israel ove 

j j , i. T» • process free 

P6^CC BIIQ QCV0lOpIllCllt C^rOWIl PriIlC0 HERZLYIA (Agencies)- The E^an^ 

A Tcra^i Mohammad Bastsiuni. has raised the pOSSlO. 


Prince Hassan delivers the prestigious 'Frank Klassen Lecture’ at opening 
of world assembly of International Council on Education for Teaching 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the JonUm Times 

AMMAN — Education is 
'the key for a future of peace, 
economic development, 
respect for human rights, and 
protection of the environ- 
ment, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan said 
Monday. 

Rather than reduce educa- 
tion to a meiV acquisition of 
infonnation, governments 
and educators .should pro- 
mote education as a process 
nirtiffri at Stimulating thinkin g 
skills and critical approaches 
and encouraging a symp^ 
thetic undersaancting of reli- 
gious. ethnic and cultural tUf- 
ferences among the young, 
the Crown Prince said. 

Delivering the prestigious 
*‘Fraok Klassen Lecture” at 
the 43rd wodd assembly of 
the Intemational Council on 
E ducat ion for Teaching 
(ICET), which convened 
here on Monday, the Crown 
Prince stressed that teachers 
today bear the onerous 
responsibility of shaping the 
leaders, scientists, ^ citi- 
zens of the 21st century. 

Only if the children of 
today are educated to “coop- 
oative problem-solving a^ 
consensual decision-mak- 
ing,” they will be men and 
women of peace tomorrow, 
be said. 

Tbe ICET mating in 
Amman is held tinder the 
patronage of His Mtyes^ 
King Hussein and anended 
by Minister of Higher 
j^caiion Abdullah Ensour. 
Minister of Educ ation 
Muntber Masri. ICET 
Presi dent Nelly Aleotti Maia 
and ICET Executive Directm: 
Sandra Klassen. 

Prince Hassan called on 


representatives from univer- 
sities. colleges, ministries of 
education and educational 
associations frmn all over the 
worid to adjust the structures 
of the teaching process to the 
“chan g in g ne^ of a Chang- 
ing w^d.” 

Ccmventional schools and 
classrooms have to be trans- 
formed into ''dynamic cre- 
ative eaviFoaments that pro- 
\nde for constructive inrer- 
personal interactions, coc^ 
erative fvoblem-solving a^ 
consensual decision-mak- 
ing,” the Crown Prince said 
in a strong t^peal to over 400 
delegates. 

The hfrddle East re^on, 
the **cradle of great civUisa- 
tioQS and a fount of inspira- 
tion for the creative forces of 
mankind,” witnesses a con- 
tinuous confrontation 
between ''forward-looking 
forces leading the way 
towards a glob^ society and 
a global economy and other 
groups remaining within the 
cycle of violence that has 
plagued the region for fax too 
long.” 

“We must not allow the 
forces of daiicaess to dictate 
the region’s * agenda. 
Universal education is a 
powerful force for positive 
change,” the Crown Prince 
told the illustrious gathering, 
which includes a 34-memb^ 
Israeli delegation including 
Arab-Isradis. 

Stressing the role the “art 
of education” can play in 
peace-making and peace- 
iMiilding, die Crown Prince 
stated tiiat “schooling must 
generate teaching-learning 
processes that facUitaie the 
development of critical 
thinking ten:q)ered by 
bumanitarian values as well 
as scientific and artistic cre- 



ativity, social responsibility 
and efrective communica- 
tions skills.” 

‘'The educational environ- 
ment must be conducive to 
promoting such personal 
characteristics as a positive 
self-concept, self-confi- 
dence. tderance for diver- 
gent views, understanding 
and appreciation of Averse 
cultur^ values, beliefs and 
social practices, sensitivity to 
the feelings of others and, 
above all, respect for human 
rights, fieedom, di^ty and 
respect for the integrity of the 
global environment and ecol- 
ogy,” be said. 

Crown Prince suggest- 
ed foe msAn lines for a global 
school refonn in view of the 
world’s changing features 
and needs. 

The 21st century’s wm'ld, 
characterise by “shrinkicg 
space, information super- 
highways, miod-bog^ng 
multimedia technologies and 
biotechnologies whose yet 
unknown potential olrcrs 
prospects which are as awe- 
some as they aio thrilling, ” 
demands “drastic changes” 
in foe education system. 


The future citizens will 
need 'innovative teaching 
and leaming mefoodologies 
and alternative education 
dellveiy systems tafiored to 
fit tile actie individual needs 
of various types of karoers.” 
the Crown Prince said. 

Noting that too often, while 
focusing on thinking ^Ds. 
feelings and emotions, 
though crucial to foe devel- 
opment of foe students* inter- 
personal communication and 
social skOls, are overlooked, 
the Crown Prince urged the 
educators not to overlook 
'ihe complex rel^onships 
between foinking and feel- 
ing. intellect and emotions.” 

Speaking about Jordan's 
case, he pointed otA that by 
1990 foe fOngdom had 
achieved enroUmeot rates of 
98 and fiO pa cent for chil- 
dren aged iip to 12 and 
between 12 and 18 reflec- 
tively. 

Furthermore, the compul- 
‘ sory schooling age was 
extended from 15 to 16 in 
1990, under the Jc»danian 
educational Rfr»m plan, 
while the current 
stu^t/teacher ratio is 20^ 
compared to 30 for foe world 
and 18 for the industrial 
countries. 

“Jordan spends 14 per cent 
of its budget — more than 
4.S per cent of its gross 
national prochjct — on edu- 
cation,” foe Crown Prince 
told dte delegates. 

However, a hi^ national 
population growth raa and 
exogenous f^ors such as the 
waves of refugees foe 
Kingdom has hosted from 
foe various wars in the 
Middle East are major prob- 
lems facing the Jordanian 
education system, the Crown 
Prince said. 


Ross urges continued faith 
in Middle East peace process 

U.S. envoy admits Jordan did not get promised economic 
prosperity but a positive atmosphere is being created 


By Daphne Barak 

Special to the Jordan Times 

WASHINGTON — 
Dennis Ross, foe U.S. spe- 
cial coordinator for foe 
Middle East, admitted in 
an interview here this week 
that many g:^)s remained 
in the search im' an Arab- 
Israeli settlement but cau- 
tioned against losing faith 
in the peace process. 

The U.S. official, who is 
expected to be reappointed 
by new U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeline Albright 
when her appointment is 
confirmed by Congress, 
said chat while foe Israelis 
and foe Palestinians “have 
yet to learn to trust each 
other,” he was confident 
that the two sides would 
soon reach an agreement 
on Israeli troops deploy- 
ment from Hebron. 

On the other hand, Mr. 
Ross said, it was difficult 
to say whether foe mood in 
the region could tolerate 
foe tension that has arisen 
following the stalemate in 
the peace talks. 

“The Jordanians, for 
example.” said Mr. Ross, 


“were promised a much 
better economic situation. 
...That has not happened 
yeL 1 think that when foe 
economic prosperity is felt, 
everybody will feel much 
better.” 

The U.S official said that 
despite the problems a pos- 
itive atmosphere is being 
created in the regioD, citing 
as an example the conven- 
ing of the Middle East and 
North Africa economic 
conference in Cairo last 
month. 

But five years after foe 
beginning of the peace 
negotiations in Madrid, 
Mr. Ross said foe U.S. is 
still ^ng to push foe 
Palestinians and foe 
Israelis to sit together and 
negotiate, pointing out that 
the two sides have yet to 
“leam to trust each other.” 

Mr. Ross expressed hope 
that the stalled negotiations 
over Israeli troops* -rede- 
ployment firom Hebron 
will be sealed “soon” but 
warned that the two sides 
have to overcome their 
mutual mistrust 

Meanwhile, a high-rank- 
ing American official also 


said there were “small 
problems” rather foan a 
one major problem delay- 
ing the conclusion of a deal 
on Hebron. But he said that 
once a deal on Hebron is 
reached, “every thing vrill 
be back on route.” 

The official pointed out 
that foe Hebron deal, once 
concluded, will be the first 
one between the 
Palestinians and foe new 
Israeli government which 
took office in June. 

The official said foe 
negotiations did not start 
from scratch after foe elec- 
tion of Likud leader 
Benyamin Netanyahu as 
prime minister of Israel 
because they proceeded on 
the basis of the “Hebron 
guidelines” which were 
agreed upon between the 
T^estinians and the previ- 
ous Labour govemnient in 
Israel. 

The official said chat 
lodstical and “emotional” 
difference are delaying the 
negotiations on Hebron but 
stressed that not many gaps 
remain. 

The official, who asked 
not to be named, described 


as unrealistic the 
“Lebanon-first” option 
which foe Israelis nave 
suggested as a ffantework 
for peace talks wffo 
Lebanon. 

But the U.S. official was 
pessimistic about the 
prospects of restarting tlte 
Israeli-Syrian n^otiations, 
saying "it will take time” 
before foe two sides reen- 
gage each other in peace 
talks. 

The official said that 
negotiations over occupied 
Jerusalem are supposed to 
start in May 1999, tut 
emphasised that date was 
a target date and n<K a 
deadline. 

Meanwhile, the official 
said, foe U.S. polico' is not 
to talk about foe issue 
because foe “nature of the 
negotiations is to deal wifo 
each problem when the 
sides are prepared to deal 
with it.” 

The official said that 
there is no alternative to 
trying to push foe peace 
process forward, adding 
that *Tanatics from both 
sides cannot stop foe 
process; only disturb it” 


*The government is contin- 
uously balancing between 
restnicturing its economy 
aDd‘inq>roviog services to its 
pcpuladon, including the 
le&gees who also enjoy the 
state subsidies,” he said. 

In recognition to his “out- 
standing leadership in educa- 
tion” his ‘'fundamental 
role in initialing and sustain- 
ing education refonns in 
Jordan,” Prince Hassan, an 
internationally renowned 
imeUectual a nd w riter, was 
awarded by ICET the presti- 
gious “Disiinguisbed Fellow 
Award.” 

The same award was con- 
ferred by Dr. Maia to ICET 
President-elect sdA Bahrain's 
Ambassador to France All 
Mohammed Fakhro. 

Or. Faldso, who is also ktr- 
roa minister of education 
and health, received ^ 
award in recognition of his 
contribution, to develop edu- 
cation in Bahrain and reduce 
the illiteracy rate in the Gulf 
state from 20 to eight per 
cent in only 10 years. Dt 
Klassen said. 

The six-day ICET world 
assembly, focused on 
‘Teacher Education and 
School Reform,” will provide 
the world's leading er^cation 
practitioners, sdtolaxs, 
administrarors and policy- 
makers wifo an opportuni^ 
to examine and discuss 
ri-wn nal and intemational 
research, programmes and 
strategies aim^ at enabling 
leach^ to respond effective- 
ly to developritent needs. 

“We hope that the various 
debates will be translated 
into concrete sugg^ons 
which all countries can 
implement,” to reach tbe goal 
of “education for all,” the 
Oown Prince conclude 

Syria urges 
Palestinians 
to end talks 
with Israelis 

.DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Tbe official Syrian press on 
Monday called >on Arabs 
and foe international com- 
munity to exert more pres- 
sure against Israel and 
urged the Palestinians to 
stop negotiating wifo foe 
Jewish state. 

“Arabs must set an exam- 
ple against Israel's intransi- 
gence by taking specific 
measures .such as con- 
(telling the normalisation 
(of relations) wifo Israel by 
some (countries) and stop- 
ping negotiations between 
foe Palestinians and the 
government of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu,” Tishrin said. 

Tbe Middle East peace 
process has been dead- 
locked since Netanyahu's 
rightwing administration 
came to power in June. 

“Tbe Israeli government 
is exploiting the continua- 
tion of talks and normalisa- 
tion to. deceive foe world 
about its aggressive inten- 
tions.” foe newspaper said. 

Tishrin also said that 
baiting western aims sales 
as well as American and 
European financial aid to 
Israel could contain its 
''aggressive arid provoca- 
tive” policy. 


Kofi Annan declares he is not 'America's man' 


CAIRO (AFP) — U.N. 
Secretary-General elect 
Kofi Annan of Ghana 
denied being “America's 
man” in statements pub- 
lished Monday and said hjs 
priorities will include con- 
vincing foe United States to 
pay its debt to the United 
Nations. 

“1 believe it is important to 
work with the United States, 
foe only superpower in the 
world today. The United 


Nations needs foe llnited 
States and we cannot be 
effective without them,” Mr. 
Annan told tbe Arab daily 
A1 HayaL 

“It is important to work 
constructively wifo the 

United States to convince 
Congress that it must pay up 
its debt otherwise tire 
Americans will be upsetting 
friends and foes alike,” said 
Mr. Annan, currently serv- 
ing as under secretary-gen- 


eral for peacekeeping opera- 
tions. 

Immediately after his 
nomination last week. Mr. 
Annan called on foe United 
States to pay its $1.3 billion 
debt to the United Nations. 

Tbe diplomat, who is 
poised to succeed Egyptian 
diplomat Boutros Ghali as 
the next U.N. chief iri 
January stressed however 
that “a world controlled by 
foe United States is not the 


world each country seeks.” 

Mr. Annan, 58, also 
denied press reports sug- 
gesting he was “America’s 
man.” 

T consider this sad and 
frankly speaking quite 
upsetting. 

Everytme who knows me 
knows that I am indepen- 
dent and free and nobody's 
man,” Mr. Annan said. 

He said his political prior- 
ities will be to “solve some 


of foe main crises in Africa, 
namely around the Great 
Lakes area.” tbe civil wars 
in Afghanistan and in 
Angola. 

.Mr. Annan also said he 
will pursue Mr. Ghali's poli- 
cies on Iraq which led to the 
implementation this month 
of an oil-for-food deal, say- 
ing this was the “correct 
path” to ea.se the hardships 
of the Iraqi people. 


envoy to Israel over 
peace process freeze 

HERZLYIA (Agencies) — The E^an ambassador to 
Israel, Mohammad Bassiuni, has raised foe possibility of 
his recitil to Cairo and otter reprisals against Israel because 
ofthe freeze in foe peace process. 

“I am not threatening you, but it would not be <miy tnis 
(his recall),” Mr. Bassiuni toldrepoiters Sunday night at his 
residence in foe suburb of Herzlyia, norfo of Tel Ayiv.^ 

“Not moving means a deterioration in foe region, he 
gai d “Many things can happen. You know where it starts. 
You don't Imow where ir ends." 

• The Egyptian ambassador added foai te belies foe 
Israeli government will move forward and uDplement foe 
agreement (wifo foe Palestinians).*' 

Mr. Bassiuni also described Egypt as tbe “key to the solu- 
tion-” . «. ■ 

Dore Gold, an advisor to Israeli Prime MinistCT 
Benyamin Netanyahu, visited Egypt last week and is 
scbt^uled to make another trip to Cairo this week to dis- 
cuss Egypt's role in efforts to relaunch the peace process, 
officials said. 

The officials said that Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai is to visit Egypt on Wednesday to brief 
Egyptian officials on the status of tbe Hebron talks. 

Israel's n yv amhgi^gariiy to Egypt Zvi Mazel took up his 
post on Monday at a time when relations tetween foe (wo 
countries are strained over the deadlock in foe Middle East 
peace process. 

“Mr. Zvi Mazel arrived here Sunday night and be tal^ 
office today,” a spokesman for foe Israeli embassy in Cairo 
said. 

Mr. Mazel, a career diplomat, headed foe Africa desk at 
foe Israeli foreign minister before his appointment at foe 
end of (October to replace ambassador David Sultan. 

Mr. Sultan's job was vacant for more than two months as 
the Israeli government tried to find a leplacemeot for the 
former ambassador who had repeatedly complained of 
being isolated in C^o. 

Relations between Egypt and Israel — which si^ed a peace 
treaty in 1979 — have soured recendy with Cairo blaming 
Israel for the stalemate in foe Arab-lsraeli peace process. 

Former U.Sf. secretaries 
of state criticise Israel 



TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Three former U.S. secre- 
taries of state and five other 
former American officials 
have urged Israel in a letter 
to refir^ from expanding 
Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

“We write because we are 
concerned foat unilateral 
actions, such as foe expan- 
sion of settlements, would 
be strongly counterprodoc- 
tive to tte goal of a negoti- 
ated solution,” said tbe let- 
ter, addressed to Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's office and 
dated Dec. 14. 

'‘We. therefore, urge you 
as prime ntiitister of tte 
state of Israel, just as we 
also urge all on the Arab 
side, not to take unilateral 
actions foat would preclude 
a 'meaningful negotiated 
settlement and a compie- 
beosive and lasting peace.” 
said the letter, a copy of 
which a Netanyahu 
spokesman faxed to 


Reuters. 

The letter was signed by 
former secretaries of State 
James Baker, lawrence 
Eagleborger and Cyrus 
Vance along wifo former 
senior government officials 
Zbigniew Brzezinsld, Frank 
C^lucci, Brent Scoweroft, 
Richard Fairbanks and 
Roben Strauss. 

Mr. Netanyahu's commu- 
nications director David 
Bar Ulan said in response 
that most of foe letter’s sig- 
natories were not known as 
friends of Israel. 

‘These eight people were 
known as not foe most 
friendly to Israel to say foe 
least... Israel’s real friends 
not only refused to sign this 
letter but are expressing 
their support for our poli- 
cies all the time,” Mr. Bar 
Ulan told Israel’s army 
radio. 

He said former secretaries 
of state George Shultz and 
Henry Kissinger refused to 
add their names to tbe letter. 


Two Palestinians jailed for 
20 years for London blast 


LONDON (AFP) — A 
Palestinian man and woman 
convicted of plotting a 
bombing campdgn after 
attacks on tbe Israeli 
embassy and a Jewish char- 
ity centre here in July 1994, 
were jailed for 20 years on 
Monday. 

The Old Bailey court in 
central London also recom- 
mended that Jawad 
Botmeb, 28, and Samar 
Alami. 30, should be 
deponed at the end of their 
sentences. 

They were found guilty 
last week .of plotting to 
bomb Jewish targets in 
Britain in a bid to sabotage 
the Middle East peace 
process. They were also 
found guilty of possession 
of weapons and explosives. 

Two car bombs, on suc- 
cessive days on July 26 and 
27, 1994, rocked foe Israeli 
embassy in central London 
and a Jewish charity centre 
in north London, causing 
several million dollars of 
damage. Tfrere were no 
deaths in either attack, but 
about 20 people were light- 
ly wounded. 

The convicted Palestinian 
pair were not linked direct- 
ly to foe blasts. 

The prosecution had told 
the coun foat Botmeh and 
Alami were members of a 
Palestinian group cell in 
Britain which believed 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafrit “was misguided in 
his attempts to come to any 
accommodation wifo 
Israei.” 

The two had pleaded that 


they had been experiment- 
ing wifo explorives not for 
use in Britain, but only in 
tte Palestinian territories. 

Defence lawyer Michael 
Mansfield, said foe bombs 
were intended to be “sym- 
bolic” for use “against sym- 
bolic targets.” 

But the defence was 
rejected by Judge Justice 
Garland who said the two 
were guilty of “terrorist acts 
— of waging war in 
London which caused many 
nullioDS of pounds of dam- 
age and could have caused 
death or serious injury. 

“I cannot regard this case 
as being solely directed at 
prope^ — like a fire- 
bombing qf a department 
store when it i$ closed or an 
office out of hours. 

‘T do accept there was 
some attempt to reduce the 
risk of loss of life — but a 
grave risk nevertheless 
remained.” ' 

The judge did accept 
however, foat the two who 
both hold degrees from 
British universities, were 
not pan of an Islamic mili- 
tiint group. 

Another man and a 
woman also charged over 
the campaign, were freed 
earlier in foe two-month 
trial. 

Police are still searchiao 
fw a woman aged between 
40 to 50 who was seen hur- 
rying away from foe Israeli 
embassy on July 26, 1994 
just a few minutes before 
the bomb went off- 


StaUone to move 
to London 

LONDON (AFP) — 
U.S. actor Sylvester 
Stallone intends to move 
to London to give his 
daughter a better educa- 
tion in a safer environ- 
ment, foe Sun quoted 
him as saying. The tough 
hero of foe Rambo and 
Rocky movies also con- 
fessed foat he had gone 
“as soft as a cream puff.” 
following last month s 
heart ' operation on 
three-month-old Sophia 
Rose. “I want my daugh- 
ter to be safe and to have 
foe. best possible educa- 
tion and she just won’t 
get foat in foe states,” 
Stallone, 50, said. “My 
home town of Miaiiu is 
beautiful — but has 
become extremely dan- 
gerous.” A private edu- 
cation in Britain would 
give Sophia Rose “foe 
best opportu.nities in the 
best surroundings” and 
would be good for his 
work, too, Stallone said. 

Clinton falls 
to his knees 

WASHINGTON (AFP) 
— A slick spot on 
President Bill CfUnton's 
jogging path along foe 
Potomac River sent him 
and a Secret Service 
agent sprawling Sunday, 
but both men quickly 
dusted themselves off 
and fim'shed up their 30- 
minute jog. Clinton, who 
fell to his knees despite 
foe agent’s attempt to 
break his fall, was fine. 
“Actually, be was more 
concerned wifo tracking 
mud into the White 
House foan anything 
else,” a White House 
spokeswoman told foe 
Washington Post. 

' Bejart ballet 
pays tribute 
to ex-colleagues 

LAUSANNE (AFP) — 
French choreographer 
Maurice Bejart's new 
ballet, a tribute to his 
former star dancer Jbige 
Dorm and singer Fredfoe 
Mercury, who both died 
of AIDS, received pro- 
longed applause Sunday 
at its first public show- 
ing here. Bejart's Swiss- 
based company, in white 
costumes designed by 
Versace, performed 
against a stark black and 
white set to music that 
included 18 items by 
Mercury's group Queen 
and Four by Mozart, 
mingling humour with 
more serious reminders 
of death. The choreogra- 
pher, who celebrates his 
70th birthday on Jah. 1, 
said the theme was one 
of joy, neither minister 
nor defeatist. “It is not a 
ballet about AIDS but 
about youth, hope and 
people who died young,” 
he said. Dorm, an 
Argentiiuan. and 

Mercury, from Britain, 
were both 45 when they 
died in 1990 and 1991 
respectively. 

Hong Kong chicken 
wings take flight 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Hong Kong police 
Monday were trying to 
figure out why a hari 
working gang of crooks 
made off with five con- 
tainer-loads of frozen 
chicken wings from a 
local wharf. The haul — 
hardly foe easiest of 
goods to sell on the 
black market — wb 
taken late Sunday dffer ■ 
the thieves tied up foe 
watchman on a barge, - 
brought up another ves- 
sel and transferred foe 
five refrigerated conttun- ' 
ers onto it. The wings 
are worth 2.5 million 
Hong Kong dollars ' 
(nearly $300,000). 
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